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Suddenly (it seems!)  it is already September and Back 
to School for kids! September is also the New Year for 
Ethiopians as Ethiopia bids farewell to 2017 and enters 
the New Year of 2018 while foreigners remain in 2025 
until January 2026. Later in the month is the popular 
annual celebration of Meskel which we write about 
this month.

We have a wonderful article about Kaffa in 
southwestern Ethiopia. “A Hidden Gem” indeed 
according to travel writer Michael Metaferia. We 
profile Italian textile designer Cristina De Luca who 
has made Ethiopia her home along with her Ethiopian 
husband and their kids. Read all about their Auradoro 
cross-cultural world inspired Italian designs and where 
to find them. 

Have you ever heard about Plogging? It is a new form 
of exercise that involves caring for the environment 
and you can read all about its origin. World Voice 
and Art Association is a non-profit organisation 
with a mission for educators and artists to enhance 
education through creative approaches by leveraging 
the power of art, music, storytelling and technology. 

We hope you enjoy our issue this month.
Team What’s Out
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FEATURE STORY

September is the month when the city, rich 
in history and culture, welcomes thousands 
of children returning to classrooms across 
government and private schools. This period 
marks a fresh start, filled with hope and 
anticipation for academic success.

As the new academic year begins in Addis Ababa, 
students, parents, and teachers gear up for 
another exciting chapter of learning and growth. 
The city is abuzz with preparations: families are 
purchasing new school uniforms, students are 
getting their school bags ready, and stationery 
supplies and books are being stocked to ensure 
students have all they need for a successful year.

The CANVAS creative space contributed to these 
preparations by holding a successful, bespoke 
‘Back to School Bazaar’ at the end of August.

Schools are also preparing their classrooms and 
organizing schedules to welcome students back. 
These preparations reflect the community’s 
enthusiasm and commitment to providing quality 
education, setting the stage for a productive and 
inspiring year ahead.

BACK TO 
SCHOOL: 
A NEW YEAR, 
A NEW START
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In recent years, significant strides have been 
made to emphasize inclusive education, ensuring 
that children from diverse backgrounds, including 
those with disabilities, have access to learning 
opportunities.

Parents play a vital role in supporting their 
children’s education by providing encouragement 
and creating conducive learning environments 
at home. Meanwhile, students are encouraged 
to embrace discipline, curiosity, and resilience as 
they navigate their academic journey.

The back-to-school season also brings a sense 
of renewal within the community, fostering unity 
and shared commitment toward building a 
brighter future. With ongoing efforts to enhance 
educational quality and accessibility, Addis 
Ababa aims to empower its youth with skills and 
knowledge essential for every student to thrive 
and contribute to the growth of Addis Ababa and 
Ethiopia as a whole.

Best wishes to students, parents and teachers for 
a bright new start to the coming academic year!

Source: Various
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Meskel, celebrated annually on 
September 27 (or 28 during leap years), 
is one of Ethiopia’s most treasured 
religious holidays. Rooted in centuries of 
tradition, the festival commemorates the 
discovery of the True Cross by Empress 
Helena, mother of Roman Emperor 
Constantine, in the 4th century. “Meskel” 
means “cross” in Ge’ez, and the holiday 
honors this sacred symbol with vibrant 
ceremonies, spiritual reflection, and deep 
community ties.

The celebration begins the night before, 
on “Demera” Eve. Large bonfires, also 
called Demera, are lit in city squares 
and villages across the country. The 
most famous of these takes place in 
Meskel Square in Addis Ababa, drawing 
thousands of people. The bonfire is 
topped with daisies—called “meskel 
flowers”—and priests in colorful robes 
lead processions with chanting, prayers, 
and the lighting of the fire. According to 
tradition, the direction in which the fire 
leans as it burns reveals omens for the 
coming year.

The next day is filled with church services, 
feasts, and gatherings with family and 
neighbors. People wear traditional white 
garments, and communities prepare 
and share special holiday dishes. In rural 
areas, villagers hold smaller but equally 
meaningful Demera events.

