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5 ARTS & CULTURE

Dear Friends
Welcome to the September issue and Happy New Year! 
September is the month that draws the long rainy season to 
a close and the grass is lush and green and the flowers are 
bright  yellow! 

We introduce you to a great new green company called Green 
Heart Plantscaping and profile a fun day out for the family 
at Alem Artisan Village with sunny days ahead. Time now to  
rewind and get fit with Heran and her energising monthly 
column on Yoga and this month “connecting to our inner child”. 
We wish you a good month ahead.
Team What’s Out 



https://youtu.be/nuJFjx44ILM

FEATURE STORY

G
reen Heart Plantscaping is a 
dynamic start up business aiming 
to produce the highest quality of 
indoor plants, along with attractive 
planters that are decorated or 
made from natural materials. 

 
Throughout her life General Manager Eyerusalem 
Samuel  has always been passionate about 
plants: caring and researching them, lovingly 
creating a jungle in her own home and greening 
the community around her. Self-taught,  plus 
her experience and life long  interest in plants 
was what brought Eyerusalem to thinking 
about sharing this passion through a thoughtful 
business which focused on houseplants and the 
environment. As a plant customer, she had found 
a gap in the Ethiopian market when looking for 
quality plants and attractive planters; the COVID 
lockdown conveniently provided  her with the time 
to further research and develop her idea until she 
felt it was the right moment to shape her project.

In Ethiopia most of the available planters are 
made from artificial materials and so to display 
a natural plant in a natural planter proved to 
be an innovative idea plus was environmentally  
friendly. The positive reaction from customers was 
immediate and the team of Green Heart continues 
working hard to perfect their unique design 
planters, both aesthetically and practically. 

Bearing in mind the health benefits of houseplants, 
Green Heart is also committed to sharing the art 

A BUSINESS 
WITH A HEART 
AND PASSION 
FOR PLANTS. 
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https://youtu.be/nuJFjx44ILM

about caring and preserving plants: they provide pre 
and post-sales care assessment to customers, such as 
suggesting the right plant for the right spot. Green Heart 
is also able to provide a carefully designed landscaping 
service of gardens and green areas.
The project importantly also supports several local social 
enterprises: Green Heart is a premium customer for 
clay producers like the Kechene Women’s Cooperative 
and Ensera Pottery Center and they have started to 
create planters from upcycled glass jars produced by 
Alternative Addis. 

To be sustainable was always a core target for their 
business and they are proud to contribute to the 
reuse of plastic disposals: around 50% of planters are 
produced from recycled plastic containers for example. 
The Green Heart workshop also produces 3 different 
collections of planters decorated by natural agave rope 
handmade locally in the countryside. To give planters a 
characteristic Ethiopian flavour, they are also decorating 
them with traditional artisanal Ethiopian fabric “telet”. 
Last but not least, all Green Heart products are proudly 
made in Ethiopia by Ethiopian artisans with love.  The 
company is proud to already in just two years to have 
become a leader in the upmarket of indoor plants and 
with the goal of of working towards and becoming the 
leading company!

Contact:
Greenheart Plantscaping 
+251921317417 or +251913450858
greenheartplantscaping@gmail.com
https://t.me/greenheartplantscaping
https://www.instagram.com/greenheartplantscaping/
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Alem Artisan Village is a hidden gem conveniently 
located in the heart of Addis Ababa’s diplomatic 
enclave in the Old Airport area.  Tucked away 
behind the Vatican, and steps from the Norwegian 
embassy, this cosy vintage compound with mature 
trees has a lot to offer.

The compound boasts an industrial-chic Italian 
restaurant popular for its authentic Italian brick-
oven pizza and delicious hand-crafted pasta .Enjoy 
a business luncheon, a family meal or an evening of 
romantic dinner with a private claypot fireplace in 
this indoor / outdoor restaurant. The breathtaking, 
nature-filled wellness studio behind the art gallery 
is a green space beautifully designed for practicing 
natural exercise. Run by professional instructors, 
daily yoga classes with different styles and intensity 
as well as Zumba classes are offered. Jump start 
your day with the morning classes or gently unwind 
with the evening classes.

