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Welcome to the March edition of What’s Out Addis.

As usual, we have a great issue for you with lots of 
interesting articles and our regular list of events and 
activities so you can keep up with what is going on 
around town! 

The annual Bag Show is coming up and is a popular 
event showcasing Ethiopian bag designers with a 
runway event and a Pop-up Sale with a percentage of 
funds going to support charity. 

Read all about Ethiopian American artist and industrial 
designer Jomo Tariku who is defining a new language 
of modern African design with his innovative and stylish 
designs. We also celebrate the success of Ruth Girmay 
who was awarded as the most commendable designer 
at the “The Real Leather. Stay Different. African Talent 
Leather Design Showcase 2023”. 

These are just a few editorial highlights! We wish you a 
good month ahead and see you next time.
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BAGS GALORE
& MORE AT THE 
BAG SHOW!

O
ver the last nine years, bag 
designers in Ethiopia have 
been going from strength to 
strength, transforming high-
quality local leather into stylish 
and innovative designs. 
As a platform to bring these 
designers together and 

showcase their collections, the Bag Show was 
initiated in 2016 in collaboration with Sheraton 
Addis. It successfully expanded every year and 
has developed into a much-anticipated 
annual event.

This year, the Bag Show is being held on Friday 8 
March at the Musical Fountain, Sheraton Addis, 
starting late afternoon (5pm – 8pm).

The event will begin with a runway fashion show 
featuring Ethiopian models showcasing over 100 
bags. This gives the audience an opportunity to 
see the newest bag designs available, which they 
can then purchase at a Pop-Up Sale after 
the show.

The day after the Bag Show, March 9, the Pop-
Up Sale will continue in the same place as part 
of the Design Market, offering a unique shopping 
experience (10am – 5pm).

The Bag Show not only boosts the local creative 
economy but also supports the community by 
donating all proceeds from ticket sales and 20% 
of sales from the Pop-Up Sale to Our Father’s 
Kitchen, a local charity under HIDO (Hiwot 
Integrated Development Organization) which 
provides access to food and resources for a 
better future.

The Bag Show is part of the Dashen Culture Club 
series of events. Bag sales will be processed by 
Dashen Bank Representatives using hand-held 
payment terminals. Attendees will also have the 
opportunity to open accounts with Dashen Bank 
and receive membership to the Dashen 
Culture Club.

Tickets (2,000 ETB) to The Bag Show can be 
purchased from Amole (Dashen Bank) or at the 
gate on the day of the event.

Contact:  info@whatsoutaddis.com for further 
information.
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Ethiopian American artist and industrial designer 
Jomo Tariku is defining a new language of modern 
African design by synthesizing his experience of 
the continent’s diverse landscape, indigenous 
cultures, architecture, colors, artifacts, dresses, 
and hair styles. His craft expresses a modern 
harmony of heritage, humanity and 
design sensibility.  

Jomo’s designs offer a new line of inquiry and 
experience of modernity while venerating the rich 
historical palette of Africa.
 
Intended to be heirloom pieces to be celebrated 
and enjoyed for generations to come, Jomo’s 
spellbinding designs breathe warmth and vitality 
into living spaces.

In 2017, He launched his namesake collection 
featured in numerous publications including Elle 
Decor, Architectural Digest, and Interior Design.

Famously, his Nyala, Qwanta and Meedo chairs 
as well as Watatu Stool series that were used as 
part of the Black Panther: Wakanda Forever stage 
design, representing his bold approach to design. 

Visually striking, yet 
effortlessly functional in any 
modern space, my work is 
rooted in Africa’s rich cultural 
heritage.
Jomo Tariku

SPOTLIGHT
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Jomo’s work is currently in the collection of major 
museums such as the Met and LACMA, and has 
been published in many shelter magazines. 

His data research on the lack of Black designers in 
the furniture licensing industry has been covered 
by many publications and is still quoted in 
various articles. 

Jomo is one of the co-founders of BADG (Black 
Artists + Designers Guild) which promotes the 
work of Black designers globally while addressing 
lack of representation in the design world.

During his stay in Ethiopia, Jomo has been giving 
lectures sharing his experience, such as at the 
Dashen Culture Club Culture Talk in the Hilton 
Addis Ababa. 

