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5 ARTISAN

Dear Friends 

Welcome to this special January edition of What’s Out. With 
the Great Ethiopian Home coming welcoming so many returning 
Ethiopian Diaspora, we have given particular  attention to this issue 
highlighting special events being held to celebrate this home coming; 
events to highlight the very best Ethiopia has to offer showcasing 
Made in Ethiopia fashion, exhibitions featuring talented Ethiopian 
artists among other interesting events and activities including of 



FEATURE STORY

Abrehot Library (meaning 
Enlightenment) recently 

opened its doors to the public. The construction of the 
spacious and modern 19,000-square-meter facility 
took almost two years to construct and cost more 
than 1.1 billion birr. The 4-storey facility, the largest 
public library in the country, is equipped with 1.5km 
long shelves that can stock up to 1.4 million books. 
The library building  also includes  8 bookstores, a 
delightful children’s reading area and parking that can 
accommodate 115 vehicles at a time. In addition the 
library currently houses more than 300,000 local and 
120,000 international research papers. 

LIBRARY FOR 
ADDIS ABABA.
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LIBRARY FOR 
ADDIS ABABA.

This one of its library is located in 4 kilo and is 
accessible to everyone; there is even a section for 
breastfeeding mothers and infants, including a braille 
section for visually impaired people and a modern 
cafeteria and meeting hall, theatre and playgrounds.

The organisation EthiopiaReads donated 15,000 
children’s books now on display and ready for children 
to read in the welcoming and bright new children’s 
library. Books are available in Amharic and other 
Ethiopian mother tongue languages.

Library Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/
groups/476748973796241



One of the first off the beaten track 
workshops I was excited to discover 
after moving back here 10 years ago 

was Entoto Beth Artisans – a small compound with 
women from Entoto working on creating innovative 
jewelry made from local recycled materials and scrap 
metals including coffee beans and bullets excavated 
from the Entoto Hills! 

This business began with the inspiration and help of 
their NGO partner (Beza Entoto Outreach) and they 
still work closely with BCDA to transform the 
community on Entoto.

We have all seen the women backs arched carrying 
loads of branches down the Entoto Road. Most 
residents of Entoto have come to  St. Mary’s Church 
on the mountain seeking healing from their disease 
through a regime of fasting, praying and bathing in the 
holy water near the church. Or they come with afflicted 
family members. Many women have left their rural 
communities and family members for the chance to 
be healed or because they have been outcast by their 
families…  and they find solace in the Entoto community 
with others who share the disease. However the chance 
for meaningful employment is slim and often the only 
resort for earning money is through begging or carrying 
back-breaking loads of firewood on their backs into the 
city for less than $1.25 per load. This is where Entoto 
Beth Artisans comes to light and provides these women 
with viable and sustainable opportunities.

FASHION

ENTOTO 
BETH 
ARTISANS. 
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Today the organisation employs over 
200 employees and they offer much 
more than justcoffee bean jewelry!

‘‘

Bethlehem Berhane started Entoto Beth Artisans with 
the vision of empowering these women living with HIV 
so prevalent in the Entoto hills above Addis.  She began 
providing counselling and once the women gained 
confidence she offered fair wage employment and 
technical training which enabled them to reintegrate 
into their communities and to become  self-supporting 
earning a living to support themselves. 

Nigist Haile, founder and executive director of CAWEE 
says: “Betty is focused, persistent, strong, assertive 
in achieving her dreams and stubborn when it comes 
to her visions. She also has endurance. She’s not the 
kind of person who just gives orders. Her leadership 
style is service-oriented. She’s a role model for 
her employees.”

Artisan Tizita explains, “it is like being part of a family 
we are friends to each other. We are always discussing 
our social problems, we find a solution together. It is 
priceless when you compare it to my life alone years 
before.”

Today the organisation employs over 200 
employees and they offer much more than just
coffee bean jewelry!