The art gallery and furniture showrooms offer 
vintage and new paintings as well as accent and 
practical side pieces for your home and office.   The 
cabana shops include Ruby Leather offering high-
end Ethiopian leather products ideal for daily use 
and gifts.  Ornas Handicraft featuring beautiful 
hand-woven textiles for the home and business.  
The green house offers potted house greens and 
one-of-a-kind plants as well as 
landscaping services. 

ALEM ARTISAN 
VILLAGE: 
EXPERIENCE 
TRANQUILITY.
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The compound is ideal for a day retreat 
away from the cities noise -- attend a 
yoga class guided by a professional, 
grab a delicious Italian meal in one of 
the best Italian restaurants in Addis.

Coming soon in the village is Afropian -- a fusion of 
unique African designs from clothing, handmade 
jewellery to home accessories.  Also coming soon is 
a Gourmet and Wellness shop with packaged food, 
scented candles, essential oils and natural beauty 
products.

The compound is ideal for a day retreat away from 
the cities noise -- attend a yoga class guided by a 
professional, grab a delicious Italian meal in one of 
the best Italian restaurants in Addis, shop for unique 
Ethiopian gifts in the artisan stores and complete your 
day out with high-tea  and relax in the soon to come 
tea shop.

The outdoor courtyard is available for hosting group 
events up to 125 people with advance reservation. 
A.L.E.M Bazaar “Arts Lunch Entertainment and More” 
is a special theme bazaar occasionally featured in 
the compound. Follow the social media for the next 
scheduled bazaar.
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The Ethiopian Wildlife Protection Authority 
employees have planted trees in the Entoto Nature 
Park during the 4th round of the Green Legacy 
Program.

FDRE Tourism Minister Ambassador Nasise Chali 
delivered a message on the tree planting program 
stating that the current green footprint program 
is to create many national parks managed by the 
authority and to help the growth of tourism in the  
country. The biggest task is not only planting trees 
but also providing proper monitoring and care and 
that everyone should all work responsibly to take 
care of the trees.

Mr. Solomon Mekonen, Deputy Director General of 
Ethiopian Wildlife Protection Authority, said that his 
office planted and cared for more than 3 thousand 
trees last year. The deputy chief said that Ethiopian 
Wildlife Protection Authority is working with detailed 
attention addressed to forest cover expansion. The 
director said that in the past four years, he has been 

GREEN LEGACY 
PROGRAM 
CONTINUES.
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involved with planting more than 428 thousand 
seedlings in 191.36 hectares

Mr. Mekoya Mamo, the director of the Ethiopian 
Heritage Trustees Association confirmed that the 
Ethiopian Heritage Trustee Association is doing 
much work in the field of expanding seedlings and 
saving Ethiopia’s forest resources. The director 
has said they have planted more than 3 million 
seedlings found in Ethiopia alone and distributed 2 
million 4 hundred thousand seedlings to different 
organizations and regions. He stated that planting a 
tree is not only an act that needs to be taken care of 
but also to take care of the 3 thousand trees planted 
here today. Employees from the Ministry of Tourism 
and other organizations, invited artists and members 
of Ethiopian Culture and Tourism Journalists 
Association have participated in the program.

SOURCE: ETHIOPIAN WILDLIFE CONSERVATION AUTHORITY 
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NEWS

LUXURY 
HOTEL 
OPENS 
WITHIN BOLE 
AIRPORT.
Ethiopian Airlines has opened a hotel in Bole 
International Airport The hotel will provide modern 
hotel services, especially aimed at  international 
transit passengers.

This airport hotel has a modern restaurant and 
is operated by Skylight Hotel with a bar and 97 
bedrooms.