Artist Statement
“Visually striking, yet effortlessly functional in 
any modern space, my work is rooted in Africa’s 
rich cultural heritage. I aim to cultivate a lifelong 
appreciation for elevated modern African design, 
and to inspire a deeper and fuller connection 
to the continent. I weave the continent’s nature, 
art, and history within each piece I produce. 
Every design tells a unique story, with no detail 
overlooked or undervalued.”

Check the website for a list of museum 
acquisitions, shows and awards, plus images of 
his designs.
Source: www.jomofurniture.com/about.html
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MUSICIAN 
DANIEL LEMMA 
PRODUCES 
FIRST ALBUM IN 
ETHIOPIA.

Daniel Lemma (born 1970 in Ethiopia) is a Swedish-
based musician/singer-songwriter. His music 
is firmly connected to an American roots music 
tradition, with visible ties to early blues and gospel. 
He has referred to singers such as Lead Belly and 
Pops Staples as being very influential to him and 
artists such as Chuck Berry, James Brown and 
Bob Dylan. 

Daniel Lemma was born in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia 
but went to Sweden as an infant. He formed his 
first band in his teens, and a couple of years later 
he moved to Gothenburg (where he still resides). 
He was adopted by a Swedish family and is widely 
known as a musician in the western world but he is 
now producing an album in his native Ethiopia for 
the first time, which he says was always at the top 
of his bucket list.

His unique sound has grown from his encounters 
with the audiences. He was already an experienced 
live-artist, both in Gothenburg and New York, when 
he debuted in 2001. In his late teens, Daniel moved 
to Gothenburg, where he started to perform at 
local clubs and bars. During the mid-1990s, Daniel 
was a member of the music group Mo Blues, 
which in 1997 released the album For the Road 
(Prophone Records). 

Soon afterwards, Lemma moved to New York 
where he entered into a record contract with 
Pallas Records. The time spent in New York served 
Lemma well as he developed and perfected his 
sound by performing around the city’s music hubs. 
Shortly after Lemma returned to Sweden, he had 
his musical breakthrough as his record Morning 
Train (2001) was cast as the soundtrack of Josef 
Fares’ hit movie Jalla! Jalla! The album, as well as 
the track single If I Used to Love You, sold gold and 
was nominated for the Grammy Music Award.

Article compilation from various online information

MUSIC
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This vanilla cake recipe is so easy to make. Feel 
free to go big on the decoration. A simple dusting 
of icing sugar or edible flowers are our 
go-to options.

SERVES 6

INGREDIENTS

175g (6oz) margarine or softened butter
175g (6oz) caster sugar
3 large eggs
175g (6oz) flour, sifted
1 tsp baking powder
1 tsp vanilla extract
pinch of salt

METHOD
Step 1
Heat the oven to 180°C (gas mark 4). Lightly 
grease an 18cm (7in) round cake tin with a little 
extra butter or margarine and cut a piece of 
greaseproof paper or non-stick baking parchment 
to fit the base of the tin.
Step 2
Put all the ingredients into a large mixing bowl and 
beat with a wooden spoon or a hand-held mixer 
for 1 minute, or until just combined. It’s important 
not to beat the batter too much - just long enough 
to make it smooth.
Step 3
Pour or spoon the mixture into the tin. Smooth the 
top and bake on the middle shelf of the oven for 
about 45-50 minutes. The cake is cooked when it 
looks well risen and golden. The top should spring 
back when lightly touched with a fingertip. Another 
test is to insert a skewer into the center of the cake 
- it should come out clean.
Step 4
Let the cake sit in the tin for 5 minutes, then gently 
run a knife around the edge and turn it out onto a 
wire rack to cool. Serve dusted with icing sugar.

source:  https://www.houseandgarden.co.uk/
recipe/simple-vanilla-cake-recipe
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AN EASY 
VANILLA 
CAKE RECIPE

RECIPE
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RUTH GIRMAY 
NAMED MOST 
COMMENDABLE 
BAG DESIGNER 
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Ruth Girmay has been announced as the most 
commendable designer at the African Talent 
Leather Design Showcase 2023 Grand Finale held 
in Mombasa, Kenya in January 2024. “The Real 
Leather. Stay Different. African Talent Leather 
Design Showcase 2023” was held in partnership 
with the Africa Leather and Leather 
Products Institute.

