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We hope you enjoyed a Happy Ethiopian New Year 
as we now enter October, with less rain and more sun 
to come! The very popular and delicious Pasta Festa 
is taking place for the third year - read all about the 
event and even consider partaking yourself!

Fendika has been holding regular music events at the 
Hyatt Regency since the old structure needed to be 
demolished as part of the Corridor Project. However, a 
world-renowned Italian architectural firm is designing 
the new Grand Fendika Cultural Center building which 
is sure to be a prominent feature in the new landscape 
and skyline of the city!

Zemenay is a stylish new fashion brand which 
celebrates plus-size women and is Ethiopia’s first 
plus-size inclusive brand. An all too often and troubling 
sight to see is the abandonment of horses and 
donkeys on the road sides. But Elnet Foundation has 
come to the rescue of these beleaguered animals. 
They provide mobile and free veterinary and clinical 
services to abandoned equines. These are just a few of 
our articles in this edition.

Have a good October!
Team What’s Out





FEATURE STORY

PASTA FESTA
IS BACK FOR 
ITS 3RD YEAR!
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Addis Ababa, are you ready to eat, laugh, and 
celebrate together? The Culture Club is serving 
up something special—Pasta Festa 2025! After 
two incredible years of delicious memories, 
we’re back with an even bigger and tastier 
celebration of Italian cuisine, local talent, and 
community spirit

On Saturday, November 1st, the Millennium 
Compound will transform into a pasta paradise 
from 11:30 AM to 10:00 PM. Expect the aroma 
of simmering sauces, the twirl of fresh pasta, 
and the joy of food bringing people together. 
Whether you’re a foodie, a family looking for a 
fun day out, or someone who just loves pasta 
(who doesn’t?!), this is the place to be.

What’s Cooking at Pasta Festa 2025?
25+ vendors serving up everything from 
classic spaghetti to creative pasta twists, plus 
irresistible desserts.
Music & entertainment to keep the good vibes 
flowing all day.
Cooking demos where chefs share their 
secrets—you might even learn how to make your 
new favorite dish!
Family-friendly fun for kids and adults alike.

With 5,000–7,000 guests expected, this will be 
the largest gathering of pasta lovers in Ethiopia. 
Tickets are just 250 ETB per person, available 
starting October 10 via TeleBirr.

So, mark your calendars and bring your 
appetite—because Pasta Festa isn’t just about 
food, it’s about celebrating community, culture, 
and connection. 

Vendor registration will be open from 
October 1 to 15.

For registration and details, please contact us 
at 0956888811 or info@whatsoutaddis.com

Come hungry, leave happy, and join us as we 
celebrate the love of pasta—one delicious plate 
at a time!
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Ethiopian leaders in fashion and industry joined 
global stakeholders in Moscow, reinforcing the 
country’s role as a BRICS member and advancing 
Africa’s voice on the international fashion stage. 

The BRICS+ Fashion Summit, which took place 
in Moscow from August 28 to 30, once again 
established itself as a vital international forum for 
the global fashion industry. With participation from 
over 100 stakeholders representing more than 60 
countries, the Summit provided a comprehensive 
platform for the exchange of ideas and discourse 
on diverse topics, including cultural narratives, 
innovation, sustainability, and investment in the 
fashion sector. 

Ethiopia’s engagement was both prominent and 
substantive. Mahlet Teklemariam, Founder of 
Hub of Africa Fashion Week, chaired the Business 
Program’s “Regional Session on Africa.” The panel 
featured distinguished African leaders including 
from Ethiopia Mahlet Afework (Founder and CEO, 
MAFI MAFI, and Mafi Fashion Academy and Lab). 
The Ethiopian delegation also included Anna 
Getaneh, Founder and Creative Director of African 
Mosaique, who contributed to the session “Power 
of Positioning. Brand Evolution — From Logo to 
Culture.” Additionally, Tsgehiwot Haftu Geretsadik, 
Head of the Garment and Fashion Desk at the 
Ministry of Industry, participated in the discussion 
titled “Market Privileges: How to Attract Investors 
to the Fashion Industry.” 
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ETHIOPIA 
MARKS 
STRONG 
PRESENCE 
AT BRICS+ 
FASHION 
SUMMIT 2025  
Ethiopia’s active participation highlighted the 
nation’s expanding influence in both the fashion 
and creative industries. The Summit provided a 
strategic opportunity for knowledge exchange, 
the formation of key alliances, and identification of 
collaborative opportunities to enhance the global 
reach of African fashion. 

Mahlet Teklemariam noted, “The networks and 
connections made at the BRICS+ Fashion Summit 
could really help create collaborations and boost 
our industries globally.”  The involvement of the 
Ethiopian delegation underscores the importance 
of international engagement in accelerating 
the development of Africa’s fashion ecosystem, 
ensuring its increasing visibility and impact on the 
global stage.

