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Welcome to the May edition.

Our cover story feature article is about poet and author
Lemn Sissay who will be in town for some readings and
to promote his new book so be sure to read all about his
visit to Addis and the chance to get Lemn to autograph
his new book for you! From singing at the Office Bar

in the Sheraton Yema Chernet has risen to fame and
attracted a wide audience that love her style - we profile
her with a link to hear her music. We also profile a novel
entitled White Hyena based on real characters which
will immerse you in Ethiopia of the 1980s. Read about an
exciting screenplay written by Tej Rae and Yonas Gorfe,
‘Abyssinia Steel’

the first plane in Ethiopia stolen by the Italians and
finally returned to Ethiopia this year. The screenplay
was the quarter

finalist for the 2024 Manchester Film Festival. We provide
a detailed listing of events coming up and our usual
restaurant guide.

We wish all our readers a good month ahead.
Team What's Out
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Renowned for his multifaceted talents spanning
poetry, music, comedy, and more, Lemn Sissay is
set to captivate audiences during his upcoming
appearance at the British Council Book Fair on
May 11 from 10:00 am - 12:00 noon. After reading
extracts from his new book, “Let the Light Pour In”,
there will be a one-off Book Signing opportunity.

On the previous day, May 10, Lemn will be
storytelling and reading some of his work at

the Abrehot Library from 2:00 pm - 4:00 pm.
Entrance to both places, the Abrehot Library and
the British Council Book Fair, will be free.

Born of Ethiopian heritage, Lemn Sissay’s
upbringing in the 1970s by white foster parents
in the northwest of England imbued his work with
a unigue perspective. With over 35 prestigious
awards under his belt, Lemn'’s creative prowess
knows no bounds.

Throughout his illustrious career, Lemn has
collaborated with esteemed publishers such as
Canongate, Oberon, Bloomsbury Bloodaxe, and
Faber and Faber. His literary repertoire includes
an array of enthralling work.
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Among his notable publications, "My Name Is
Why,” a poignant memoir published by Canongate
in 2019, stands out as a testament to Lemn'’s
profound storytelling ability.

At the heart of the upcoming event lies the
opportunity for fans to engage with Lemn’s
latest offering, “Let the Light Pour In”.
Additionally, attendees will have the chance to
explore a curated selection of Lemn's previous
work, including:

1. “The Fire People”
2. "Don’t Ask the Dragon”

3. "Gold from the Stone”

4. "Listener”

5. "Rebel Without Applause”

6. "“Morning Breaks in the Elevator”

Whether delving into the depths of his memoir or
immersing oneself in the lyrical landscapes of his
poetry, Lemn’s work promises to leave a lasting
impression on all who encounter it. Don’t miss

this exceptional opportunity to meet the master
wordsmith himself and discover the brilliance that
is Lemn Sissay.

Contact info@whatsoutaddis.com for more
information
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MUSIC

he Ethiopian singer
Yemariam “Yema”
Chernet has a gentle
voice with a steely core,
crafting an intimately
forceful style and a lush
feel that's revealed on
her debut album “Yedega
Sew"Yema was born and raised in
Addis Ababa. Being the daughter of a
music manager who once directed the
operations of Zema Lastas Band, she
was immersed in the world of music
from an early age. Growing up, she
had the opportunity to observe the
rehearsals of prominent musicians like
Elias Melka and Dagmawi Ali.

During her high school years, Yema
began exploring her vocal talents by
listening to and singing in English. She
took a significant step into the realm

of performance by joining a band at
the Office Bar in Sheraton Addis. After
just three months of performing at

the Office Bar, she crossed paths with
Eyuel, who led the Ethio Quartet band
performing at Ramada Hotel in Addis
Ababa. Their musical collaboration
started then, experimenting with
various musical styles. In May 2020,
they worked together on a record that
became one of the tracks in a collective
musical project titled “Qene new
Hager”. Another recent endeavor is the
soundtrack “Aye,” featured in the film
“Doka,” which premiered in June 2023.

Yema adeptly bridges the traditional
fluttering vocal passions of Ethiopian
songs—abundant in themes of longing
and frustrated love—bringing them
into a contemporary realm, with a
spirit akin to what Ejigayehu Shibabaw
accomplished some years ago.