Celebrating Africa’s most innovative leather 
designers, the event served as a platform 
showcasing exceptional talent from across 
the continent while advocating for the use of 
sustainable practices in the fashion industry. The 
showcase transcended borders to spotlight the 
diverse talent rooted in the continent’s rich artistic 
heritage, celebrating traditional craftsmanship but 
also contemporary design.

AWARD

11 11



RUTH GIRMAY 
NAMED MOST 
COMMENDABLE 
BAG DESIGNER 

The Diversity Bag  

The grand finale displayed innovative and 
heritage-rich leather designs from fifteen 
finalists who had been shortlisted from many 
applicants, spanning ten countries from Burundi 
to Zimbabwe by an esteemed judging panel. 
The panel consisted of leather industry experts, 
from specialist Preston Viswamo to distinguished 
designer Judy Mania, and co-founder of the 
trailblazing footwear Podohub online, 
Tezera Ketema.

Ruth Girmay of Ethiopia was crowned the most 
commendable designer of the 2023 African 
Showcase for her exemplary piece titled Diversity 
Bag. This bag was applauded for its remarkable 
artistry, exceptional craftsmanship, and striking 
vision. Inspired by the zebra’s skin color and 
pattern, the Diversity Bag represents beauty, 
equality, and strength.

“Receiving this award and recognition is an 
immense honor,” Ruth said. “This competition has 
not only acknowledged my work but also provided 
invaluable insights into the beauty and potential 
of natural materials.”

Source: www.chooserealleather.com/
design-competition/african-showcase/the-
real-leather-stay-different-african-talent-
leather-design-showcase-2023-grand-finale-
showcases-the-continents-talent/
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THE FIRST 
ETHIOPIAN 
DEPARTMENT OF 
PHOTOGRAPHY
Sebastien Cailleux began his journey in Ethiopia 
back in 2008 sharing visual experiences with 
Ethiopian artists and fellow photographers whilst 
travelling through the country. This culminated 
in the founding of the École d’art au village 
association, which now exists in more than 25 
countries, benefitting 25,000 youths. 

The Teferi Mekonnen Department of Photography 
was the very first Department of Photography 
to be established in Ethiopia at the Entoto 
Polytechnic College (founded by Emperor Haile 
Selassie as the Teferi Mekonnen School). The 
College celebrates its Centennial next year and 
a major photography project to celebrate this 
significant event is underway. 

Sebastian admits that it is a challenging but also 
a unique opportunity to train students about the 
History of Photography and to reveal the roots of 
Ethiopian culture through a visual approach. His 
main objective in working with the College is to 
provide students with concrete training, expose 
them to professional surroundings and guide 
students after graduation. 
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“Instant digital photography is the trend of the 
moment”, Sebastian says. “Artificial images 
are also coming. With a smartphone, the 
photographer sees the photograph on the screen 
whilst taking it and immediately shares it. The 
smartphone is performing all the calculations; 
light, contrast, tone etc.

However, I believe that to practice photography, 
photographers need to know about light, contrast, 
tone, and frames. So, that is why I want them 
to work with analogue cameras: they need to 
learn “how” to measure light, to think about and 
to choose the speed, the lens aperture, the film 
sensibility. And moreover, they have to wait a bit, 
allowing the chemical treatment to reveal the 
photograph, before seeing it. In our “Instant” time, 
this is, in my opinion, the better way to think 
about it.”

More info: http://edaav.org/

‘‘I believe that to practice 
photography, photographers 
need to know about light, 
contrast, tone, and frames.’’
Sebastien Cailleux
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Breaking Ground Ethiopia (BGE) is a new concept 
that had never been tried before in Ethiopia. BGE 
is an outreach project that Empowers, Elevates 
& Educates youth in Ethiopia using the dynamic 
fusion of Passion, Precision, and Power of 
Breaking (Breakdance).

BGEs’ vision is to create opportunities for youth, in 
particular disadvantaged youth and girls, to step 
into their greatness and become self-sustaining 
and empowering leaders in their communities. 

Visionary Kim Seifu is an entrepreneur and writer 
but her area of expertise is dance and fitness. 
Cambodian born and New Zealand raised, Kim 
came to Ethiopia for the first time in 2007 and felt 
an immediate connection with the country. After 
some years back in NZ, Kim, her husband Yonas 
and their young son made the decision to return 
and settle back in Ethiopia. Together they run the 
popular café Enitewawek and Sup Dance Studio.

