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Welcome to the May issue. 

We highlight a beautiful memorial monument and park 
which was inaugurated to commemorate the tragic 
crash and loss of lives of flight ET 302 in 2019. The 
memorial park includes two sacred sites:  the Crash 
Site and the Burial Ground. After an international 
design competition was launched, Alebel Desta 
Consulting Architects and Engineers were selected for 
their concept focused on absence, revelation, 
and healing. 

Biking is becoming more and more popular in Addis 
and we write about Ethio Cycling Adventures which 
promotes recreational cycling in Addis.

There’s a new name on the jewelry scene.  Zbello 
by Arsiema launched in April and is already turning 
heads for its blend of Ethiopian gold tradition and 
modern design. Founded by Naomi Zbello, the brand 
is born out of Arsiema, a well-known family gold 
business with four generations of history 
in Ethiopia. 

We hope you enjoy these articles among others as 
well as our regular listings about what to do and 
where to go in this month’s issue.

We hope you have a great month and see you in June.
Team What’s Out
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During April 2025, art enthusiasts and artists in 
Ethiopia enjoyed two amazing opportunities to 
connect at the renowned Art of Ethiopia exhibition 
at Sheraton Addis and at the Big Art Sale fair at 
Hilton Addis Ababa.

The Big Art Sale was celebrating 20 years of 
providing a platform for local artists to promote 
their work while fostering support for the 
artistic community.

One of the artists that eagerly anticipated the Big 
Art Sale was Israel Woldemichael, a seasoned 
artist whose works reflect deep emotion, 
spirituality, and social commentary.

FEATURE STORY

THE ENDURING 
POWER OF ART:
ISRAEL 
WOLDEMICHAEL
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His story of hardship is one many artists face. As 
a young man, Israel lived in exile, first in Djibouti 
and then in Kenya, where he spent several 
years. These formative experiences shaped his 
worldview and later became a subtle thread 
running through his art. His paintings often 
explore themes of resilience, identity, and the 
complexities of modern life.

Between 2008 and 2012, he exhibited his works 
in multiple exhibitions, gaining recognition for his 
emotional depth and unique artistic voice. His art 
is characterized by symbolic forms, and powerful 
color palettes that invite the viewer into a space 
of reflection.

Israel’s work doesn’t just express individual 
experience—it resonates with broader social 
realities, capturing the tension between hardship 
and hope. He has also collaborated with fellow 
artists, enriching the local art scene through 
shared exhibitions and creative partnerships.

Although he currently faces a sudden disability, 
Israel continues to paint. His dedication to his craft 
remains strong, and his art now carries an even 
deeper sense of personal struggle and triumph, 
reflecting the enduring power of art to reflect the 
soul and heal the spirit.

Contact info: +251910790176/ +251912138868
Email- israelwoldemichael1930@gmail.com
 
If you would like to assist Israel in realizing an 
opportunity he has to treat his disability, please 
contact him to learn more.
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integral to the life of pastoralists living in 
lowland areas of Ethiopia, citing their crucial use 
for transport. Their natural ability to withstand 
the scorching hot temperatures and to survive 
without water for weeks in such areas makes 
them popular domestic animals. Also, camels 
are a favorite source of milk and meat among 
these pastoralist communities, and are also 
exported to Arab countries as far as the UAE 
and Saudi Arabia.

The Babile area, some 540 km east of Addis i
n the Somali Region, is famous for its weekly 
Camel Market.

Every Monday, hundreds of camel owners bring 

BABILE CAMEL 
MARKET   
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their best bred camels to a huge open field in the 
heart of Babile town, numbering from three to 
five thousand camels for sale.

The market is filled with a lively atmosphere, full of 
women wearing colorful "shiti" dresses and hijabs, 
old women decorated with henna and most of all, 
camels of different sizes and ages crowding the 
open field.

The market itself is a sight to behold but there is 
another unique feature that one experiences in 
Babile. To avoid brokers involving with potential 
buyers and inflating the price, deals are made in 
a discreet manner. Once a buyer approaches the 
owner and selects the camel of his choice, 
the price will not be discussed orally. Rather, they 
hide themselves in a scarf or behind the camels 
and use the creases on their fingers to negotiate 
the price.

A good camel could cost up to 200,000 birr or 
more and once they agree on the price, the deal is 
sealed with a handshake. Sometimes transactions 
are made hours or days after the deal.

A visit to the Babile Camel Market can be 
combined with a safari in Babile Elephant 
Sanctuary, home to the largest population of 
African Bush Elephants in Ethiopia, and a visit 
to the historic town of Harar, just 30km outside 
Babile Town.