Long-haul transit passengers will be provided with 
comfortable bedrooms where they can rest until the 
next flight The hotel’s open for 24-hours spacious, 
pet-friendly rooms and suites come with luxury 
bedding, and flat-screen TVs.. Only a one-night stay 
is permitted due to government regulations and 
once guests check-in at the hotel, they cannot leave 
the premises.

Ethiopian Airlines have launched new destinations 
in Athens in Greece, Chennai in India, Damman in 
Saudi Arabia, Jakarta in Indonesia and Bahrain. 
These new routes are added to the airline’s 127 
international destinations. Ethiopian commands the 
lion’s share of the Pan-African passenger and cargo 
network operating the youngest and most modern 
fleet to more than 130 international passenger and 
cargo destinations across five continents.
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SSAAVVEE  TTHHEE  DDAATTEE  
OOccttoobbeerr  1144  --  1166,,  22002222  
FFrriiddaayy  &&  SSaattuurrddaayy  

Traditional Oktoberfest with  
live music, Bavarian delicacies 

and free flow of beer.  

SSuunnddaayy  
 Family Day, special Bavarian Brunch 

 with live music, free flow of beer  
and soft drinks.  

Ticket Sale at the Hilton Lobby  
as of September 10, 2022 

from 9am - 7pm 

For bookings or more information, please 
call: +251 115 170000, Ext 929 

or email: 
reservations.addisababa@hilton.com 
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This summer, Heritage Watch Association Ethiopia 
(HW) partnered with the Institute of Ethiopian Studies 
(Addis Ababa University) to locate and interview 
individuals who survived the Yekatit 12 massacre and 
sought shelter at the American Gebbi (Merkato). 

The story of how the American Gebbi in Addis Ababa 
served as a site of refuge for hundreds of refugees 
in 1937 is a little-known historical moment and not 
a focus of scholarly attention. In recent years, there 
has been a desire to shift beyond the grand narrative 
of Yekatit 12 and to include the stories of ordinary 
Ethiopians who experienced it. 

The project team has been publicizing a call for 
individuals to share their testimonies — their own or 
recollections of their family members or community 
contacts — that focuses on the role of American Gebbi 
under the U.S. Ambassador Cornelius Van Engert. 
The research, led by historians at IES, will facilitate 
individual or group oral history interviews, following 
professional ethical standards. The objective is to 
help preserve the public memory of survivors at the 
American Gebbi in the Mercato neighborhood and its 
importance to Addis Ababa heritage. 
Community-based research is an emerging research 
approach in Ethiopian knowledge-making and 
an exciting one for Heritage Watch Association 
as it strives to do its work in collecting narratives 

REVISITING 
NARRATIVES 
OF YEKATIT 
12, 1937: IN 
SEARCH OF 
SURVIVORS 
AT THE 
AMERICAN 
GIBBI.



around Addis Ababa and the making of Addis Ababa. 
By elevating public memory and individual testimony, 
through carefully conducted oral history interviews, 
these forms of heritage will be recorded and available as 
wisdom and insight for present and future generations. 
This research strategy has been to focus on a few 
individuals and organizations that may have relevant 
information.

If you or someone you know was a witness to this 
historical event, there are two opportunities to 
participate: Contact Heritage Watch Association about 
setting up a time to share your knowledge and arrange 
an interview. This project is generously supported by the 
U.S. Embassy in Ethiopia.

Heritage Watch Association is a civil society, non-profit 
and non-political organization. HW acts as a resource 
center that supports the production of educational tools 
to advance Ethiopian urban heritage. Their programmatic 
focus is dedicated to featuring local Addis Ababa 
history, via projects such as producing virtual tours, and 
supporting spaces for intergenerational conversations 
and engagement with heritage through recently launched 
heritage clubs and toolkit. 