Source: Press Release of event provided by 
Delegation
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TRYST CAFÉ: 
WHERE GOOD 
FOOD AND 
GREAT VIBES 
MEET
Tryst Café and Restaurant is a hidden gem that 
combines great food, stylish ambiance, and 
vibrant energy—especially in the evenings. The 
atmosphere is warm and inviting, with modern 
décor that sets the scene for both casual dining 
and special nights out.

The menu offers a nice variety of well-prepared 
dishes, and their grilled meats and pasta options 
are especially worth trying. Their fresh juice and 
coffee are also excellent—don’t miss the house 
blend espresso.

One of the best parts of Tryst is the live music at 
night. It adds a beautiful, lively touch to the overall 
experience, making it a perfect spot to unwind with 
friends or enjoy a romantic dinner.
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By Rachel Berhane 
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The service is friendly and attentive, and the 
overall vibe is relaxed yet refined. Whether you're 
going for a chill dinner or a fun night with music, 
Tryst delivers on all fronts.

Highly recommended!

Location: Kazanchis, same block as Elily Hotel
Mobile: 0906 084408
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THE GRAND 
FENDIKA – A 
STAGE FOR THE 
STREET IN ADDIS 
ABABA
World renowned Italian architectural firm 
CRA-Carlo Ratti Associati has unveiled the design 
for the Grand Fendika Cultural Center, a new 
civic space in the heart of Addis Ababa, created 
in collaboration with Fendika’s founder, Melaku 
Belay. The project was developed in partnership 
with Fendika’s local and global communities and 
made possible through the financial support 
of TrustAfrica, a Pan African foundation 
headquartered in Dakar, Senegal. The project 
builds on decades of grassroots work to sustain 
indigenous Ethiopian performance traditions in a 
rapidly changing city. Fendika, the last azmari bet of 
its kind in the area, had been revived by Melaku in 
2008 and earned international acclaim. 

The new building remains deliberately open to 
its surroundings. Its design emphasizes porous 
boundaries, allowing music to drift into the street. 
Rather than replacing what already exists, the 
building gives it space to grow, remaining deeply 
connected to its neighborhood and its history.

The new building translates Fendika’s long-standing 
connection to its community into physical form, 
starting from the street. At Fendika, the building 
takes that idea seriously—making the street itself 
part of the performance. A gently sloping stair-
ramp begins at ground level and rises toward a 
rooftop terrace, weaving through performance 
halls, classrooms, rehearsal studios, artist 
residences, archives, a café, and an open-air stage. 
Double-height spaces and interwoven staircases 
link the four levels, allowing visitors to move 
organically between them, always within earshot of 
music or performance.

Fendika has partnered with Hyatt Regency and 
revived their concerts (since losing their original site 
in 2024) and Azmari programs. The municipality of 
Addis Ababa recognized the value of Fendika's work 
and has allowed them to rebuild Fendika on the 
original site. 

Source: CRA-Carlo Ratti Associati
How to contribute to the rebuilding project. https://
fendika.org/support
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SHAKSHUKA   
INGREDIENTS

2 tbsp extra virgin olive oil
1 large onion, chopped
1 to 2 green bell peppers, chopped
2 garlic cloves, minced
1 tsp ground coriander
1 tsp ground cumin
1 tsp paprika
1/4 tsp red pepper flakes (optional, for 
heat)
Salt, to taste
6 medium-sized fresh tomatoes, diced 
(or 1 28-ounce can of whole tomatoes, 
drained and chopped)
1/2 cup tomato sauce (optional, for a 
smoother texture)
6 large eggs

Optional Garnishes:

Fresh parsley, chopped
Fresh mint, chopped
Crumbled feta cheese (optional)

INSTRUCTIONS

1.	 Heat olive oil in a large, heavy 
skillet or pan (with a lid) over 
medium heat.

2.	 Add the chopped onion, bell 
peppers, and minced garlic. 
Season with a pinch of salt.

3.	 Stir in the coriander, cumin, 
paprika, and red pepper flakes (if 
using). Cook for about 5 minutes, 
stirring occasionally, until the 
vegetables are soft and fragrant.

4.	 Add the diced fresh tomatoes 
and tomato sauce (if using). Stir 
everything together, bring to a boil, 
then reduce the heat to low. Let it 
simmer uncovered for 15 minutes, 
stirring occasionally, until the sauce 
has thickened and the flavors meld 
together. 