Kim says, “I would like to put my passion and 
brilliance in support of mobilising youth in Ethiopia 
through the vehicle of Breaking (Breakdance) so 
they can feel energised positively and express 
themselves freely and whole-heartedly. I believe 
youth need the opportunity to express, play 
and explore their inner creativity, especially in a 
country such as Ethiopia where children bear the 
burden of growing up too fast.” 

Kim has chosen youth as her target group and she 
is looking to connect with individuals and groups 
who share her vision and want to support her 
efforts in creating powerful 
life-changing experiences.

For more information to kimseifu@hotmail.com or
WhatsApp message to +251 93 561 1681
www.facebook.com/Enitewawek  
www.facebook.com/SupStudioAddisAbaba

BREAKING 
GROUND 
ETHIOPIA

DANCE
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In the midst of burgeoning skyscrapers shaping 
our urban landscape, the design of office 
spaces has evolved to meet the demands of 
contemporary work culture. Here are crucial 
factors to bear in mind for crafting offices that 
cater to both current needs and future trends:

1. Providing retreat: Offices house many 
different types of people. Therefore, office 
spaces should provide different types of 
working areas for their staff. These can range 
from enclosed small focus rooms to more 
informal hospitality like areas.

2. Elevate the experience: Acknowledging that 
employees spend a significant amount of time 
in the office, prioritize features that elevate 
their experience. Office spaces should include 
high-level features such as access to natural 
light, food and drink amenities and technology, 
down to smaller details like customizable 
controls for lighting and temperature, plants 
and quality materials.

3. Remote integration: With collaboration 
extending beyond physical boundaries, 
incorporate designs that facilitate seamless 
interaction with remote teams, ensuring 
inclusivity and productivity.

4. Adaptability and functionality: Businesses are 
faced with constant change and uncertainty, 
particularly in recent years. We are seeing 
organizations quickly having to evolve their 
work models and policies to adapt to the 
shifting working landscape. Therefore, 
prioritizing functionality and flexibility in office 
design allows for adaptability, efficient space 
utilization, employee well-being, improved 
collaboration, and future-proofing, all of which 
are essential for the long-term success of 

       the workspace.
5. Transportation: Beyond human-centric 

spaces, consider logistical aspects such 
as parking and utility provisions are vital 
for the success of your office operations. 
Understanding the transportation needs of 
your employees can help eliminate frustration 
and allow for happier and more suitable 

       office environment.

By Nujuma Ibrahim

Contact: inujumagmail.com
Instagram: instagram.com/_nujuma
Website: starboundcreations.com/

WORKPLACE 
OFFICE TRENDS
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Ha Hu Burger House is not your ordinary burger 
joint. From the moment you step through its 
doors, you are greeted with the tantalizing aroma 
of sizzling beef patties, freshly baked buns, and 
a medley of spices. The menu boasts a diverse 
selection of burgers, each crafted with care and 
precision to deliver a burst of flavor in every 
mouthful.

One of the highlights of Ha Hu Burger House 
is its signature creations, each one a culinary 
masterpiece in its own right. Whether you’re 
craving a classic cheeseburger or feeling 
adventurous with a gourmet creation, there’s 
something for everyone on the menu.

For more information 0991225252

A CULINARY 
ADVENTURE: 
HA HU BURGER 
HOUSE  
A delicious addition to Kera, Addis Ababa

RESTAURANT REVIEW
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“LI’ILIT PRINCESS: 
HOMAGE TO MOTHER” 

“Twenty-five years living every minute for art…
trusting, having vision, developing…the blessing 
of art leads me in a divine direction. I know who 
I am and my purpose; I paint, draw, sculpt what I 
see and feel…what most dare not express,” Prince 
Merid Tafesse.

On Friday March 15, St. George Golla Art Gallery 
with Moa Anbessa Art Studio will present “LI’ILIT 
PRINCESS: Homage to Mother” a 25-year 
retrospective of Merid’s artistic journey since 
graduating from Addis Ababa Fine Art and Design 
School in 1999, reflecting myriad issues in his 
unique and unapologetic style.  

Selamawit Alene, Golla owner says, “My co-
curator, Dr. Desta Meghoo and I have selected 
75 images for the catalogue and over 150 for 
the exhibition…charcoal, mixed media, paintings…
sculptures, many never before seen.”

