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5 PRESS RELEASE

Dear Friends
Welcome to the April edition. The event of the month 
must surely be the Big Art Sale at the Hilton – come 
and meet local artists and take home some wonderful 
pieces of Ethiopian art over our Family friendly week end. 
We also take a look back at the Hub Of Africa event with 
organizer and founder Mahlet in her Fashion column. 
The sky is the limit as we write about an innovative 
Ethiopian teacher who built his own drone and how a 
herd of camels are providing books to rural children in 
the Camel Library. As  usual we have a great handy guide 
on events and activities coming up this month as well as 
our popular international restaurant listing.

Enjoy the month.
Team What’s Out



FEATURE STORY

THE BIG ART 
SALE.

What’s Out! Addis, in partnership with Hilton Addis 
Ababa, proudly presents the annual “Big Art Sale.” 
This fun, family-friendly event will take place on 
Saturday and Sunday, April 16 and 17, 2022 from 
10 am to 6 pm in the parking lot area of the Hilton 
Hotel. 

Art lovers and collectors will have the chance to 
meet the artists and take home an original piece 
from their collections. Guaranteed to be a great day 
out for the entire family! 

The biggest art event of the year, 
this event now in its 17 th 
year has become the most 
anticipated event for all art 

lovers. It is attended by an estimated 5000 people 
over the weekend. 
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More than  150 local talented artists will have a 
variety of their fabulous works of art on display 
for sale under a large tent – each piece will be an 
original and you will have the chance to also meet 
the artists themselves.

In addition, there will be food, drinks, music, 
children’s activities, ice cream and many other other 
enjoyable family activities – a great day out for the 
entire family. 

This is an important event supporting both Ethiopian 
artists and Internally Displaced  Persons  (IDP) 
(Government organised), affected by conflict. 

For more information phone: 
+251933021054                                                    
+251911745474
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The 125th anniversary of diplomatic relations 
between France and Ethiopia and Ethiopia and 
France is celebrated this year which is  the 125th 
anniversary of diplomatic relations. On March 
20th 1897, Léonce Lagarde signed with Menelik 
II a friendship treaty between the two countries, 
recognizing the independence of Ethiopia. This 
treaty marked the beginning of a strong friendship, 
embodied in several domains.

Although the first contacts between France and 
Ethiopia predate 1897, this anniversary is an 
opportunity to celebrate the depth and diversity of 
our relationship for the past 125 years and also, to 
look towards the future, by highlighting the projects 
our two countries have conducted in common in 
different fields (cultural, political, economic 
or scientific).

This celebration begins in March 2022 and will last 
for a year, until February 2023. Each month there 
will be the opportunity to celebrate a specific theme 
in which Franco-Ethiopian cooperation has been 
successful. These successes will celebrated through 
a series of various events (exhibitions, conferences, 
inaugurations, festivals etc.) highlighting historical 
moments and figures.

125TH 
ANNIVERSARY 
OF DIPLOMATIC 
RELATIONS 
BETWEEN 
FRANCE AND 
ETHIOPIA .

PRESS RELEASE
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TRAVEL

Working with our Ride the Rift colleagues in 
partnership with Oromia Tourism to explore the Rift 
Valley around lakes Langano, Shala & Abijata. Some 
great outdoor adventures are in the making.

The adventure biking potentials of Oromia are 
drawing attention as a group of foreign bikers and 
adventure tour operators explore parts of Western 
Arsi on their bikes. Cycling along the coast of the 
beautiful lake Langano, the group discovers how the 
rugged and diverse landscapes that characterize 
the Great Rift Valley hold some of the best 
adventure biking routes anywhere.

So far, the group has biked through the beautiful 
forest of Ganbo in Lepis ending at the Bishan Gari 
lodge by Langano. The group also biked through 
villages on the southern side of the lake ending at a 
geothermally active area. 

RIDE 
THE 
RIFT.
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The biking continues, and more biking adventure is 
expected across Oromia as the wildly diverse land 
formation is sure to appeal to enthusiasts.

To contact us please email ridetherift2020@gmail.
com. Alternatively, you can call or message us on 
0921 602236 (Mark - English), 0920 732527 (Marco 
- Italian, German, English) or 0911 198543 (Bogale - 
Amharic, English). We also have a WhatsApp group 
chat where we share lots of current information about 
upcoming tours. Please contact us if you would like to 
be added to this group.