Learn more at hwethiopia.org or @heritageET

CONTACT 
Bethelehem Gebremedhen, Project Coordinator, 
bethigebre3@gmail.com, +251(0)912358998



YOGA & 
CONNECTING 
TO OUR 
INNER CHILD.
With the arrival of the 2015 Ethiopian New Year, we have 
another chance to fulfill our newly made resolutions. We 
can reflect & introspect on the affirmations broken and 
kept. It is important to realize that life’s progress is not 
necessarily a straight line. How do we envision improving 
our lives? What exactly do we want to embody, hear 
and see? What do we truly wish for ourselves and our 
families? Can we be more healthy? What does it mean 
to be happy?

As children we look at the world as a huge infinite 
place filled with imagination, endless possibilities and 
dreams. We play, run, move and stretch naturally. All 
that changes as hormones take over and we explore 
our individuality, as we become rebellious teens, we 
stop believing in magic and fantasies. We find many 
stories proven to be lies and make-belief. This might 
cause confusion, disappointment, anger & grief. We can 
channel what we feel through dance, martial arts, or 
translate our sentiments through poetry. Practicing yoga 
may also promote a sense of peace.

As young adults, when we are able to make our 
own choices, finally. We may intend to do many 
things differently. We update, upscale and upgrade 
to modernity. We can keep up with  technological 
advancements and we can do with less sleep. Some 
may choose to drown themselves in parties, while 
others preserve and focus their energy. We will learn for 
ourselves that practice makes perfect consistently.

As responsible parents or elders, more mature and wise, 
still in the prime of our lives, our perspective shifts to 
survive & thrive. We climb the societal ladder and aim to 

YOGA
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provide for our loved ones, either financially or in kind. We 
realize that the best things come for free, like attention 
and quality time. Fulfilling our full potential makes us rise.

We all face extreme challenges at some point in life, 
which are supposed to make us grow. What doesn’t kill 
you, makes you stronger. Hulum le bego new! However, it 
is important to remember who we truly are, our unique 
mission and purpose, our big dreams and small wishes. 
When we reconnect to our inner child, we may rediscover 
what we were conditioned to hide. I recommend you 
spend 5 minutes in child’s pose to surrender your worries 
and release the tensions your shoulders hold. We deeply 
relax in this forward fold. Solitude may help you download 
divine inspiration and wise words.

When we practice to stay present with our adult 
understanding, while looking into fears of our childhood 
programming, a healing process could take place. . . lifting 
the burden of guilt and shame. When we meditate, we 
learn to differentiate the sources of all the thoughts, 
the media influence, external opinions, whispers of our 
ancestors & our own actual inner voice. In silence you 
may connect the dots. You may relate to the need for 
more balance between, the higher & lower self, business, 
pleasure, relaxation & sports. Yoga breaks blockages and 
helps set our minds free.

 

 Writer: Heran Tadesse/ Heran’s Yoga & Poetry
+251 (0) 929112170
HeranTadesse@gmail.com
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Many readers will already know about the wonderful 
exclusively volunteer run Addis Animal project; rescuing 
abandoning cats and dogs, fostering them and trying 
to place them in forever homes. The life of a stray dog 
or cat on the streets of Addis is not an easy one in an 
already city overcrowded with people. 

Addis Animal Project (AAP) is a noble project that aims 
to get homeless dogs and cats off the streets of Addis 
Ababa be spayed/neutered and then adopted. The 
program also provides medical care to street dogs as 
needed or is feasible Volunteers can help in different 
ways from networking to knowledge transfer and we 
provide free training & supporting resources.

Fund Raising for Addis Animal Project is run by 
committed past and present members of the Addis 
Ababa community. The program is strictly voluntary. 
Addis Animal Project provides medical care services 
for dogs and cats by partnering with volunteer animal 
veterinarians and animal care specialists.  

The survival of AAP is based only on private small 
donations 
PayPal : addisanimalproject@gmail.com 
Local donations of Ethiopian Birr will be given directly to 
the shelter.