Beyond its religious significance, Meskel 
is also recognized by UNESCO as an 
Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity. 
It reflects Ethiopia’s unique fusion 
of Orthodox Christian faith, ancient 
customs, and strong communal values.

Meskel is more than a holiday—it is a 
time of renewal, unity, and joy. Whether 
witnessed in the heart of Addis Ababa 
or in a remote village, the glowing 
Demera fire remains a powerful symbol 
of hope and spiritual connection that 
continues to bring Ethiopians together 
across generations.
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MESKEL: 
ETHIOPIA’S 
RADIANT 
FESTIVAL OF 
THE TRUE 
CROSS 
by Rachel Berhane
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"Melkam Addis Amet"
Wishing you a travel and adventure filled 2018!

Text and photographs: Michael Metaferia
instagram.com/michael.metaferia

Lion Photograph: Bruno D'Amicis
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KAFFA: A 
HIDDEN GEM
Ethiopia is known to have a wide variety of 
ecosystems, ranging from evergreen cloud 
forests to warm, dry depressions and everything 
in between. Citing this diversity, Ethiopia is part of 
one of the world's 35 biodiversity hotspots.

Today, I am taking you some 460KM out of 
Addis to the Kaffa Biosphere Reserve in South 
Western Ethiopia, which is widely known to be 
the birthplace of coffee Arabica, one of the most 
popular drinks in the world. 

In the ancient forests of Kaffa, centuries old wild 
coffee trees grow and thrive with an incredible 
variety of as many as 5000 genetic variants. 
These abundant forests and mountains also give 
rise to a number of roaring rivers that nourish 
vast lowland areas and gushing waterfalls such 
as Barta, endlessly dropping down from cliffs as 
deep as 70 meters, creating mists and rainbows.

More than 300 animal species, including the 
majestic Abyssinian Lions with a distinctive 
black mane, call this place of wonder home. 
Such dense forests are unlikely habitats for 
carnivores and predators, but thanks to the 
French photographer Bruno D'Amicis, who 
traveled to Ethiopia in 2012 and captured these 
kings of the jungle in Kaffa, their presence has 
been confirmed. 224 plant species have been 
recorded in the area, out of which 20 are listed as 
endemic. Kaffa is also a paradise to birdwatchers, 
with as many as 178 colorful birds roaming 
under its skies.

To top off these and many more natural wonders 
of the area, spending time with the humble 
locals of Kaffa whose culture and livelihood 
revolves around the coffee plant, is an interesting 
experience, adding a touch of warmth and love 
to your visit.

This coming Ethiopian New Year, I invite you to 
visit Kaffa and explore one of the hidden gems 
of Ethiopia.
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AURADORO: 
MADE IN 
ETHIOPIA 
WORLD INSPIRED, 
ITALIAN DESIGN

Cristina De Luca has lived in Ethiopia for 10 years 
along with her family. 20 years ago, while studying 
architecture in Rome, she met fellow student 
Ethiopian Ettore; they married 12 years ago and 
have 2 beautiful daughters.

Cristina reflects that while born and raised in 
Rome, living a normal and lovely life, something 
was always missing. By nature, she had always 
been intolerant of rules and regulations and so 
she felt as if she was trapped in a kind of cocoon. 
However, after visiting Ethiopia she started to 
free herself.

After their master degrees in architectural design, 
the couple decided to move and settle in Ethiopia. 
Motivated by solid values of honesty, community 
and positivism, it was initially quite challenging 
having to adapt to a different way of working 
and thinking. But the most important thing was 
becoming masters of their own lives and with a 
mere 200 euros in their pockets, perseverance and 
determination, they were able to launch their own 
architectural company (4D Studio), followed by a 
furniture factory. 

Cristina is now running her own textile business 
AURADORO CROSS-CULTURAL FASHION: 
creating bags, accessories and clothing using 
Ethiopian handwoven fabrics, mixed with premium 
quality leather combining all the colourful and 
cultural aspects of living in international Addis 
promoting cultural exchanges at different levels.