Find their products at the monthly NGO Bazaar at IEC church in 
Sarbet or visit their workshop near the Egyptian Embassy 
0118965097 or 0912605468

ENTOTO 
BETH 
ARTISANS. 
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TRAVEL

RIDE THE RIFT is a collaborative effort by four 
Ethiopian tour operators to re-energise Ethiopia’s 
tourism sector after the Covid-19 crisis and the 
conflict in Northern Ethiopia. In support of the call 
of PM Dr. Abiy for the Ethiopian Diaspora around 
the world to join the Great Ethiopian Home Coming, 
we have developed some special offers to give the 
diaspora some great options to get out and enjoy 
Ethiopia. Besides showcasing new destinations 
and activities in this beautiful country, we want 
to raise funds to support tourism professionals 
like guides and cooks who have no income since 
Covid-19 stopped tourism in March 2020. We 
run some Charity Events fundraising events, and 
raise additional funds on longer tours. We are all 
passionate about Ethiopia and want to share this 
by showing visitors and Ethiopian diaspora parts
 of their home country that they maybe haven’t 
seen yet.

Sample Tours:
Gurage Highland & Wonchi Crater: A special package 
for Diaspora Homecoming! This tour departing every 
Thursday takes you to one of the most underrated 

RIDE THE RIFT: 
SPECIAL TOUR 
PACKAGES .
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tourist destinations in Ethiopia, yet full of cultural 
treasures and delicious food: the ever green and 
peaceful Gurage area.
Gondar and Gorgora at Lake Tana: Visit the romantic 
imperial castles and churches of Gondar and Ethiopia’s 
biggest lake, Hayk Tana, on its northern shore, where 
the green and quiet oasis Gorgora lies. See some of 
Ethiopia’s endemic wildlife & beautiful birds.
Sidama coffee and Lake Langano
Explore Ethiopia’s Rift Valley lakes until the Sidama 
coffee region where you can dive into local culture, 
visit coffee farms and enjoy authentic Ethiopian coffee 
ceremonies. The perfect ending is Lake Langano where 
you can bathe among hippos and water birds.

Our tour participants have the support of an 
experienced and well-organised team of tour leaders 
supported by professional guides, drivers, cooks and 
camp managers. We pool our best resources to give 
clients the best possible experience and we support 
Community Tourism.

For full information on this and many other tours check this link
www.go.simienecotours.com/ethiopian-diaspora-tours
Or email ridetherift2020@gmail.com
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POINT OF VIEW

By Michael Metaferia
From the land of origins Ethiopia, I send you all my 
warmest New Year wishes.January 01 marks the New 
Year for many people around the world just
as here in Ethiopia New Year is celebrated by some but 
the Ethiopian Holy Days of Christmas and Timket are 
celebrated by millions of Ethiopians both at home in 
Ethiopia or abroad. 

The New Year is a time which brings us new hope, new 
beginnings and a fresh start. Owing to that, many of 
us plan new year resolutions: to buy something we 
really wanted for a while, to stop a longstanding bad 
habit, or to even start a new routine.
Sunrises are those breath taking moments when the 
first rays of light shine to break the dawn, bringing a 
new horizon, a new day full of possibilities. 

In Japan, there is a tradition that connects these two 
observances.Hatsuhinode, the first sunrise of the 
year, is an important tradition adhered by waking up 
at dawn to witness the first sunrise on New Year’s 
Day. Whether you’re watching from a shrine or 
mountaintop, this spectacular sight will set the tone for 
the whole year ahead! 

Photograph: Sunrise at Lake Asale, Danakil
Depression, Ethiopia

Michael is a travel photographer here in Ethiopia
instagram.com/mickey. 251

NEW YEAR 
REFLECTIONS.

?
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The founder of Tureta shoe shine Mr HaileGiorgis 
Tassew his nick name (Haile Mojito) because he has a 
bar called Haile Mojito . He uses to be a shoe shiner 
when he was young.  That’s how his pattion grow to 
open acute shoe shine place at the Karachi’s. 
Haile use to work Tureta shoe polish shop opened in 
Kazanchis owned by Mr Haile Moitto on November 
2021. It is the only shoe polish shop with a museum 
look to exist in Addis Ababa its like a small shoe polish 
and museum house purpose of educating and sharing 
information about old Ethiopia with Some interesting 
artefacts during the 90th Haile the owner says. we 
seek to create an experience that is worthy of our 
customers. Shoe shining is part of my vision of service; 
we hope you will experience our service!