Born in Ethiopia on 29 March 1974, Merid was 
raised by a well-travelled banker father, Tafesse 
Damtew. Artistic influence came from his self-
taught artist mother, Li’ilit Yilma, a 6th generation 
descendant from King Sahle Selassie Wossen 

PRINCE 
MERID TAFESSE: 
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Seged of Shewa. Prince Merid says, “Our line is 
an example of African heritage, pride, victory 
and longevity...it fills my mind, my heart and 
my art.” 

Excerpts from collectors and curators in 
the catalogue:

“I met Prince Merid in 2005 in Addis organizing 
my husband, Bob Marley’s 60th Birthday. His 
art is powerful and purposeful… for Ethiopians 
and Africans everywhere.” Dr. Nana Rita 
Marley O.D.

“Prince Merid’s works of art…always a pleasure 
and an intellectual journey.” Ambassador 
Przemysław Bobak, Embassy of Poland.

“…artist and philosopher Merid… I am your great 
fan…great exhibition…” Esseye Gebre-Medhin, 
Art Historian

“I curated “THE THREE GENERATIONS” at 
Sheraton …about different artistic practices 
during 3 governments in Ethiopia…1970s-1990s. 
…Abdulrahman Sherif, - Imperial era, Behailu 
Bezabih- socialist/capitalist Derg era and 
Merid Tafesse - TPLF …era.  I presented Merid 
to MoMA… as an example of young Ethiopian 
contemporary artists.” Meskerem Assegued - 
Curator Zoma Museum Founding Co-Director. 

The exhibition closes April 6th at Golla Gallery 
inside Golla Park, by Golla Mikael Church, uphill 
from Ethiopian Immigration. 

Call 091 121 0211 or 090 700 9072 for more 
information. 
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CELEBRATION

THE ART OF 
WINE/L’ARTE 
DEL VINO
 

“The Art of Wine/L’Arte del Vino” event was held 
on February 8th at DOK Restaurant, providing 
exclusive sommelier training focused on Italian 
wines already prevalent in the Ethiopian market. 
Organized by the Italian Trade Agency, the event 
targeted Hotel and Restaurant F&B managers, 
aiming to enhance their expertise in Italian wines.

The event commenced with comprehensive 
sommelier training, covering various facets of 
the profession, including wine selection, service 
techniques, and effective communication with 
patrons. Industry experts led interactive sessions 
and workshops, empowering participants to 
confidently serve and pair Italian wines in 
their establishments.

With the collaboration of the Scientific Attaché 
of the Italian Embassy, Laura Pacifici Noja, the 
event also delved into the health benefits of wine 
consumption. Emphasizing the positive impact 
of moderate wine intake on overall well-being, 
participants gained insights into the nutritional 
value of wine and its role in a balanced lifestyle.

Aperitif traditions, a significant aspect of Italian 
culture, were spotlighted during the event. 
Participants explored the cultural importance 
of crafting pre-dinner drinks that stimulate the 
palate and elevate the dining experience.

M
A

R
C

H
  2

0
2

4
LIFESTYLE

31 31



Jacopo Fanciulli, a renowned Sommelier, 
conducted a technical information session on 
Italian wines available in Ethiopia. This segment 
provided insights into the characteristics, 
production methods, and regional specialities 
of wines like Bottega, Zonin, and Zinzula, 
empowering participants to make informed 
recommendations to their guests.

The event concluded with a networking session, 
offering participants an opportunity to connect 
with diplomats and industry peers, adding 
a touch of prestige to the occasion. A week-
long promotional campaign in the local press 
generated substantial anticipation and ensured a 
high level of industry participation.

Mr. Riccardo Zucconi, Director of the Italian Trade 
Agency, expressed satisfaction with the event’s 
success, highlighting the importance of continuous 
professional development in the hospitality field. 
Gratitude was extended to participants and wine 
importers (Rungo, Wine Tribes, and NHY Import 
Export) who contributed to the event’s success.

About the Italian Trade Agency: Dedicated to 
promoting Italian excellence in the trade industry, 
the organization fosters professional growth, 
inspires innovation, and elevates the standards 
of Made in Italy products through events and 
initiatives. 

Photo: 
Left, Laura Pacifici Noja (Scientific Attache) 
Middle, Jacopo Fanciulli (Sommelier) &  
Right, Riccardo Zucconi (Director Italian Trade Agency).
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