For full information on this and many other tours check this link
www.go.simienecotours.com/ethiopian-diaspora-tours
Or email ridetherift2020@gmail.com

WIDELY 
DIVERSE 
LANDSCAPE 
OF OROMIA IS 
A CYCLIST’S 
DREAM.
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FASHION

Seble Mulat and Hanna Yohannes founded Sebhan 
Gemstone in 2019 G.C. This group of strong women 
established Sebhan gemstones with a combined 
year of training and experience in the jewellery 
industry. Sebhan Gemstone is run by a team of 
creative individuals that are driven by the brand’s 
motto to craft pieces that artistically embrace 
our client’s individualism. We believe that our 
gemstones don’t define your style and fashion 
but on the contrary, invites you to explore. Our 
products are the outcome of genuine traditional 
craftsmanship and modern techniques. The design 
of our precious gemstones is inspired by our culture 
and life moments.

Their Vision is making better choices at every step 
of the process, we envision to introduce the world 
of the demi-fine industry as a whole in Ethiopia 
and the world so that our positive impact enacts 
long-lasting change. Sharing our highlights – and 
our challenges – with you every step of the way, we 
want to start a chain reaction. Because together we 
can go further.

Their Mission is to be at the forefront in introducing 
Gemstone in Ethiopia and to create timeless pieces 
that are always tied to a memory.

contact info: 
0911125369
0921427171
sebhangemstone@gmail.com
Laphto Mall 1st floor
www.sebhangemstone. com

SEBHAN 
GEMSTONE .
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A LITERAL SPA 
IN A BOTTLE.

Adding essential oils to your daily 
routine is the perfect way to 
stay relaxed and destressed 
so you can be your best 

throughout the day, every day!

· Soothing Lavender essential oil will help you create a 
calming and relaxing aromatherapy experience at home 

· Peppermint essential oil is an instant, refreshing 
pick-me-up 

· Breathing Eucalyptus essential oil will help create an 
invigorating spa experience at home

· Energising Citrus essential oil inspires creativity and 
brings a fresh burst of joy your way!

Add 3-5 drops of essential oils to a warm bath for a 
renewing spa ritual. 

Mix with distilled water in a spray bottle for a quick-and-
easy pillow spray to rest peacefully. Or even add a few 
drops to your laundry for a fresh natural scent!

WARNING: Do not apply essential oils directly to the 
facial skin. Always mix a small amount of essential oil 
with a carrier, such as the Baby Oil or unscented Organic 
Baby Cream, before applying. 
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Kebedech was born in Addis Ababa but she arrived 
from a concentration camp in Somalia where she had 
been a prisoner of war for 10 years. When she left 
Ethiopia in 1979, she was only a high school student, but 
was also an active member of a student-led political 
movement. As the junta hunted the activists, Kebedech 
and a few friends fled Addis Ababa on foot for a 600 
mile journey through the Ogaden dessert to Djibouti. 
But a long simmering border dispute between Ethiopia 
and Somalia flared into a full-blown war.  Kebedech 
and her friends were captured by Somali soldiers in 
the dessert and confined in the most dismal conditions. 
It was bare and colorless. She says of those years, 
“cruelty and selflessness lived side by side.” It was the 
beginning of her training as painter and poet.

In 1989, Kebedech Tekleab arrived in 
Washington with a book of poems and clarity 
of purpose. She was going to be an art 
student and she would not live passively in 

the face of injustice. She enrolled in Howard University 
where she earned both her Bachelor and Master of 
Fine Arts degrees by 1995. After graduation, Kebedech 
worked as a studio artist in the greater Washington, DC 
metropolitan area and taught at several institutions, 
including Howard University and Montgomery College.  
In 2008, she moved to Savannah Georgia and joined 
the faculty of the Savannah College of Art and Design 
(SCAD). In 2016 She moved to the Art department of 
CUNY-QCC, where she is currently teaching.

ARTIST AND 
POET PROFILE: 
KEBEDECH 
TEKLEAB.