Follow them on Facebook https://www.facebook.com/
AddisAnimalProject.AAP
or online https://addisanimalproject.org/

ADDIS 
ANIMAL 
PROJECT; 
HELPING 
ANIMALS IN 
NEED.
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The Hager Fikir theater 
is going to be open 
to the public after it’s 
renovation.

The theater’s manager 
Abdulkarim Jemal said 
that the Hager Fikir 
theater will be open 
for service within two 
months. In Africa’s 
oldest theater (Hager 
Fikir Theater) organized 
by patriots on July 11, 
1927 E.C. This is what 
it was founded on. 
Understanding the 
role of art in saving 
Ethiopia from the 
fascist Italian invaders, 
the Ethiopian People’s 
Patriot Association 
will be 87 years since 
the establishment of a 
family.

The theater has 
launched actors in 
the field of acting, 
dancing and music. Eul 
Yohannes, Frew Hailu, 
Assefa Abate, Melaku 
Begosew, Beshah 
Teklemariam, Abrar 
Abdo, Aster Aweke, 
Tilahun Gesse, Nigatau 
Kelkayna Ashene are all 
mentioned.

The theater manager 
Mr. Abdulkarim Jemal 
said that the theater 
that has been under 
renovation since the eve 
of COVID 19 iand s now 
being completed ; the 
renovation work is being 
completed including 
renewing and restoring 
chairs, curtains etc.
The renovation has been 
done sympathetically 
according to its original 
historical interior 
and exterior and the 
renovation process has 
been overseen by the 
city’s culture, tourism 
and art bureau of 
heritage preservation. 
Desere Fikir Theater 
renovation work will 
include creating comfort 
for customers and 
enhancing the stage so 
it will be able to present 
better shows and 
attract more customers.
Desere Fikir Theater 
has 128 permanent 
employees and it has 
stated that there will 
be no decrease in the 
number of employees 
during the 19 months of 
renovation.

CITY HIGHLIGHT
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Enkutatash, Ethiopian 
New Year, falls on 
September 11 when 
the rain decreases and 
the sun begins to shine 
once again. Enkutatash 
means “gift of jewels.” 
When the Queen of 
Sheba retuned from 
her journey to visit King 
Solomon in Jerusalem, 
her chiefs welcomed her 
back by replenishing her 
treasury with enku, or 
jewels. Following New 
Year, seasonal birds such 
as the Yemeskel Wof visit; 
yellow flowers known as 
Adey Abeba come out in 
profusion and lush green 
grass covers  fields and 
mountains. Little girls 
start singing the familiar 
song Abeba Ayewosh 
a week before the 
holiday begins. Wearing 
Ethiopian cultural 
dress completed by an 
elaborate hairstyle, and 
carrying a small drum 
and flowers, the young 
girls visit each house in 
their village/community 
extending wishes for a 
happy and prosperous 
new year. 

And on the eve of 
Enkutatash, village 
elders and young boys 
gather outside to attend 
a bonfire ceremony. The 
ceremony begins when 
a chibo, a bunch of long, 
thin sticks, is lit. While the 
boys and elders do this, 
the little girls continue 
to sing Abeba Ayewosh 
around the bonfire. 
In every household, 
Ethiopian traditional food 
like Doro Wot and brews 
like Tella and Tej, will be 
prepared for the feast. 
The following day, New 
Year is celebrated across 
the country. Enkutatash is 
a time of warmth, where 
families, friends, and 
neighbors pay each other 
visits, wishing each other 
a happy new year.
While the Holidays listed 
above are traditionally 
for Ethiopians among 
family and friends, 
Meskal (celebration of the 
finding of the true cross) 
celebrated later on in 
the month also attracts 
many international 
visitors.

NEW YEAR

27

UNIQUE 
ETHIOPIAN 
SEPTEMBER 
CELEBRATIONS.