Text and photos by Michael Metaferia
instagram.com/michael.metaferia
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‘On March 10, 2019, Ethiopian Airlines Flight 302 
claimed 157 lives, leaving grieving families who 
gathered to honor their loved ones. In December 
2019, a ten-member family committee was 
established to work with Boeing, Ethiopian 
Airlines, and other stakeholders to ensure a 
respectful design. In February 2022, after an 
international design competition, Alebel Desta 
Consulting Architects and Engineers were selected 
for their concept focused on absence, revelation, 
and healing.

The memorial was inaugurated on March 10, 
2025, the sixth anniversary of the crash, with 
nearly 1,200 attendees. Speeches by family 
representatives, Alebel Desta, Ethiopian Airlines’ 
CEO Mesfin Tasew, and government officials 
marked the ceremony, as families laid flowers by 
the burial ground and unveiled plaques bearing 
victims’ names.

The memorial park centers on two sacred sites: 
the Crash Site and the Burial Ground. A main trail 
retraces the final moments of the flight, leading 
to a sculptural monument formed by four inclined, 
earth-red pigmented concrete forms representing 
Africa, Europe, North America, and Asia. Plaques 
resembling Boeing 737 MAX 8 windows display 
names, birth years, and nationalities. Each inclined 
form leads to a raised cubicle with bronze plaques 
sharing each continent’s story.
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ET 302 
MEMORIAL 
MONUMENT & 
PARK: HEALING 
THROUGH 
ARCHITECTURE
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At its heart, a 28-meter Burial Ground is encircled 
by a circular walkway linked to the monument. 
The Healing Monument, a Corten steel sculpture 
with a perforated surface, lets light filter through, 
symbolizing the journey from sorrow to healing. 
An adjacent amphitheater for over 360 people 
and a Rock Garden offer spaces for collective 
and quiet reflection. Supporting facilities blend 
discreetly into the landscape.

This living work of art stands at the crossroads 
of memory, healing, and education, ensuring the 
legacy of those lost endures. The project, driven 
by heartfelt collaboration and resilience, honors 
the victims while inspiring enduring hope and 
future remembrance.

Source: Alebel Desta
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A NEW ERA 
FOR AFRICAN 
HOSPITALITY 
INNOVATION: 
HOSPITALITY 
HACKATHON 
RECAP

On April 12–13, Ethiopia hosted its first-ever 
Hospitality Hackathon, a landmark two-
day event that brought together over 350 
innovators, entrepreneurs, and industry leaders 
to solve real-world challenges in African 
hospitality. Hosted across two venues — ALX 
Lideta Hub and the Pan African Hall at Kuriftu 
African Village — the event marked a new 
chapter for collaborative problem-solving in 
tourism and service.

What made this hackathon unique? The 
problem statements were drawn directly from 
operational challenges at Kuriftu Resorts, 
ensuring that every idea generated was 
grounded in real need. The event was inspired 
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by the Cornell University x Hilton Hackathon, but 
reimagined for the Ethiopian and broader African 
hospitality context — blending local insight with 
global ambition.

Day One focused on deep exploration of the 
four challenge areas, with workshops led by ALX 
Ethiopia and WeVenture guiding teams through 
ideation. By the end of the day, over 70 original 
solutions were developed — from tech-enabled 
guest services to sustainable resort operations. 
The day also featured a vibrant panel discussion 
moderated by Helinna Ayalew, featuring:

• Yonaiel Tadiwos, Operations Director,     
       Kuriftu Resorts
• Yoadan Tilahun, Founder, Flawless Events
• Misikir Adane, Co-founder, Muyalogy

Day Two was hosted at the Pan African Hall in 
Kuriftu African Village, where the top 9 teams 
pitched their solutions to an esteemed panel of 
judges. After a powerful round of presentations, 

Team Genit was crowned the winner, receiving:
•  150,000 ETB cash prize
•  A Kuriftu holiday package
•  Access to WeVenture’s incubation       
  program
•  Entrepreneurship support from ALX

The winning team was selected by an expert 
panel of judges:

• Temesgen Gebrehiwot, CEO, ETA     
       Solutions /Zmall
• Tadios Tefera, CTO, MMCY Tech
• Yasser Bagersh, Founder, Cactus         
       Advertising

This was more than a competition — it was the 
launch of a movement to empower local talent, 
embrace innovation, and build solutions that can 
redefine African hospitality from the inside out.