5.	 Once the sauce is ready, use the 
back of a spoon to create 6 small 
wells in the sauce.

6.	 Crack one egg into each well, being 
careful not to break the yolk. Cover 
the skillet with a lid and let the eggs 
cook over medium-low heat until 
the whites are set, but the yolks 
remain soft and runny (about 6-8 
minutes).

7.	 Once the eggs are done, remove 
from heat. Garnish with chopped 
parsley and mint for a burst of 
freshness and color. If desired, 
sprinkle with crumbled feta cheese 
for extra creaminess.

Serve immediately with your favorite 
bread for dipping (pita, crusty loaf, or 
challah are all excellent choices).
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ZEMENAY: 
CELEBRATING 
EVERY BODY 
WITH PLUS SIZE 
FASHION
Zemenay is Ethiopia's plus size inclusive fashion 
brand, with a commitment to size inclusiveness, 
sustainability, and women’s economic 
empowerment. The brand prioritizes ethical 
production practices, ensuring that their waste is 
repurposed into new products. Their dedication 
to learning about circular design and sustainable 
fashion is a continuous journey, striving to 
minimize environmental impact. Zemenay proudly 
collaborates with   women artisans and youth. 
Their advocacy for size inclusiveness reflects the 
belief that fashion should celebrate every body. 
The brand creates wearable art that is functional, 
versatile and timeless.  

In Ethiopia’s fashion industry, plus-size individuals 
have long been overlooked, until fashion designer 
Betselot Zewge launched Zemenay, the brand 
that is championing bold, body-positive fashion. 
With critical support from the British Council’s 
CreativeDNA programme, including mentorship, 
market insight, international exposure, and 
access to networks, Betselot transformed her 
vision into impact. Through showcases at CANEX 
(IATF2023) in Egypt and Hub of Africa Fashion 
Week, Zemenay gained global recognition, landing 
features in Vogue Italy and Vogue USA, and 
debuting on a UK-based e-commerce platform. 
Next is preparation to open her flagship store in 
Addis Ababa showing that Betselot’s journey is 
proof that with the right support, fashion can be 
more than creative expression; it can be a viable, 
thriving career path in Africa.

Targeted investment in creative entrepreneurship 
not only builds inclusive representation but also 
opens career pathways and empowers youth-
led fashion brands across Africa. Apart from 
being featured in Vogue (Italy), Zemenay has 
participated on different stages both nationally 
and internationally including Hub of Africa fashion 
week for three consecutive years, Berlin fashion 
week’s Neo fashion platform in Germany, Cape 
Town week of fashion and CANEX at Intra African 
trade fair held in Egypt, Cairo.  

Call us: +251911198989  E-mail: zemenayethiopia@
gmail.com
https://zemenay.mitreeki.com/

Source (text and images): British Council (Ethiopia)
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CITY

Addis Ababa, Ethiopia – 25 August 2025 – Hilton 
has announced the opening of DoubleTree by 
Hilton Addis Ababa Airport, marking the debut 
of the DoubleTree by Hilton brand in Ethiopia. 
With its signature warm welcome – the iconic 
chocolate chip cookie – the hotel brings a new 
level of upscale hospitality to the capital.

Located less than a mile from Bole International 
Airport and close to Millennium Hall, the property 
offers both international travelers and local 
guests a convenient and comfortable stay. The 
hotel features 105 stylish guest rooms and 

FIRST 
DOUBLETREE 
BY HILTON IN 
ETHIOPIA OPENS 
ITS DOORS
By Rachel Berhane O
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suites, each blending Ethiopian-inspired design 
with modern amenities, including floor-to-ceiling 
windows, private balconies, and panoramic views 
of the city or airport.

Dining experiences include Semay, a rooftop 
restaurant showcasing international cuisine with 
local influences, and Kokeb, the lobby lounge 
serving coffee, cocktails, and light snacks in a 
relaxed setting.

Guests can enjoy a range of leisure and wellness 
facilities, including a fully equipped fitness 
center, spa, and sauna. For business needs, the 
hotel provides versatile meeting spaces that 
can accommodate between 25 and 100 guests. 
Additional conveniences include an airport 
shuttle service, EV charging stations, and 
complimentary parking.

“It’s a privilege to introduce the DoubleTree by 
Hilton experience to Ethiopia,” said Abere Amsalu, 
General Manager. “Our team is dedicated to 
creating memorable stays and delivering the 
warmth and care that our brand is known 
for – starting from the very first welcome.”

DoubleTree by Hilton Addis Ababa Airport also 
participates in Hilton Honors, Hilton’s award-
winning loyalty program. Members booking directly 
via Hilton channels enjoy exclusive benefits, flexible 
payment options, and access to digital tools 
through the Hilton Honors app.