Facebook: Tureta Shoe Shine
Instagram: turetashoeshine
Location Kasanchis near on the side of Negist tower 
For more information: 0978980401 /0913229566

TURETA SHOE 
SHINE.
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I’d like to talk about a friend and a co-worker of mine 
whose character, her keen interest and endeavor 
of portraying the Ethiopian Orthodox church and 
Ethiopia’s history in general, by extracting and 
reflecting on a canvas what seems to be a thread at 
first glance, but upon closer inspection reveals its self 
to be a fabric, never fails to earn my admiration.
For anyone who engages with her in a conversation 
having the proclivity to know about the history of her 
country, her deep knowledge and understanding which 
she reflects in her paintings from her perspective, 
helps that person gain a deep insight.  

Having been born and raised in her country, Ethiopia, 
surrounded by its beautiful landscape, rich religious 
and cultural diversity and a proud regal past; 
combined with inspiration from great renaissance 
artists, she managed to capture the essence of her 
identity. One piece that evolved from such inspiration, 
was derived from the book of Enoch where she 
depicted Enoch contemplating, as he gazed towards 
several cliff-monasteries from a mountain.

EYERUSALEM 
HADDIS : 
INSPIRATIONAL 
ARTIST.

By Edom Belete Habtegebriel
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Though her material is sourced from books she 
has read (a hobby as well as a habit of hers),  she 
manages to depict it from her own viewpoint 
and sentiment, which present itself as simple yet 
profound.

Despite being a new artist, she has made great 
strides in her achievements to which she conveys 
her deepest gratitude to her loving and supporting 
husband, who always stood by her side in her artistic 
endeavors while they are both raising their two lovely 
children.
Five years from now, she sees herself well versed 
in Geez language and extensive travel throughout 
Ethiopia to further uncover stories that haven’t yet 
been told.

Dear readers: Eyerusalem’s work, which is endowed 
with her spiritual journey will be exhibited on 
large canvasses and properly framed in her solo 
art exhibition- an attendance that will be  truly 
worthwhile.  

Instagram
‘eyerusalem_arts’
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The Ethiopian Art Conservation Program (EACP) is 
a bilateral project between Belgium and Ethiopia 
which has been in place since January of this year. In 
August 2021 it became an independent organization 
responsible for providing restoration and conservation 
education in Ethiopia. For both the structural build-up 
of the project and the implementation of the education, 
EACP calls on Ethiopian professionals. 

In January 2020, conservator Naomi Meulemans 
(The Phoebus Foundation, Antwerp Belgium) set out 
to explore the cultural sector in Ethiopia; she went in 
search of her roots and history in the country she left as 
a child in 1990. Her goal was to bring together Western 
knowledge of art conservation with the substantive 
expertise and deontology of dealing with cultural 
heritage in Ethiopia. 

Using our preserved heritage to look back can provide a 
new interpretation of both cultural issues and traceable 
evidence of our society’s identity. It is precisely this 
search for identity that forms the founding principles of 
the Ethiopian Art Conservation Program. Not only does 
Ethiopia have an unparalleled wealth of historical sites 
that are part of humanity’s anthropological history, 
but the overwhelming amount of on-going art and 
cultural experiences is impossible to map. Ethiopian 
art is inextricably linked to daily and ceremonial life. 
From childhood one comes into contact with centuries-
old traditions which carry liturgical and philosophical 

ETHIOPIAN ART 
CONSERVATION 
PROGRAM.

By Naomi Meulemans

ARTS & CULTURE
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ETHIOPIAN ART 
CONSERVATION 
PROGRAM.

meanings. The traditions are recorded in everything, from 
art objects to utensils and in educational and decorative 
depictions. It stands above all else that Ethiopia is a 
crossroads of history, art and culture.There are a variety of 
projects including everything from excavation sites to well-
organized conservation campaigns on historical Ethiopian 
artifacts inside the country as well as those located 
in institutions and museums worldwide. Not only have 
these projects increased the international knowledge of 
Ethiopian history, they have also stimulated tourist activities 
throughout the country. In fact, cultural tourism has grown 
to the point of becoming the number one source of income 
for local Ethiopian professionals.

While tourism brings with it a renewed vigilance, putting 
heritage front and center on the table, it is striking that 
there are no officially organized art conservation and 
deontology training programs for dealing with heritage 
within Ethiopia itself.  Tourism and the cultural sector seem 
to be booming, but nurturing, preserving and restoring 
for the future seem to be largely a foreign affair. However, 
there is a great local concern for heritage conservation. 