Source: Yonaiel Tadiwos, Operations Director, 
Kuriftu Resorts
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Ethio Cycling Adventures (ECA), was 
set up by Levi Lawrence to promote 
recreational cycling in Addis. At the 
time, the target group was expats 
and tourists looking to explore the city 
and surrounding areas by bike, as this 
offered a unique experience, as well as 
an opportunity to keep fit. 

Having mapped out a series of rides, 
from a city tour to outer suburban 
rides and more challenging routes 
up and around Entoto, Levi led small 
groups of riders and individuals 
on these tours, with bikes supplied 
by ECA.

Back then, touring around the city by 
bike came with its challenges, not least 
having to share congested roads, filled 
with older, polluting vehicles, often 
driven by drivers with little concern for 
cyclists. Avoiding potholes and open 
drains also added to the fun and the 
dreaded mud on the roads during the 
rainy season left Levi dreaming of a 
better world for cyclists in Addis.

Returning after eight years, LeviI 
could not believe his eyes! World class, 
dedicated bike lanes, new tarmac 
roads and covered drains all over the 
city. Even more incredible was the 
amazing new sealed road that goes up 
and around the Entoto Ranges from 
Arat Kilo offering spectacular views of 
Addis and the surrounding countryside. 
Obviously, a ride up and down Entoto is 
not for the faint hearted, but it offers a 
much-improved experience on the old 
roads and can be ridden by both road 
and mountain bikes.

Levi’s final dream for Addis Ababa is 
to see its wonderful new bike lanes 
packed with riders on a daily basis, 
turning Addis into one of the leading 
environmentally friendly cycling cities 
in Africa.

For information on ECA rides and 
tours call 0929 343987

REFLECTIONS 
FROM ETHIO 
CYCLING 
ADVENTURES 

Ethio Cycling Adventures 
(ECA), was set up by Levi 
Lawrence to promote 
recreational cycling in Addis.
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rthur Rimbaud was born in 
France in 1854. He wrote his 
first poems at the age of fifteen 
but suddenly gave up literature 
in 1875 to become an explorer, 
merchant and journalist. From 
1880 to 1890, he lived several 
times in Harar pursuing his 

childhood dream to live intensely, to be 
constantly on the move in a frantic quest to 
explore the unknown.

Emmanuel Benoit has always been fascinated 
by him. In 2016, Emmanual moved to Addis Ababa 
for three years, where he observed the comings 
and goings of the capital's blue taxis. He then 
undertook a massive and itinerant installation, 
pasting Rimbaud's image onto hundreds of Lada 
taxis in the capital and also on Peugeot 404 taxis 
of Harar.

« I created a round, more dynamic image, slightly 
different from the iconic photograph taken by 
Carjat in 1871, and the idea was to keep the image 
in motion ».

“TAXI 
RIMBAUD”: 
AN IMAGE IN 
MOTION
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When he returned to Ethiopia in 2023, Emmanuel 
continued this project by buying a Peugeot 404 
taxi in Harar and driving it back to Addis Ababa.
 
Emmanuel’s Exhibition Statement
« My exhibition will be a unique opportunity 
to celebrate contemporary art, Ethiopian 
history and the wonderful adventure of driving 
my Peugeot 404 taxi through the country's 
breathtaking landscapes. This journey is a nod 
to Arthur Rimbaud's expedition to Shoa in 1887 
when he went to Entoto to meet Menelik.

It took me three days in November 2024 to reach 
Entoto from Harar.

My taxi will be presented as the centerpiece 
of this exhibition. Extracted from the streets 
of Harar, it will become an art object, whilst 
remaining a strong image of automobile history 
in Ethiopia.

A film, shot with a super 8 camera will offer an 
artistic vision of this journey. Additionally, a few 
large photos will highlight some of the exceptional 
design details of the Peugeot 404 styled by the 
Italian Pininfarina ».

ONE NIGHT ONLY EXHIBITION!
On: Saturday, May 17, 2025 @ 6 PM
At: Paul Ries HQ , Piazza, near the Alliance 
Ethio-Française
To receive an invitation, contact Emmanuel Benoit 
at this number 0966689887                                                                                                       
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A LINEAGE 
OF GOLD, 
REIMAGINED 
FOR THE 
MODERN WORLD 
There’s a new name on the jewelry scene — 
but the story behind it goes back generations.  
Zbello by Arsiema launched in April and is 
already turning heads for its blend of Ethiopian 
gold tradition and modern design. Founded by 
Naomi Zbello, daughter of Weyzero Arsiema 
Gebreselassie and Ato Yemane Zbello, the brand 
is born out of Arsiema, a well-known family gold 
business with four generations of history 
in Ethiopia.