A
P

R
IL

 2
0

2
2

28



V
enice, the capital of the Venetian 
Republic for more than a millennium 
and the capital of the Veneto region 
with about 270 000 inhabitants is 
one of the ten metropolitan cities in 
Italy. Universally considered one of the 

most fascinating cities in the world and one of the 
UNESCO’s World Heritages.

Venice and its lagoon are a geographic and 
architectural destination location, the heritage of 
extraordinary beauty where the islands and their 
settlements, (sometimes small), create an urban 
picture of elegance and a delicate balance. The city 
carries the marks of the greatness from the past, 
found in many of the artistic treasures disseminated 
along its Canals. But one does not come to Venice 
just for the art and tourism. The Venetian territories 
consist of large and small companies, defined by a 
rich and productive surroundings, visited each year 
by entrepreneurs and researchers who contribute to 
the cosmopolitan atmosphere that one can breathe 
in its streets and squares.

Extraordinary and magical, its existence is 
miraculous, suspended between East and West, the 
custodian of the Byzantine, Gothic and Renaissance 
traditions. It continues to enchant the world with 
unparalleled sophistication and elegance of lifestyle 
and products. Venice; city of water and land, once 
a power of the seas, now a perfect example of the 
coexistence of art, culture and unique manufacturing 
production.

PROJECT 
MADE IN 
VIENCE

WHAT’S NEW
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The values from La Serenissima are still alive and find 
their most effective reinterpretations in the areas of 
interior design, furniture and decoration. These areas 
combine centuries of tradition of craftsmanship and 
an innate cosmopolitan flair to create an abiding 
luxurious style: classic and majestic - worthy of a 
Venetian patrician villa - functional and technological– 
according to the highest standards of the current 
market.

For those who fancy a taste of Made in Italy and 
cherish the Venetian tradition and mastery, precious 
fabrics, refined wood, sumptuous lines and impeccable 
components, these are the basis of our proposal.
The Project “Made in Venice” provides an online 
showcase of made in Venice excellence, which today 
involves over 20 local companies specializing in the 
production materials for home, textiles, furniture, 
furnishing accessories, lighting, and finishes for walls 
and floors.

The companies have created the following platform 
https://madeinvenice. eventidigitali.ice.it/ to showcase 
their products to potential international customers.
For more information, contact the Italian Trade Agency 
Addis Ababa office.

ITA – Italian Trade Agency
Trade Promotion Section of the 
Italian Embassy Embassy of Italy 
– Kebena Addis Abeba, Ethiopia 
T +251 111 240 770 
E-mail: addisabeba@ice.it 
| www.ice.it
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Keep up to date with both Ethiopian and Ferengie 
dates and Holidays with the Tesfa Calendar. Roll on 
the thirteenth month - as we say farewell to 2014 and 
welcome in 2015!

The origin if the Ethiopian Calendar is shrouded in the 
mists of time. However it is very much the same as 
the ancient solar Coptic calendar from Egypt, which 
is the oldest in history.  It is believed that the famous 
Imhotep, the supreme official of King Djoser C.2670 
B.C. played a part in the development of this calendar. 
Going further back the ancient Egyptians used a 
civil calendar based on a solar year that consisted 
of 365 days, without making any adjustment for the 
additional quarter of a day each year. Each year had 
12 months and the heliacal rising of Sirius coincided 
with the highest point of river Nile flood at Memphis 
marking the first day of the year. The new year of the 
ancient Egyptians started on Meskerem 1 which is the 
date is an Ethiopian new year (which also signals the 
end of Noah’s flood).  This ancient Egyptian Coptic 
solar calendar consisted of 12 x 30-day months with 
five extra festival days at the end of the year. This 
is the same concept as the Ethiopian Calendar -13 
months, 12 of 30 days each and then Pagumay at the 
end of the year of 5 or 6 days depending whether the 
year is a leap year or not. 