ARTS & CULTURE
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She is a published poet, painter and sculptor.  Her 
selected shows include exhibits at the National 
Museum of African Art, Smithsonian Institution 
in Washington, DC; the Illinois Holocaust Museum 
and Education Center in Skokie, Illinois; the Sidney 
Mishkin Gallery, Baruch College, New York City; and 
the Addison Reply Gallery in Washington, DC. Her 
commissioned and collected works are on permanent 
display at several institutions, among them the Illinois 
Holocaust Museum and Education Center in Skokie; 
the Navy Memorial Archives in Washington DC; the 
American Embassy in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia; and the 
Ethiopian Embassy in Washington, DC.

www.kebedechtekleab.com
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Located on the southern tip 
of Awash National 
Park, our one of 

a kind 10 room boutique resort is suspended over 
a waterfall and places guests at an elevation that 
is unique to our property. With views of crocodiles 
on the river bank, feeling the refreshing mist from 
the edge of the falls paired with unmatched and 
incredible scenery, we offer the ultimate experience 
for our visitors. 

All our rooms are meticulously designed to match 
the natural aesthetic of the landscape with earth 
tones and balcony access overlooking the waterfall. 
Our Restaurant/Bar was designed to highlight 
our unparalleled view of the park and natural light 
floods the space along with decorative and colourful 
accents, stone structures and brick elements, creating 
an organic vibrance for our guests to absorb and 
which Kuriftu Resorts are known for. 

A NEW KURIFTU 
RESORT TO 
TEMPT YOU.

WHAT’S NEW
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We are excited to present our first ever Dipping Pool 
experience paired with our Bar & Grill located on an 
elevated platform overlooking the landscape. Our Spa 
offers unique massage rooms located on the banks of 
the Awash River where guests will have the opportunity 
to relax to the sound of the waterfall while enjoying a 
soothing or invigorating massage.

This new Kuriftu Resort is the perfect destination for a 
romantic getaway offering  perfect views from sunrise to 
sunset. This exclusive property offers luxury, adventure, 
exquisite dining for a well-deserved team or couples 
retreat.

+251 911 091 185
+251 944 448 800 
www.kurifturesorts.com 
@kurifturesortspa
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GOLD MEDALS .
“We came to Belgrade aiming to make history for 
Ethiopia,”So said Selemon Barega and indeed they did.

The Ethiopian domination of the men’s 3000m 
continued with an eighth gold and a second successive 
1-2 in the event, Selemon Barega emerging victorious 
from a last-lap sprint with compatriot Lamecha Girma 
in the final morning session at the World Athletics 
Indoor Championships Belgrade 22.Four years ago 
in Birmingham in 2018, Barega had to settle for silver 
behind Yomif Kejelcha but that was when he was an 
18-year-old junior still learning his craft. Four years on, 
with an Olympic 10,000m gold and world 5000m silver 
back home, the 22-year-old had too much strength and 
speed when Girma attempted to launch an attack on the 
back straight of the final lap, crossing the line 0.25 
clear in 7:41.38.

It was a slow burner of a contest, Barega moving to the 
front after the opening lap and leading the field to 800m 
in 2:04.20.  At the bell Barega was back in front with 
six others still in the hunt but none of them could match 
him – even Girma. “I have had a good season, so I was 
ready both physically and mentally to fight for gold.  It 
was a tough race in which we were focused mostly on the 
Kenyan guys,” Barega said.  And so the Ethiopian with the 
awesome range found himself emulating his celebrated 
compatriots Haile Gebreslassie and Kenenisa Bekele as 
an Olympic champion at 10,000m and a world indoor 
winner at 3000m.

Ethiopia also won Gold and Bronze medals in the 
women’s 3000m title on the first day of the world
 indoor track and field championships in Belgrade, 
Serbia. Athlete Lemlem Hailu finished the women’s 
3000m with a composed performance crossing the 
line in 8:41.82, according to Athletics World. Lemlem 
sealed a memorable win – her first global medal 
as a senior athlete. 

Source: World Athletics

NEWS
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SUZANNES



Amanuel Balcha, a lecturer at the University of 
Dembi Dollo in Western Oromia, has successfully 
assembled “his own drone” and conducted a 250 
meter long test-flight.

