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Welcome to the July issue.
Congratulations to Nathaniel Getenew Zeleke who 
has gained international recognition after winning 
first place in the Amazon Web Services (AWS) AIdeas 
competition, competing against more than 10,000 
participants worldwide.

As Addis Ababa evolves into a smart city, mobile buses 
are becoming a symbol of a future where services 
move with the people; read all about it this month.

At the heart of Ethiopia’s growing contemporary art 
scene is Nebat Yousuf, the founder of The Wave Art 
& Designs; read all about this rising creative talent! 
In Fifty Shades of Wanderlust for an African Soul, 
Ethiopian traveler and author Abduselam Ademnur 
shares his remarkable journey across more than 50 
countries and three continents, celebrating travel from 
an African perspective.

We celebrate the creativity and entrepreneurial spirit 
of inspiring Ethiopians and are pleased to profile 
them as well as plenty of other interesting and useful 
information.

Team What’s Out 
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FEATURE STORY

In a world where digital culture often moves faster 
than history can be remembered, Yatreda has 
emerged as one of Ethiopia’s most original and 
globally recognized contemporary art collectives. 
founded by Kiya Tadele and her family, Yatreda 
is not simply an art brand — it is a movement 
dedicated to preserving, reimagining, and 
celebrating Ethiopian identity through modern visual 
storytelling. 

What makes Yatreda truly unique is the way it 
blends Ethiopia’s ancient history with futuristic 
artistic expression. While many fashion and art 
brands focus only on aesthetics, Yatreda transforms 
cultural heritage into cinematic visual experiences. 
Their work combines photography, motion portraits, 
historical costume design, and digital art to create 
immersive stories inspired by Ethiopian kings, 
queens, warriors, hairstyles, and traditions. 

One of the collective’s most celebrated projects, 
Kingdoms of Ethiopia, brought historical Ethiopian 
figures to life through motion portraiture. Instead 
of presenting history as something distant or static, 
Yatreda made it feel alive, emotional, and modern. 
Their visual language is deeply rooted in Ethiopian 
culture, yet it speaks to a global audience in a 
contemporary way. 

Another element that distinguishes Yatreda 
is authenticity. The collective invests heavily in 
historical research, costume creation, traditional 
symbolism, and Ethiopian storytelling. Every detail 
— from hairstyles and jewelry to fabric and posture 
— is carefully designed to honor Ethiopian heritage 
with accuracy and artistic dignity. 

YATREDA : ያጥሬዳ

By Rachel Berhane Araya
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REDEFINING ETHIOPIAN 
CULTURE THROUGH 
CONTEMPORARY ART
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Yatreda also stands out because it challenges 
the way Africa is represented in global media. 
Rather than relying on stereotypes or outside 
interpretations, the collective tells Ethiopian 
stories from an Ethiopian perspective. Their work 
celebrates African beauty, strength, spirituality, 
and identity with pride and sophistication. This 
has earned them international recognition from 
publications including Vogue, OkayAfrica, and 
other global art platforms. 

The collective’s artistic style is also unique 
because it combines nostalgia with innovation. 
Their motion portraits feel timeless — inspired by 
Ethiopia’s past while embracing digital technology 
and modern artistic formats. By entering the 
digital art space early, Yatreda created a new 
platform for African cultural preservation in the 
digital age. 

Beyond art, Yatreda represents cultural 
empowerment. The group encourages young 
Ethiopian creatives to value their own stories, 
traditions, and artistic voices. Their success 
proves that local heritage can become globally 
influential when presented with originality, vision, 
and confidence. 

In many ways, Yatreda is more than a creative 
collective — it is a visual archive of Ethiopian 
identity, a bridge between generations, and a 
bold example of how African art can shape the 
future while honoring the past.

Instagram: @bosslady_tenu
Twitter/X: @yatreda



PEOPLE

24-YEAR-OLD 
ETHIOPIAN 
ENGINEER 
MAKES GLOBAL 
IMPACT WITH 
OFFLINE AI 
EDUCATION 
SYSTEM

Nathaniel Getenew Zeleke has gained 
international recognition after winning first place 
in the Amazon Web Services (AWS) AIdeas 
competition, competing against more than 10,000 
participants worldwide.
 
His award-winning project, “Ivy,” is an offline AI-
powered educational system designed for mobile 
phones. Unlike most digital learning platforms, Ivy 
works without internet access, making it especially 
useful for students in low-connectivity and 
underserved areas.