Conservators with an interest in this project are welcome to 
join all of our future events and can find more information 
on our website: www.ethioart.org.

For full article and further information:
https://www.iiconservation.org/content/ethiopian-dream-art-
conservation-ethiopian-art-conservation-program-first-program-train

By Naomi Meulemans
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A PASSION FOR 
TRADITIONAL 
FOOD EVOLVES 
INTO A 
SUCCESFUL 
FEMALE 
ENTREPRENEUR 
BUSINESS.
Maheder Admasu created Maheder Food Processing 
PLC in 2013. With a passion for home prepared food, 
Maheder had a vision to develop her food business – to 
not only cater to the local market but fulfil an increasing 
international demand for traditional Ethiopian cuisine, 
namely readymade wots, spices and sauces. 
Maheder’s drive to see her business succeed, led her 
to become a finalists in a national venture competition. 
Her business idea in the competition was to provide 
packed traditional foods, stew, sauces, spices, and 
drinks. What makes her business unique today is that 
she distributes traditional wots and other products 
to supermarkets, hotels and individuals in Addis 
Ababa. There’s a testing center so that customers can 
order directly after sampling products. Her products 
go through thorough and frequent quality control 
checks conducted by the sub-city. The company 
has 7 employees, 3 are female and 7 are youth. 
Management consists of 3 young females. Maheder 
Food understands the importance of CSR; for 
instance, an additional charge of 25 cents applied to 
all products sold directly. The funds once accumulated 
are used to prepare food which is donated as meals 
for underprivileged children. Female staff members 
are also provided with meals, uniforms, and their 
own restroom facility (including soap). In the area of 
environmental sustainability, the company generates 
zero paper waste and separates recyclable materials 
from waste.
Maheder Foods Ethiopia provides high quality, ready-
to-eat delicious Ethiopian foods in Bambis and Novis 
(Inside Hilton Hotel) supermarkets.  

Call for delivery! 
0927222216
0927222217 
0911008179
mahederfood@gmail.com
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Colonel John Charles Robinson  was an American 
of African descent, a descendant of  the enslaved 
Africans who were taken captive to America.  He was 
recruited to defend Ethiopia against the invading 
forces of Benito Mussolini.  He was not the only African 
descendant to support Ethiopia.  Robinson was part of 
a generation that responded to the invitation before 
the war to help modernize Ethiopia.  Benito Mussolini 
was an ally of Adolf Hitler and part of the international 
Axis Powers.  Mussolini’s motivation was to punish 
Ethiopians for their 1896 Adwa victory and to create a 
colony for Italy.  Robinson’s thoughts were to help keep 
Ethiopia forever free and to never become a colony as 
other African countries. 

Born in Mississippi in 1903 Robinson graduated from 
the famous Tuskegee Institute in 1924.  Robinson lived 
in a racially segregated America---a system of life 
like apartheid.  He received his pilot’s license under 
extreme odds in 1927.  In 1930 the world witnessed 
the coronation of Haile Selassie as the new emperor of 
Ethiopia.  This inspired millions of African descendants 
around the world for a new future for Africa.  During 
the war years he flew reconnaissance, and was also 
the personal pilot to Emperor Haile Selassie.  He 

THE FATHER 
OF ETHIOPIAN 
AIRLINES.

SPOT LIGHT

27



witnessed and reported the enemy’s use of mustard 
gas and other atrocities.  He served in the war in 1935 
until 1944.  Although leaving Ethiopia in 1936 he was 
part of public appearances to bring attention to the 
situation in Ethiopia which he felt was being ignored.  
He later returned to Ethiopia to train pilots for the new 
air force in 1946.  Unfortunately, he died from injuries 
in a plane crash flying a medical mission in 1954.  He 
is buried in the Catholic Cemetery in Gulele in Addis 
Ababa.

Honored in death in 2015 the U.S. Embassy in 
Ethiopia dedicated their reading garden to Colonel 
Robinson.  As seen in Ghana in 2019, called the Year 
of Return, the new generation of African descendants 
are traveling to African countries not only for 
vacations and holidays, but education, investment 
and  relocation.   In their return they are seeking to 
recollect their heritage and roots through genealogy 
documents, DNA tests, film, oral histories and more.   
Robinson becomes of great interest to those traveling 
to Ethiopia and Africa in the 21st century, because 
in him they see an extraordinary African connection, 
and a shining example of bravery, heroism and Pan 
Africanism.   