For reservations and further details, visit the 
DoubleTree by Hilton Addis Ababa Airport website 
or explore more about the brand at 
stories.hilton.com.
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TRAVEL

NABU STRIVES 
TO PROTECT 
AND PROMOTE 
THE KAFFA 
BIOSPHERE 
RESERVE   
Bonga, the capital of the Kaffa Zone, also 
serves as the administrative hub for the South 
West Ethiopia Peoples' Regional State (SWEPRS). 
Its strategic administrative role complements 
its growing importance in tourism and 
sustainable development. 

The goal of ‘The Nature and Biodiversity 
Conservation Union (NABU)’ is to protect Kaffa’s 
Afromontane cloud forests and their unique 
biological diversity. For over a decade, NABU has 
been at the forefront of promoting ecotourism in 
the Kaffa Biosphere. This German organization has 
been cooperating with the Ethiopian government 
as well as with other national and international 
partners since 2006. Numerous projects aim to 
stop deforestation, promote sustainable regional 
development, create new sources of income for 
the local population and raise environmental 
awareness.  These include hotels, local tour 
guides, and coffee houses, with the involvement of 
international tourism advisors. Additionally, NABU 
has facilitated familiarization trips for national 
and international tour operators, supported the 
identification and development of key tourist 
attractions, and promoted the region as a unique 
travel destination.
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The inauguration of the Lewi Resort in Bonga, 
situated at the heart of the Kaffa Biosphere 
Reserve presents a significant opportunity for 
the Kaffa Zone and the broader region to host 
national and international conferences, events, 
and Eco-conscious travelers.  Located in the 
birthplace of Coffee Arabica, the resort enhances 
the region’s capacity to offer world-class 
hospitality in one of Ethiopia’s most ecologically 
and culturally significant landscapes. The 
hotel opening marks a significant milestone in 
enhancing tourism infrastructure in the region. 
This development provides vital support for 
both domestic and international visitors, further 
strengthening the region’s appeal as a premier 
ecotourism destination. 

By visiting the Kaffa Biosphere Reserve, you 
will be making an important contribution to 
conserving this invaluable natural heritage. 
Prepare to discover an exotic travel destination, 
observe rare animal species in their natural 
habitat and learn about centuries-old traditions!

Source: https://www.facebook.com/ComeToKafa
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Animals are part of our lives and their well-
being affects us in various ways; through their 
labour among the working equines; through their 
contribution as farm animals or companionship as 
pets, and even as wildlife tourism attractions. 

However, when animals suffer, our ecosystem 
suffers. Contagious and infectious diseases can 
spread through improper disposal of carcasses 
and unvaccinated populations of stray dogs and 
other animals. Abandoned large animals like 
horses, donkeys and mules can also pose road 
safety threats. That is why Elnet has a One Health 
approach – seeing our living environment as 
one holistic system where one part cannot 
function properly without the other  –  through 
practical action combined with raising awareness 
and advocacy.

The large number of abandoned equines, horses, 
donkeys and mules, face the likelihood of spending 
their final years abandoned on the road side, having 
to fend for their own survival by eating scraps, 
finding grass and water on their own and having no 
one to care for them when they get sick or injured. 

At Elnet Foundation, we are determined to bring 
a change by introducing a state-of-the-art mobile 
veterinary clinic. The mobile veterinary clinic will 
provide free services to abandoned equines, whilst 
providing both clinical services, as well as training 
and awareness to equine owners. 

By working closely with the Directorate of Animal 
Health of the Ministry of Agriculture, our ambition 
is to see this becoming institutionalized in the long 
run. Our MVC travels to where help is needed most, 
offering on-site treatment, health checks, and owner 
education to promote long-term equine welfare.

ELNET FOUNDATION VET LINES
+251969777711
+251969666611
https://www.elnetfoundation.com/ and on Facebook

ELNET 
FOUNDATION 
MOBILE 
VETERINARY 
CLINIC  
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Oktoberfest  
@Hilton  

Let’s party - again! 
 

October 10 to 12, 2025 
Party - Friday & Saturday 
Family Brunch - Sunday

Please scan the QR code for details. 
 

Reservations: OktoberfestHilton@gmail.com 
Call / WhatsApp / Telegram: 0943 583053

live music ∙ decorated tent 
authentic food ∙ unlimited beer 

 
ETB 4,995  

per ticket / day* 
 

price includes:  
unlimited beer, water  
& softs + food buffet 

 

*special offers for 
groups
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Experience 
Business Class
Flying from Addis Ababa to Dubai is now 
even more convenient with two daily flights. 

Enjoy an elevated travel experience in the 
comfort of our lie-flat seat in Business 
Class, where we ensure you arrive ready and 
refreshed for your day ahead.

Book your flight today, visit flydubai.com 