After earning a double major in Finance and 
Economics from Drexel University and an MBA 
from Thomas Jefferson University, Naomi 
returned to her roots with a fresh perspective — 
one that honors the past while expanding it for a 
global audience.

Zbello’s debut collection features signature takes 
on traditional Ethiopian silhouettes alongside 
newly designed pieces that feel refined, wearable, 
and distinctly now. Every piece carries the spirit 
of something handed down — yet made to fit 
effortlessly into today’s wardrobe.

To mark the launch, Zbello dropped a brand film 
that explores gold as a generational keepsake — 
passed down through time, reinterpreted by each 
era. The film, along with a teaser campaign on 
social media, helped set the tone for a brand that’s 
both personal and proudly forward-thinking.

What’s next? A growing range of collections, 
custom-made pieces available through the 
website, and plans to bring Ethiopian-inspired gold 
design to jewelry lovers around the world.  

Follow along at @zbellobyarsiema and shop the 
full collection at zbello.com.
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for more info message 
and visit our website:

+251994448484

COFFEE  TOURS
Saturdays
9.00am-12.30pm

Join us for a delightful coffee tour in 
the cradle of coffee – ETHIOPIA! Dive 
into the fascinating journey of coffee, 
from bean to brew, savor your very 
first coffee-tasting experience.



for more info message 
and visit our website:

+251994448484

COFFEE  TOURS
Saturdays
9.00am-12.30pm

Join us for a delightful coffee tour in 
the cradle of coffee – ETHIOPIA! Dive 
into the fascinating journey of coffee, 
from bean to brew, savor your very 
first coffee-tasting experience.
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ITALY AT 
INNOVATION 
AFRICA 2025 – 
TECHNOLOGIES 
FOR GROWTH

O
n behalf of the Italian Trade 
Agency (ITA), the government 
body promoting the 
internationalization of Italian 
companies, our Addis Ababa 
office proudly organized Italy’s 
first participation in Innovation 
Africa 2025—a leading platform 

for education and technology cooperation across 
the continent.

The event, held this year in Addis Ababa, 
offered valuable insights into EdTech trends and 
innovation, creating meaningful connections 
between stakeholders and industry leaders. Italy 
is home to a thriving EdTech ecosystem, uniting 
startups, established companies, and research 
institutions to create learner-centered digital 
solutions with global reach.

Eleven top Italian companies showcased their 
innovations at the event, highlighting Italy’s 
dedication to digital transformation and human 
capital development in Africa. For Italian startups, 
such events are vital to connect with global 
partners, gain market insights, and scale their 
impact internationally.

Our participation aligns with the goals of the Piano 
Mattei, a strategic plan launched in January 2024 
by the Italian government to build stronger, more 
equitable partnerships with African nations. With 
a €5.5 billion investment and a focus on six pillars—
including education, energy, and infrastructure—
the plan promotes sustainable growth through 
collaborative projects in nine African countries.

Italian technology is globally respected for its 
innovation, reliability, and creativity, especially 
in sectors like digital education and renewable 
energy. Through our presence at Innovation Africa, 
we aimed to demonstrate how Italian expertise 
can contribute to Africa’s development goals.
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Workshops and meetings during the event gave 
Italian companies deeper insight into African 
EdTech needs, covering topics like digital learning, 
teacher training, and AI in education. We see this 
event as a key opportunity to foster partnerships 
and are ready to support future collaborations.

Thank you to the organizers for a successful and 
impactful event—we look forward to what’s next.

Source: Mr. Claudio Pasqualucci, ITA Trade 
Commissioner, Addis Ababa, Ethiopia
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Address: Factory: Sidama Regional State, Hawassa

 
Addis Ababa: Kality around Kadisco

Tel: 094 357 5449 / 094 357 5447

Tel: 091 593 8181

Enjoy 
the
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Double daily 
flights to Dubai
Fly from Addis Ababa to Dubai with flydubai 
twice daily and enjoy more choice next time 
you travel. 

Make your trip even more special in 
Business Class where our lie-flat seat not 
only means more space and privacy but you 
can get some serious shut-eye. During the 
flight we offer delicious hot meals from our 
international menus, giving you an elevated 
flying experience.

Book your flight today, visit flydubai.com 
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Gourmet Brunch Experience
Family-Friendly Dance Class
Craft & Art Stations

Clay & Pottery Making
Themed photo booth

THE MAMOKACHA
BRUNCH ESCAPE

A Night of Wine, Beer & Barbecue!

Reserve your spot now!

Sunday, May 11, 2025
Time: 10:00 AM – 8:00 PM

Phone Number | WhatsApp
+251944747408 | +251911238755

Mamokacha GaraLocation