Johnny L. Coleman II
Founder & Chief Anthropologist
Anthro21
Web:   www.anthro21.com
Email:  Anthro21@gmail.com
LinkedIn profile
www.anthro21.com
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BEAUTY

There are several benefits to using oatmeal soap. 
Other than its lavish foaming, it’s great for treating 
skin problems, such as eczema. This little bar is very 
powerful when it comes to replacing missing nutrients 
back into your skin. If you’re someone who suffers from 
skin disorders or are just looking for the ultimate-soap 
to use in the shower, this blog is for you. Here are 
some benefits for using this extraordinary, rich and 
organic soap, you may not know. Known as a ‘wonder’ 
ingredient, oatmeal and its powerful healing protect 
your skin from harsh elements. Oatmeal is known for 
breaking down barriers of aging along with a multitude 
of almost magical pampering capabilities. It is helpful 
to our heart as well. One of the biggest reasons people 
selects this type of soap is, it’s ideal for treating skin 
disorders. As an anti-inflammatory agent, oatmeal 
has a score of anti-oxidants. People who suffer from 
skin disorders such as eczema, psoriasis and poison 
ivy brag about the use of oatmeal. This soap will help 
control many of these illnesses. But, it’s also known 
for reducing pores, furthermore oatmeal combats the 
aging process. Calms skin, soothes itching or irritated 
skin. Many people use oatmeal soap because it’s good 
for all skin types, especially those with sensitive skin. 
This soap is natural, gentle, and never harsh. People 
with oily skin can enjoy the absorbing qualities of this 
type of soap. Oatmeal is excellent for taking up the oil 
without drying and making it uncomfortable. 

Ethiopian Skin Beauty Secret is a start-up business 
specialising in hand-made organic beauty products 
: herbal soaps, hair ,treatments, lotions and more. 
They now make Oat soaps. They have several Addis 
Locations.

Find them on Facebook or call 
+251 91 145 9537

OATMEAL SOAP: 
BEAUTIFYING & 
CLEANSING.
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Epilepsy has no identifiable cause in about half 
the people with the condition. In the other half, the 
condition may be traced to various factors such 
as a genetic influence or traumatic head or brain 
injury. Other conditions that can cause seizures 
include brain tumours or strokes, central nervous 
system infectious diseases (such as meningitis, AIDS 
and viral encephalitis),prenatal injury (babies can 
suffer brain damage before they are born) from 
an infection in the mother, poor nutrition or lack of 
oxygen supply.
At CareEpilepsy Ethiopia, our vision is to see people 
affected by epilepsy and associated disabilities 
receive the quality medical care they need and the 
public respect, fairness and understanding they 
deserve so that they can live a healthy, productive 
life, free from discrimination and stigma, and have 
opportunity to realise their full potential. 

Enat Yewnetu is the Founder and CEO of 
CareEpilepsy Ethiopia,a charity working for 
people with epilepsy in low-resource countries.  
She completed her first degree in Business 
administration from Andrews University (USA) and 
continued studying for her Masters at East London 
University in London, England. Whilst in England, 
she worked as a public health specialist on health 
improvement, health protection and health services. 
She is responsible for the overall coordination and 
management of the epilepsy programmed working 
hand in hand with local public health agencies and 
other non-governmental organizations. 

CareEpilepsy Ethiopia relies on the generosity of 
supporters such as yourself. Your financial support 
helps us continue our mission and assist people living 
with epilepsy in Ethiopia. To learn more about us, 
please visit our website www.care-epilepsyethiopia.
org and www.fcebook.com/CareEpilepsy/
 

If you require any additional information, do not hesitate to contact 
us on +251 116694455 (Ethiopia) and +44 07596817212 (UK) – 
email: ceo@careepilepsyethiopia.org
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ROASTED 
AUBERGINE 
& TOMATO 
CURRY.