Yema's voice and style bear an
undeniable resemblance to Gigi, with
numerous instances that could be
perceived as imitative of the renowned
artist's sound. In an interview with

VOA, Yema attempted to downplay the
comparison, stating that it is both an
honor and a burden to be likened to Gigi.
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Fra won dMassow

£ bad ® 7

This novel based on real characters, will immerse
you in the Ethiopia of the 1980s. With its Eskista
beats, coffee ceremonies, friendships and
laughter, its mountains and fireside encounters, its
loudspeakers in markets and fruit and veg stalls in
Piazza. Based on real-life experiences, these are
the intertwining stories of Ashebir and Izzie. A boy
growing up in the northern highlands and a young
English woman finding her feet on the streets

of Addis Ababa. Both must embark on a search
for who they really are. It is a story of the pain of
loss and the power of hope, the deep rupture of
separation and the healing of reunion. And the
story of a mother and her son in the shadow of
the white hyena.

Fra von Massow deftly interweaves her own
fictionalized life journey in her first novel, as a
young foreigner caught up in the famine-afflicted
Ethiopia with that of child shepherd, Ashebir. He
and his trader mother are among the millions of
villagers forced by “The Hunger” to abandon their
rural homes and walk endless miles in search

of food. But this story is so much more than a
portrait of that epic struggle to survive. The
author also paints a vivid, alluring and empathetic
picture of the vibrant cultures and lifestyles of
both city and countryside dwellers that preceded
the famine. And in excruciating detail she portrays
the daily grind of the rural women traders, whose
backbreaking work provide vital sustenance for
their families and are the designated beneficiaries
of sales of this novel.

Fra bornin 1950's London lived in Africa during
the 1970s-80s. The book carries universal
experiences of joy, love, loss and trauma as well as
climate change, famine, conflict and war and the
incredible bond between friends, neighbours and
family, underpinning the will to survive.

Available on Amazon
7



100 EXHIBITORS
11 COUNTRIES
3000+ VISITORS

Ethiopig Ethiopia
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The Bth agrofood & plastprintpack Ethiopia

16 - 18 May 2024
Millennium Hall - Addis Ababa

For free admission register online
book now

www.agrofood-ethiopia.com
www.ppp-ethiopia.com
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| SMART LUXURY]

In a world where technology advancement
seems to leapfrog faster than a kangaroo on

a trampoline, it's easy to feel left behind,
especially in regions where smart technology

is still finding itself. However, even in countries
like Ethiopia, the seeds of smart architecture are
taking root, promising a future where innovations
know no borders.

MAY 2024

The journey towards smart architecture is

a collaborative effort, using creativity and
resourcefulness to overcome obstacles and

solve real world challenges. In fact, in developing
regions where resources are scarce and
innovation is king, smart technology has the power
to level the playing field. Think of solar panels that
bring light to the off-grid villages or rainwater
harvesting systems that quench the thirst of




drought stricken communities. It's not just about
fancy gadgets: it's about using technology to
provide solutions to local needs.

Benefits of smart technology integration:

Energy efficiency: optimizing energy usage and
reducing waste, smart technology can lead to cost
savings and reduced environmental impact.

Improved comfort: smart technology allows
buildings to adapt to the needs of the occupants
with the use of sensors thereby creating a more
comfortable environment.

Enhances safety and security: integrated security
systems can monitor and control access to
buildings or detect intrusions.

Sustainability: reduced energy consumption and
minimizing environmental impact, smart buildings
contribute to a more sustainably

built environment.

By Nujuma Ibrahim
inujuma@gmail.com
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ABYSSINIA
STEEL:

SCREENPLAY
ABOUT FIRST
PLANE BUILT
IN ETHIOPIA

An exciting screenplay written by Tej Rae and
Yonas Gorfe, ‘Abyssinia Steel’ was the quarter
finalist for the 2024 Manchester Film Festival.
Abyssinia Steel is a heist movie about this plane,
and the team are actively looking for partners

to help them produce the film! Please reach out
(contacts below) if you or anyone you know might
be interested!