“We love to mix our fabrics and designs to create 
something unique including collaborating with 
local artisans and creating a strong community 
based on unity in diversity. My dream is to grow 
together with all the people working with us, 
being able to export our products to other African 
countries, showing the beauty of handwoven 
Ethiopian fabrics.”
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SHOPPING

Facebook: AURADOROcrossculturalfashion
Instagram: auradorocrossculturalfashion
Telegram: AURADORO
WhatsApp: 251946626435

https://maps.app.goo.gl/krhmG1sQKKgngjCh9
Located in MEKANISA
https://maps.app.goo.gl/
Gne2BKUvfEdjjQdw8?g_st=awb
Located in SAR BET

PHONE:
+251946626435

by Arabella Stewart

11



12



CITY
S

E
P

TE
M

B
E

R
  2

0
2

5

ETHIOPIAN 
AIRLINES 
UNVEILS 
$150 MILLION 
WORLD-CLASS 
AVIATION 
FACILITIES   
by Rachel Berhane

Ethiopian Airlines has inaugurated a series of 
cutting-edge aviation facilities in Addis Ababa, 
marking a major milestone in its Vision2035 
strategy. The new infrastructure, which includes 
modern hangars, an advanced Aircraft 
Component Shop, and a state-of-the-art Aircraft 
Parts Store, was completed within two years at a 
total cost of 150 million USD.

The launch ceremony, held on July 22, 2025, 
was attended by senior government officials, 
diplomats, and industry leaders. The investment 
aims to boost the airline's Maintenance, Repair, 
and Overhaul (MRO) capacity and support its 
growing fleet.

Lieutenant General Yilma Merdasa, Board 
Chairman of Ethiopian Airlines, emphasized the 
national and continental significance of the new 
facilities. “We are building global recognition for 
Ethiopia’s aviation strength,” he said, adding that 
the development contributes to economic growth, 
innovation, and national security.
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Group CEO Mesfin Tasew highlighted that the 
project is a vital part of achieving the goals set out 
in Vision2035. He noted that the rapid completion 
of such a large-scale facility demonstrates 
Ethiopian Airlines’ efficiency and long-term vision.

The new facilities not only enhance operational 
capabilities but also reinforce Ethiopian Airlines’ 
position as Africa’s leading aviation group.
 
They are expected to create job opportunities, 
strengthen technical expertise, and promote 
regional innovation, solidifying Ethiopia’s role as a 
key player in global aviation.

Source: https://www.ena.et/web/eng/w/
eng_6989267
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HALA’S DESIGN 
CELEBRATES 
GRAND OPENING 
OF FLAGSHIP 
SHOWROOM AT 
TROPICAL MALL

On July 19, 2025, Hala’s Design officially unveiled 
its highly anticipated flagship showroom at 
Tropical Mall, marking a major milestone in the 
brand’s evolution and in Ethiopia’s growing 
fashion scene.

The grand opening was a vibrant celebration of 
creativity, culture, and craftsmanship. Fashion 
enthusiasts, loyal clients, media personalities, and 
industry tastemakers gathered to witness the next 
chapter in founder Tigist’s remarkable journey. 
With its sleek interior and thoughtfully curated 
collection, the showroom reflects the brand’s core 
ethos—custom craftsmanship rooted in heritage, 
interpreted through a modern lens.

Launched in 2019 and inspired by Tigist’s 
upbringing in a home full of expressive individuals, 
Hala’s Design has grown from humble beginnings 
to a respected name in couture. From bridal 
gowns and red carpet looks to elegant cocktail 
wear, the brand is known for its flawless tailoring 
and powerful silhouettes. The 2023 addition of a 
luxury leather bag line, designed and handmade in 
Ethiopia, further cemented Hala’s Design as a local 
brand with global potential.

During the event, Tigist spoke passionately about 
building her dream during the pandemic and the 
resilience it required. “This showroom is more than 
a space—it’s proof that Ethiopian luxury fashion 
belongs on the world stage,” she said.