RECIPE

Preparation and cooking time

- Prep:15 mins
- Cook:45 mins
- Easy
- Serves 4

Slightly sweet with added richness from the 
coconut milk, this simple vegan curry is a winner. 
It’s also freezable if you need a quick midweek fix

Ingredients

- 600g baby aubergines, sliced into rounds
- 3 tbsp olive oil
- 2 onions, finely sliced
- 2 garlic cloves, crushed
- 1 tsp garam masala
- 1 tsp turmeric
- 1 tsp ground coriander
- 400ml can chopped tomatoes
- 400ml can coconut milk
- pinch of sugar (optional)
- ½ small pack coriander, roughly chopped
- rice or chapatis, to serve

By Chelsie Collins
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Method

- STEP 1
Heat oven to 200C/180C fan/gas 6. Toss the 
aubergines in a roasting tin with 2 tbsp olive oil, 
season well and spread out. Roast for 20 mins or 
until dark golden and soft.

- STEP 2
Heat the remaining oil in an ovenproof pan or 
flameproof casserole dish and cook the onions over 
a medium heat for 5-6 mins until softening. Stir in 
the garlic and spices, for a few mins until the spices 
release their aromas.

- STEP 3
Tip in the tomatoes, coconut milk and roasted 
aubergines, and bring to a gentle simmer. Simmer 
for 20-25 mins, removing the lid for the final 5 mins 
to thicken the sauce. Add a little seasoning if you like, 
and a pinch of sugar if it needs it. Stir through most 
of the coriander. Serve over rice or with chapatis, 
scattering with the remaining coriander.
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DID YOU KNOW

Proudly Ethiopian

ከአልኮል ነፃ ፤ ኃይል ሰጪ

You don’t want to miss 
a single moment
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Ethiopia is known and appreciated the world over 
for its exquisite and intricate Crosses representing 
the centuries old Orthodox faith of the country going 
back to the preAxumite period. Crosses were first 
created out of wood, bone, leather and stone. The 
Falasha Jews, allegedly first practised the art and 
skill of producing crosses from silver. During the 19th 
century with the advent of silver coins, village artisans 
began to produce the traditionally worn cross in silver, 
beginning with simply carving a cross from the coin 
itself.  However, in most cases the silver was melted 
down and a cross was then cast in wax thereby 
creating unique designs and styles. As the tradition 
evolved and expanded, many different cross designs 
began to be attributed to specific regions of Ethiopia. 
To this day certain styles are still identified with 
certain parts of the country with crosses from Axum, 
Lalibela, Gondar and Shewa remaining extremely 
popular.  At the invitation of Menelik II, an Armenian 
goldsmith made the Imperial Crown and thereafter 
Armenians began introducing their own style and skill 
of craftsmanship in particular the delicate work of 
filigree. 

Typically today to meet the continued demand for 
crosses, raw material is collected from different 
sources including used or damaged silver or old coins 
mostly from Yemen; sterling and fine silver sheet metal 
and bar stock (copper and brass included) are also 
used.  

I was privileged to be invited to observe silversmithing 
in action in a Piassa workshop: After the melting of the 
raw material, the design is then drawn on paper and 
placed over the silver or metal and specific shapes 
are then cut accordingly. Hammers are also used to 
form the metal at room temperature; as the material 
is hammered, bent, and worked, it hardens. The design 
is “burned” into the silver or metal and then has to 
be smoothed repeatedly until it becomes very fine 
using hand tools for this detailed task.  Once heated 
by charcoal, modern silversmiths commonly use gas-
burning torches as heat sources or even laser beam 
welding. Finally, once the design is set, the piece of 
jewelry must be cleaned in a solution of boiling water, 
lemon and salt several times. Next a hard brush 
and fine cloth are used for the drying and polishing 
processes until the finished product is smooth and 
gleaming and ready to be displayed! If you cannot 
afford silver or gold, then you can still opt for copper or 
brass or nickel which are individually crafted.
Particular  thanks go to designer/silversmith Mulugeta 
Behailu who allowed me into his Piassa workshop to 
observe and photograph artisans performing this 
delicate and intricate work. His shop specialising in 
beautiful silver items is located in Haya Hulet in front 
of St. Gabriel Hospital.

Anne Silver - 0911434238/0911374743

THE ART OF 
SILVERS-
MITHING .
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Proudly Ethiopian
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THE ART OF 
SILVERS-
MITHING .
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