According to Dr. Leta Tesfaye, President of Dembi 
Dollo University, Emmanuel Balcha, a graduate of 
mechanical engineering from Arba Minch University, 
currently teaching at Dembi Dollo university, is also 
working on assembling two other drones and one 
aircraft using locally available parts. 

The university celebrated the 
“Innovation Day” with panel 
discussions and exhibitions 
of innovative materials 

assembled by university students. Dr. Leta said 
the program was supporting university students in 
their creative endeavours and rewarding students 
who are exemplary in their creativity. The university 
is helping young innovators to develop and enrich 
other items such as coffee makers, wood scrubbers, 
textile machinery, different parts for various pieces 
of equipment, chicken incubator and water pumping 
motors among other items.

Source: AS

ETHIOPIAN 
TEACHER 
ASSEMBLES 
OWN DRONE.
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SPOT LIGHT

The camel library initiative 
undergoes a digital revolution 
In the Somali region of Ethiopia, 
Mahadiya, 14, spots something 

she has never seen before. She was expecting a crucial 
delivery of books to her remote community. What she 
saw was the peculiar sight of a solar powered camel.   
Over the last 20 years the Somali Region in Ethiopia 
has made significant improvements in its education 
system, leading to increased rates of primary school 
enrolments. However, the school system remains 
under resourced, with a severe shortage of teachers 
and books. The Camel Library initiative was born out 
of this need.

Save the Children and Library for All* have been 
helping rural Ethiopian villages access books through 
camels since 2010. Now, over a decade later, the 
four-legged libraries are getting a digital makeover. 
In September 2021 a pilot program was launched to 
revolutionise the Camel Library initiative. Instead of 
carrying up to 200 paper books, the camels carry a 
Library For All Spark Kit filled with tablet computers 
pre-loaded with hundreds of children’s books ready to 
read. The tablets are charged by the sun via specially 
fitted solar panels. Everything is packed together on 
a camel-friendly harness uniquely developed for this 
project – showing there is no barrier to providing a 
quality education for children. Through the tablets 
from one of Library for All’s Digital Camel Libraries, 
Mahadiya can access countless stories, including her 
own, Mahadiya and the Camel. “These days, I have 
become accustomed to reading books. For me, reading 
a book is the key to knowledge. I felt great joy and 
pride, when I was told that my and the camel library’s 
story was chosen to prepare a children’s book.”

If this pilot program proves successful, we hope to roll 
out more Digital Camel Libraries in the future. This will 
help expand the selection of learning material for over 
22,000 children across 33 villages that have been 
receiving books from the Camel Libraries since 2010.

Source: Save the Children
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AN OVERVIEW OF THE 
2022 SHOW

FASHION
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Hub of Africa Addis Fashion Week 
(HAFW) has been promoting 
the African Fashion Industry in 
Ethiopia for the past 10+ years. 

100+ African designers from the African continent have 
participated at HAFW. 

Within these past 10 years, HAFW has opened doors 
to designers and many other creatives in marketing 
their brands & services. This year we introduced our 
very first mentorship program in collaboration with 
Fashion Africa ( FA254 ) and Goethe institute and 
five established designers. The aim of the mentorship 
program is to build and encourage young and 
upcoming fashion designers to sustain and build 
their brands. 

HAFW event took place for 5 consecutive days with 
different types of activities at the Hyatt Regency, Addis 
Ababa. Runway shows, Presentation + Installation of 
different brands and Pop-up Marketplace with a Finale 
show “Street Fashion Walk”
January 26th was opening night and by invitation 
only by HAFW and featured none-other than Samra 
Mersehazien (SAMRA), a high-end leather brand

January 27th Showcased 10 mentors capsule 
collections plus 6  up-and-coming designers on the 
runway as well as 12 brands within the industry as a 
presentation / installation
January 28th Runway show with 11 established 
designers from Ethiopia, DRC and Senegal January 
29th HAFW was also proud to celebrate designer 
and entrepreneur Genet Kebede, a pioneer in modern 
Ethiopian fashion industry, who presented a 30-year 
retrospective collection on the runway

January 30th was an ending day of the HAFW, with 
two main aspects; Pop-up Marketplace and Street 
Runway show 

Mahlet Teklemariam/Founder
Hub of Africa Fashion Week
www.hubfashionweekafrica.com
+ 251 921 378 378
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CRISPY STRIPS 
AND VEGGIES: 
CHICKEN.