With its Tropical Mall location, Hala’s Design is 
now more accessible to a wider audience while 
continuing to offer bespoke services and signature 
pieces. The opening was not only a celebration of 
one woman’s vision but also a nod to a new era of 
Ethiopian fashion—proudly local, undeniably global.

Visit the new showroom: Tropical Mall, 1st Floor
Mobile: +251 91 304 7928
Email: Designertghala@gmail.com

By Rachel Berhane 
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HAVE YOU 
HEARD ABOUT 
PLOGGING? 
Plogging-Ethiopia traces its origins back to a 
family excursion, before officially launching in 
January 2021 at Entoto Park by Firew Kefyalew 
and his three sons – Yeab, Lihiq, and Amnen. 
Plogging-Ethiopia goes beyond simply collecting 
trash; it represents a dynamic movement that 
combines physical fitness, community involvement, 
and environmental responsibility. 

The concept, originating from Sweden, quickly 
gained momentum as Firew and a growing 
community of volunteers realized its potential 
to make a meaningful impact in Ethiopia. Their 
dedicated volunteers, unite under a shared 
objective: fostering a healthier Ethiopia by 
tackling plastic pollution and advocating for an 
active way of life.

Plogging is more than an exercise routine; it's 
a revolutionary approach to environmental 
stewardship. Participants jog or walk, 
intermittently stopping to pick up litter along their 
route. This simple act not only beautifies the local 
surroundings but also raises awareness about 
the impact of plastic pollution on communities 
and ecosystems. At the core of Plogging-Ethiopia 
is a mission to create a cleaner, greener Ethiopia 
through community-led action. They believe 
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that collective efforts, no matter how small, 
can pave the way for substantial change. By 
encouraging plogging, they aim to inspire people 
to take responsibility for their environment while 
promoting an active and healthy lifestyle.

Plogging-Ethiopia's remarkable achievements 
have gained both national and international 
acclaim, highlighted in more than 30 media 
outlets and commended by Ethiopia's Prime 
Minister for their exceptional community service. 
Despite starting from humble beginnings without 
an official office, staff, or budget, they have 
successfully showcased the transformative power 
of collective action and the positive energy that 
drives social change. The movement has become 
a symbol of grassroots environmentalism, 
demonstrating the profound impact that 
collective positive energy can have.

SOURCE AND FOR MORE INFO:
https://ploggingethiopia.org/
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World Voice and Arts Association Ethiopia 
(WVAAE) is a non-profit organisation created 
in 2019 by a group of experienced educators 
and artists. Through multiple programs and 
partnerships, WVAAE now works hand in hand 
to inspire, empower, and transform learning 
in Ethiopia.

We have a number of programs including 
training teachers and students in innovative 
teaching methods, utilizing music, visual arts, 
storytelling, and digital technology to enrich 
learning experiences and enhance 
educational outcomes. 

TRANSFORMING 
LEARNING IN 
ETHIOPIA 
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We also work to bridge the digital divide by 
promoting digital literacy, providing access to 
ICT resources, and integrating technology into 
education and development initiatives. Through 
partnerships and grassroots initiatives, we 
extend our impact beyond classrooms, reaching 
marginalized communities and fostering inclusive 
development. 

We also conduct research and advocate 
for policies that support creative and digital 
education, ensuring long-term and 
sustainable change.

Our mission is to enhance education through 
creative approaches by leveraging the power of 
arts, music, storytelling and technology. We aim to 
bridge the digital divide and empower educators 
and learners by integrating digital literacy, 
e-learning resources, and innovative teaching 
methods into traditional and non-traditional 
learning spaces.