Synopsis: Jazz pianist Zeray Deres has been
rebelling against his Ethiopian pilot father all his
life, but when his father becomes terminally ill,
Zeray has a choice to make: whether to carry out
his father’s wish to steal the first airplane made
in Ethiopia from a museum in Rome and take her
back to Addis Ababa--or to pursue his music
career. The opening scene takes place in 1935: On
a repurposed racetrack in Addis Ababa, Emperor
Haile Selassie presides over the virgin flight of
Princess Tsehay, (the first plane built in Ethiopia)
named after his fourth daughter. Citizens of the
city are suspicious of the new technology, but
before they have time to decide if the airplane is
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Abyssinia Steel’ was the quarter finalist
for the 2024 Manchester Film Festival.
Abyssinia Steel is a heist movie about
this plane,

the devil's work, Italian invaders storm the city in
1936 and take her back to Rome as a
war trophy......

On the 10 Feb 2024, she finally came home:
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2024/
jan/31/ethiopia-hails-return-of-its-first-plane-
stolen-by-mussolini-in-1930s.

Tej Rae has an international and creative
background and career primarily, but not
limited to teaching and journalism; she writes
screenplays, novels and TV pilots. Yonas Gorfe
has anillustrious background and education

in music ; he partnered with other musicians

to open the Jazzamba School of Music and

he teaches Ethiopian music history and choir.
He also branched out into film-making with a
particular interest in the historical genre and he
has just produced a 10-part series about Emperor
Tewodros on M-Net.

Tej Rae tejrae@gmail.com
Yonas Gorfe yonasgorfe@gmail.com
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Yield: 6 servings
Prep time: 15 mins
Total time: 1 hour
Cal/Serv: 243

INGREDIENTS

= 1/4 cup lime juice (from about 3 limes)

= 1/2 tsp. crushed red pepper flakes

=1/4 cup plus 1 tbsp. oil

= 2 tsp. ground cumin, divided

=1 lb. boneless, skinless chicken breasts

= Salt to taste

= Freshly ground black pepper

= 2 bell peppers, seeds and ribs removed,
thinly sliced

=1 large yellow onion, thinly sliced

= Warmed flour tortillas and lime wedges,
for serving

DIRECTIONS

= Step 1: In a large bowl, whisk lime juice, red
pepper, 1/4 cup oil, and 1 teaspoon cumin.
Season chicken with salt and black pepper,
then add to bowl and toss to coat. Cover
and refrigerate for at least 30 minutes or
up to 2 hours.

=Step 2: In a large skillet over medium
heat, heat the remaining 1 tablespoon oil.
Add chicken and cook until golden brown
and cooked through and an instant-read
thermometer inserted into the thickest part
registers 160°, about 8 minutes per side.
Transfer to a cutting board. Let rest for 10
minutes, then slice into strips.

= Step 3: Meanwhile, in the same skillet over
medium heat, combine peppers, onion, and
remaining 1 teaspoon cumin; season with salt
and black pepper. Cook, stirring occasionally,
until softened, about 7 minutes. Return
chicken to skillet and toss until combined.

= Step 4: Transfer the chicken mixture to
a platter. Serve with tortillas and lime
wedges alongside.
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PEOPLE

EMPOWERING
YOUNG
WOMEN IN
STEM

The GirlTechs Initiative has equipped high school
students with the knowledge and skills needed
to thrive in the digital age. The project,
spearheaded by President Sahlework Zewdie,
aimed at empowering young women in

STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering, and
Mathematics) education.

In the past two months, high school students in
Addis Ababa and Sebeta took part in the project
supported by Coca-Cola Beverages Africa-
Ethiopia (CCBA-Ethiopia) and Honeywell in
Ethiopia. Implemented by iCog Anyone Can Code,
the participants underwent intensive training in
computer programming and coding, facilitated by
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expert instructors and ICT teachers.The project
reached a milestone of empowering 1000 female
high school students with digital skills.

The ceremony celebrated the participants’
achievements in computer literacy and coding,
Through the establishment of coding clubs to
carry the work forward, the GirlTechs project
ensures the sustainability of its impact. Over
the past three years, GirlTechs has flourished,
graduating three cohorts.