The new year starts on 11 September in the Gregorian 
Calendar (G.C.) or on the 12th in (Gregorian) Leap 
Years. The Coptic Leap Year follows the same rules as 
the Gregorian so that the extra month always has 6 
days in a Gregorian Leap Year.

The connection between ancient Egypt and Ethiopia 
is unclear as the extent of territory connected to 
geographical names such as Nubia and Kush is 
debatable. However the calendar and artefacts 

THE 
ETHIOPIAN 
CALENDAR 
UNRAVELLED: 
TESFA 
CALENDARS 
NOW 
AVAILABLE.

31



such as the Sistrum have crossed between ancient 
Empty and Ethiopia so it would seem that there was a 
significant cultural contact.

It’s a labour of love: producing these calendars that are 
a synthesis of the Ethiopian Calendar with its 13 months 
starting on 11th September, and the western calendar 
with its 12 months. Woven into this are a multitude of 
Saints Days and cultural holidays, other special days 
in the Orthodox church including fasting periods, as 
well as the main Islamic holidays and some curiosities. I 
have even added the full moon dates. It has allowed me 
to learn a lot about the unique and intriguing Ethiopian 
Orthodox church .

Printed on recycled paper, hang it up in your office 
or kitchen. Use it to plan trips, learn when your 
neighbourhood church celebrates its annual day, or 
just covert Ethiopian dates to western ones. This is an 
essential key to life in Ethiopia. At the same time the 
photographs show case the community guesthouses 
and treks that Tesfa have set up with local communities 
around the country. Proceeds go to support these 
communities. Calendars are 400 etb and Agendas are 
500 etb from the Tesfa Tours Office at Kebena and 
several places in town.  Email calendars@tesfatours.
com for more information

The Tesfa Calendar is available with all the Ethiopian 
dates set into the western calendar. In addition to 
the Ethiopian dates it shows saints, days fasts, and 
other holidays. A must have for anyone living in 
Ethiopia or planning to visit. It is available from Tesfa 
Tours - contact calendars@tesfatours.com for more 
information. 

+251(0)11-124 5178 /-126 0303 /-126 0301 (landlines) 
+251(0) 92 160 2236 (mobile)
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The All Africa Leprosy and Rehabilitation Training 
Center (ALERT) Hospital  today is the continuation 
and expansion of the leprosy hospital originally built 
by Dr. Thomas Lambie in 1922, (later renamed the 
Princess Zänäbä Wärq Hospital) which expanded 
to include TB and HIV as well as leprosy. It has 
recently opened its doors to a dedicated children’s 
Operating Room with the support from global 
charities Smile Train and Kids Operating Room 
(KidsOR).   Smile Train Senior Program Manager 
East Africa, Sesnie Zemichael acknowledged the 
need to prioritize surgical care for children, praising 
the long-standing partnership with ALERT in 
providing timely surgical care for children with cleft.  
Director for Africa at KidsOR Rosemary Mugwe 
recognized the projected impact of having a 
dedicated theater for children: “Research estimates 
that by 2050, Ethiopia will have 58 million children 
under 18 years.  Every child has a right to quality 
and timely surgery regardless of one’s social status 
or economic background. This Operating Room is 
vital. Children should access surgical care when they 
need it not forgetting the ripple effect; less social 
and economic burden to caregivers and country at 
large.” 

ALERT Hospital Chief Executive Officer Dr. Ishmael 
Shemsedin hailed the partnership that brought 
the transformation to the theater, terming it as a 
healing space for children with surgical needs.   “This 
pediatric theater refurbished by Smile Train and 
KidsOR has elevated the quality of surgical care 
we will provide to our children, offering healing in 
an environment that makes them feel safe and 
comforted by the artworks and quality equipment,” 
said Dr. Ishmael.  

The long-term collaboration of KidsOR and Smile 
Train will ultimately result in more than 30 pediatric 
operating rooms provided across Africa over the 
next five years, treating more than 12,000 children.
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