Source: World Voice and Arts Association 
Ethiopia

Contacts:
Phone: +251 945 36 4848 / +251 921 414 162 / 
+251913179477
Website: www.worldvoiceethiopia.org 
Email:  zenyzerfu@gmail.com
getubenyam333@gmail.com
Social Media: search World Voice and Arts 
Association Ethiopia
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Ingredients:
• 1 cup (225g) unsalted butter, softened
• ⅔ cup (80g) powdered sugar
• 1 teaspoon vanilla extract
• 2 cups (250g) all-purpose flour
• ¼ teaspoon salt
• Optional for decorating:
  o Powdered sugar (for dusting)
  o Melted chocolate
  o Sprinkles

Instructions:
1. Preheat the Oven
Preheat your oven to 350°F (175°C). Line a baking 
sheet with parchment paper.
2. Cream the Butter and Sugar
In a large bowl, beat the softened butter and 
powdered sugar together until light and fluffy.
3. Add Vanilla
Mix in the vanilla extract until well combined.
4. Add the Dry Ingredients
Gradually add the flour and salt to the butter 
mixture, mixing until a soft dough forms.
5. Shape the Cookies
Use a piping bag, cookie press, or roll-and-cut 
method to shape the dough into desired cookie 
shapes. Place them on the prepared baking sheet, 
leaving space between each cookie.
Optional: If the dough is too soft, chill it for 15–20 
minutes to make it easier to handle.
6. Bake
Bake in the preheated oven for 10–12 minutes, or 
until the edges are lightly golden.
7. Cool
Remove from the oven and let the cookies cool 
on the baking sheet for 5 minutes. Then transfer 
them to a wire rack to cool completely.
8. Decorate and Serve
Once cooled, dust with powdered sugar for a 
simple finish, or drizzle with melted chocolate and 
top with sprinkles for a festive touch.
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CLASSIC BUTTER 
COOKIES   
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Across the globe, architecture and design are 
increasingly dominated by a sterile, overly 
simplified aesthetic. What once was a meaningful 
minimalist movement has now become a 
shortcut—repeated, replicated, and reproduced 
at speed. Under pressure to build faster and 
cheaper, developers and designers are leaning on 
templated forms that lack context, identity, and 
cultural relevance.

We continue to copy what is easy: flat façades, 
generic palettes, and international styles that 
could belong to any city in the world. But in 
doing so, we risk eroding the very integrity of the 
profession. Architecture is not just about shelter 
or style—it’s about crafting spaces that reflect 
who we are, where we are, and how we live.

This loss is particularly visible when contrasted 
with the richness of older buildings that 
demanded skill, detail, and thought. Take, for 
example, the National Bank of Ethiopia—a striking 
example of modern Ethiopian architecture, 
designed by Chomette in 1965. A student of 
Le Corbusier, Chomette’s design combined 
modernist elements with local materials.

This is not just a local problem. It’s global. But 
the consequence is the same: a diminishing 
connection between people and place, between 
culture and craft.

But it doesn’t have to be one or the other. The 
future of architecture can be both refined and 
rooted. By blending today’s innovations with 
timeless craftsmanship and cultural sensitivity, we 
can design buildings that are efficient—yet full of 
meaning. Simplicity doesn't need to erase identity. 
It can frame it.

By Nujuma Ibrahim 
www.starboundcreations.com

OVERSIMPLIFIED:
IS ARCHITECTURE LOSING
ITS SOUL?

DESIGN

MER    ATO 
locally made, pleasantly different

 K

Not a bazaar. Not a mall. A cultural experience.
Step into a vibrant space where artisans, 

designers, makers, and customers come together to 
connect, and celebrate the soul of Ethiopian culture.

TIME: 9 AM - 6 PM   LOCATION: ATRIUM & GARDEN

HOME DECOR TERA WELLNESS TERA

KIDS & CRAFTS TERAFASHION TERA

info:mercato2.0athilton@gmail.com

DISCOVER  A 
DIFFERENT 
KIND OF 
MARKET!

Saturday 6th & Sunday 7th September    

Next seasonal appointments: December 6th & 7th
March 14th & 15th   June 6th & 7th 
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Experience 
Business Class
Flying from Addis Ababa to Dubai is now 
even more convenient with two daily flights. 

Enjoy an elevated travel experience in the 
comfort of our lie-flat seat in Business 
Class, where we ensure you arrive ready and 
refreshed for your day ahead.

Book your flight today, visit flydubai.com 