The first cohort, launched at the Hope for the
Fatherless Group Home and Life Training Center,
provided brand new laptops and a computer lab,
along with 100 hours of coding training for young
learners in grades 3 to 8. The second cohort
expanded to public high schools in Addis Ababa,
benefiting SO0 female learners by nurturing their
computer skills in coding, robotics, and game
creation. The third cohort aimed to strengthen
and amplify GirlTechs' impact by not only
benefiting learners but also empowering multiple
teachers and establishing dozens of coding clubs,
reaching 1000 high school girls.

16
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EVENTS

Every month we will be featuring
upcoming events. These calendar
events will include:

Art Exhibitions and Gallery events
Festivals

ExpOs

Fashion Shows and Gala events
Camps for kids

Conferences

Food events

Leminars

and much more!

There are always things going
on in Addis Ababa and if you
have a cultural or other event
that you would like highlighted
please send an email by the
15th of the preceding month to

infoawhatsoutaddis.com
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CULTUF

COMING UP

dy join this club? The What's Out Arts

| Culture Club is a club that promotes
Ethiopian arts and culture through
holding the most exciting and anticipated
events in town as well as cultural talks and
tours all celebrating or showcasing
Ethiopian arts and culture.

MAY

BRITISH COUNCIL BOOK FAIR

M May, 10 am - 4 pm

Focus on the joy of reading. Introducing readers to
new titles available in the bookshops of the city and
encaptionally including...

LEMN SISS5AY BOOK SIGNING

10 am = 12 noon
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Charles Aznavo
100th Annive rni

CLUB

s Cagly D)

For membership benefits:

Contact us at _
info@whatsoutaddis.com &
To become a member: A

Open a Dashen Bank account, cULTURE
then contacting us at cLuB
info@whatsoutaddis.com.

THE LAST EVER ADDIS ARTS ALIVE!

BEHAILU BELZABIH: The Cat has Nine Lives
o1 May = 16 June 2024, Hyatt Hegency Lobby

Don't miss this chance to acquire a much sought-after work b
one of Ethiogda’s leading contemporary artists, Behailu Bezakbéh's
art Is internationally renowned Tor its spontanelty, sense of
mavement, rAdiant colors and thoeght-provoking reflection, He
has exhibited in Mew York, Johannesburg, Ohlo, Dublin and
Mairobs, a5 well a5 Addis Ababa. This exhibstion s & mast-see as
his first solo show alter a bwo-year hiatus. Mot fo be missed]
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Yirgashewa Teshome is an Ethiopian filmmaker
and Founding Director of the Ethiopian
International Film Festival (EARTHOPIAN).

He obtained his Bachelor’s degree in Economics
and his Master’s degree in Regional & Local
Development Studies from Addis Ababa
University. As a filmmaker and head of the
festival for the last two decades, he has
developed vast experience in participating in a
number of international film festivals both as a
guest and a jury member as well as presenting
his work globally in Africa, Europe and USA.

The latest English book publication “Economic
Evaluation of Film Industry in Ethiopia “and “ A
Film History in Ethiopia; from Grand Palace to
ETHIOFFEST" have been published for the global
market by Lap Publishers (Germany). In addition,
many of Yirgashewa Teshome's research articles
have been published in internationally acclaimed
journals and recently he was honored to be a jury
member of the BRICS Film Festival and a guest of
the 46th Moscow International Film Festival

in April 2024.

Ethiopia recently joined BRICS so the selection
of Yirgashewa Teshome as a jury member of
the BRICS Film Festival the day after Ethiopia
became a member country of this organization
was significant and made this event historic.

During his stay in Moscow, Yirgashewa anticipated
discussing the partnership between the two
festivals and cross-cultural relations between
Ethiopia and Russia with various stakeholders.
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ART

Sami lives in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia. He is a scholar
in his sixties who has just finished the Amharic
translation of a monograph on Greco-Roman
mythology. Whether he receives help from friends
or goes without food, Sami sails tirelessly on; his
obsession is to publish his work, so that his fellow
citizens may discover the intrigues of the Olympian
Gods, the ambitious endeavour of Phaethon, the
fateful encounter between Diana and Actaeon.