RECIPE

SERVINGS: 4
INGREDIENTS
CRISPY CHICKEN STRIPS:
 
4 boneless, skinless chicken breasts
2 large eggs
3 tablespoons extra-virgin olive oil, divided
1½ cups panko bread crumbs
2 teaspoons paprika
1½ teaspoons kosher salt, divided
1 cup all-purpose flour
2 cups broccoli florets
 ½ teaspoon ground black pepper, divided
2 cloves garlic, minced, divided
2 sweet potatoes, peeled
 
BBQ sauce, for serving (optional) Ketchup, for 
serving (optional)
 
PREPARATION:
 
1. Preheat the oven to 375°F (190˚C) and line 2 
baking    sheets with parchment paper.

2. Slice the chicken breasts into strips.

3. In a medium bowl, add the eggs and 1 tablespoon      
of olive oil.  Whisk to combine.

4. In a large bowl, combine the panko bread crumbs, 
paprika, and 1 teaspoon of salt.  

5. Place the flour in another medium bowl.

6. Coat the chicken strips in the flour, then in the         
eggs, then in the bread crumbs and place on a         
baking sheet.
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7. Cut the broccoli into florets.

8. In a large bowl, toss the broccoli florets with 1         
tablespoon olive oil, ¼ teaspoon salt, ¼ teaspoon      
pepper, and half of the minced garlic.  Arrange on      
half of the remaining baking sheet. 

9. Cut the sweet potatoes in half lengthwise, then    
slice into half-moons. 

10. Toss the sweet potatoes in a large bowl with 
the remaining tablespoon of olive oil, ¼ teaspoon 
salt, ¼ teaspoon pepper, and minced garlic, and 
place on the baking sheet next to the broccoli.

 11. Bake both baking sheets simultaneously, until 
the veggies are browned and the chicken is crisp, 
about 20 minutes.

12. Ma12. Make the dipping sauce: Combine the    
mayonnaise, mustard, and honey in a small bowl. 

13. Serve the chicken and veggies with the dipping       
sauce, BBQ sauce, and ketchup, if using.
 
 Note: Paprika gives the chicken tenders a golden 
color and subtle flavor, but feel free to omit it.
 
**Vegan/Vegetarian Substitution: Replace the 
breaded chicken strips with your favorite vegan 
protein or load up on veggies and roast a third 
vegetable in place of chicken.
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AUTO CARE

The powerful  little box (Automotive batteries) is 
designed to deliver maximum current for a short time. 
They are sometimes referred to as “SLI batteries”, for 
starting, lighting and ignition. 
Automotive battery keeps the electric current steady: 
also stabilizes the voltage in order to keep your engine 
running safe. 

Car batteries vary in different types of specifications 
based on manufacturers and may display different 
symptoms that affects the weakness of your car 
battery. The major symptoms that will be caused due 
to weak or bad battery are as follows.

1.Slow engine crank: When you attempt to start the 
vehicle, the cranking of the engine is sluggish and takes 
longer than normal to start.

2.Check engine light: The check engine light sometimes 
appears when your battery power is weak. Strange 
system indicator lights appear –such as check engine 
and low coolant lights.

3.Slow Crank: You’re starting your car, and it keeps 
turning and turning, eventually starting–or not.

4.Dim headlights: If car battery is failing, it’s not going 
to be able to fully power your vehicle’s electrical 
components – including your headlights will be dim 
and weak.

5.Backfiring: This is one warning sign you can’t miss! 
A failing car battery can cause intermittent sparks. 
These sporadic sparks can lead to fuel accumulating in 
the cylinders when accumulated fuel is ignited.

6.Needing to press on the gas pedal to start: You 
shouldn’t need to give your car gas to get it to start if 
you find that your car is only starting when you press 
your foot on the gas pedal.

If you have these kinds of car issues,  please refer 
to your local mechanic and get the problem solved 
because your car battery is the source of your car!

Dawit Tedela 
Dave auto light vehicles mobile garage 
0913628231/0919847074
 MELA AUTO on FM 96.3(Monday 10-11& Tuesday 9-10)

THE POWERFUL 
LITTLE BOX.
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