In Robin Dimet’'s heartfelt documentary, literary
translation is a lonely, precarious pursuit. Living in
a rudimentarily furnished home, Sami has spent
nearly two decades on this colossal project, which
has grown into an all-consuming obsession. The
book has overwhelmed all other aspects of his life,
leaving friends, relatives and Sami's own wellbeing
in the rearview mirror.

Here is a man who, because of his ardent passion,
is perpetually out of step with the times. In spite
of his bashfulness, Sami is also embraced by a
robust circle of artists and intellectuals, who offer
him emotional as well as financial support for the
completion of his manuscript. At the same time,

at the launch for his long-awaited book, Sami is
strangely at a loss for words, as he refuses to give
a speech about his efforts. Robin Dimet studied
cinema at the University of Paris VIl before joining
the National Institute of Cinematography in Russia
(VGIK). Fluent in Russian, Sami’s Odysseys is his
first feature.
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INSPIRED BY ANCIENT

CHINESE CHARACTERS

Standing in front of a canvas in an Addis art
gallery, 50-year-old artist Dawit Muluneh is
immersed in painting ancient Chinese characters.
Around him are collections of his artwork based
on the Chinese classic “I Ching,” or the "Book of
Changes,” which has existed for over 2,000 years
as a source of Chinese culture.

Dawit explains, “I Ching means truth and is
founded on the eight gifts of nature. In general,

I Ching explains the wisdom of nature.” The 64
paintings represent 64 divinatory symbols in the
book, portraying the daily interaction between
humans and nature, imparting knowledge and
emotions with descriptions in Chinese, English
and Amharic.

Though not a Chinese speaker, Dawit became
interested in | Ching after his friend introduced
him to an English book explaining the ancient
masterpiece. “The paintings express delight,
hindrance, relief, encountering, courage,
childhood, and union,” he says, inspired by

the Chinese characters for humbleness and
mutual influence.

In his year-long creative process, Dawit
researched these characters online, surprisingly
finding similarities between Ethiopian and
Chinese ancient civilizations, painting styles,
landscapes, and people’s attitudes toward
nature. “Both have ancient histories in clay,
traditional medicines, and musical instruments,”
notes the artist, stressing that cultivating such
knowledge aids prosperity.

https://www.newtimes.co.rw/article/15555/
news/africa/ethiopian-artists-artwork-takes-
inspiration-from-chinese-classic-i-ching 30
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FASHION

TECHSTITCHED
FASHION
RESIDENCY

The Briitsh Council initiative TechStitched Fashion
Residency Programme is all about creative
exchange and cross-cultural engagement where
fashion designers hailing from the Hub of Africa,
Accra, Swahili, South Africa, and Lagos Fashion
Weeks' stages, converged in Ethiopia for an
immersive journey of exploration, craftsmanship,
and collaboration. Ethiopian Meron Abraha
Berhe is one of the fashion designers selected

for the fashion residency and she is the design
head of Birabiro Apparel, a modern fashion

label deeply rooted in cultural inspiration and
sustainability. Birabiro fashion blends style with
eco-consciousness and stays committed to locally
sourced materials and ethical production methods.

TechStitched has been designed in collaboration
with the esteemed Hub of Africa Fashion Week
and Guzo Technologies. At its core, itis all

about creative exchange and cross-cultural
engagement. This initiative offers selected
designers a remarkable opportunity to immerse
themselves in Ethiopia’s rich cultural tapestry and
artisanal traditions.

31



Ethiopian Meron Abraha
Berhe is one of the fashion
designers selected for the
fashion residency

From the vibrant streets of Addis Ababa to the
serene landscapes of Arba Minch, participants

will traverse diverse terrains, each imbued with its
unique blend of heritage and modernity. In Arba
Minch, this initiative delved into the intricacies of the
Ethiopian textile artistry.

From the delicate touch of cotton to the luxurious
allure of silk, designers were immersed in hands-on
workshops, guided by master artisans preserving
centuries-old technigues. Beyond honing their
craft, this immersive journey offered invaluable
insights into Ethiopia’s dynamic fashion landscape,
enriching their creative vision and deepening their
appreciation for timeless traditions.

32
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We believe wellness is a road
and wellbeing is a destination.
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