Created as an AI tutor, the system provides 
educational support, learning guidance, and 
resources directly through mobile devices. The 
innovation has been praised for helping bridge the 
digital divide and improving access to education 
across Africa.
 
Nathaniel’s achievement not only highlights the 
power of locally driven innovation but also shines 
a spotlight on Ethiopia’s growing presence in the 
global technology sector.

Sources: Ivy AIdeas Finalist – AWS Builder Center
https://www.instagram.com/p/DX4516GAr5R/
https://www.instagram.com/habesha__
diaspora_/
https://www.instagram.com/snap254/
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CITY

MOBILE BUSES 
IN ADDIS ABABA: 
THE FUTURE 
OF ON-THE-GO 
SERVICES
In Addis Ababa, mobile buses are emerging as 
an innovative way of delivering public and private 
services directly to communities. These specially 
equipped vehicles function as moving service 
centers, bringing essential services closer to people 
and reducing the need to travel long distances to 
fixed offices.

One of the most notable developments is the 
introduction of smart mobile buses that serve 
as government service hubs. Recent initiatives in 
Addis Ababa include electric buses designed as 
“mobile one-stop centers,” offering services such 
as documentation, digital ID processing, and citizen 
support in both high-traffic and underserved areas.

Beyond government services, mobile buses are 
also expanding into healthcare and community 
outreach. Mobile clinic models have long been 
used to provide medical care in areas with limited 
access, acting as “doctor’s offices on the move” for 
vulnerable communities.

These innovations align with Ethiopia’s broader shift 
toward clean energy and electric mobility, supporting 
national goals for sustainability and reduced 
emissions. Electric bus systems are increasingly 
part of Addis Ababa’s urban modernization efforts, 
helping to power mobile services more efficiently 
while reducing environmental impact.

The rise of mobile buses represents more than 
transport innovation—it reflects a new urban strategy 
focused on accessibility, efficiency, and inclusion. 
Whether used for government services, healthcare, 
or community engagement, these mobile units are 
reshaping how services reach people in Ethiopia’s 
growing capital.

As Addis Ababa evolves into a smart city, 
mobile buses are becoming a symbol of a future 
where services move with the people, not the 
other way around.

Source: Ethiopian News Agency (ENA)
ENA / Addis Ababa City Administration
ENA Government Reform Report
ENA Transport Report
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RECIPE

FOR THE RAINY 
SEASON: OLIVE 
OIL FRIED EGGS 
WITH YOGURT & 
LEMON

SERVES		  1, BUT EASILY MULTIPLIED
PREP TIME		  10 MINUTES
COOK TIME		  5 MINUTES

When was the last time you got a brand new 
egg routine? Not just an experiment, but an egg 
delivery method that was truly quick, repeatable, 
and satisfying enough to make it into the rotation 
(and displace the regulars)? This is your moment! 
Memorize this recipe, and it will reshape your 
morning, or night, or right now. 

INGREDIENTS
1/4 cup (60ml) plain yogurt (Greek or not, your 
choice)
1/2 lemon
Kosher salt or normal salt
Freshly ground black pepper
2 tablespoons extra-virgin olive oil
2 eggs
1 tablespoon roughly chopped leafy fresh herbs, 
such as basil, dill, chervil, chives, and/or parsley
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DIRECTIONS

Step 1
In a small bowl, combine the yogurt and a big squeeze 
of juice from the lemon half (don’t discard the lemon 
half) and whisk together. Season to taste with salt and 
pepper, and adjust the lemon to taste, too. Scrape the 
mixture onto a plate and spread and swoop it so the 
yogurt covers most of the plate.

Step 2
In a nonstick skillet over medium high heat, warm the 
olive oil. Crack the eggs into the pan and sprinkle each 
egg with a bit of salt and pepper. Sprinkle a few drops 
of water (less than a teaspoon) into the skillet, being 
sure to let the water hit the bottom of the pan and not 
the eggs, and immediately, carefully cover the pan with 
a lid or the bottom of another wide, lightweight pan.

Step 3
Let the eggs cook until the whites are cooked through 
but the yolks are still a bit wobbly, just a minute or two. 
Transfer the eggs to the prepared plate, setting them 
on top of the yogurt, then pour the remaining olive oil 
from the pan over the top. Squeeze whatever juice 
remains in the lemon half and scatter over the herbs. 
Serve immediately.



ART�

At the heart of Ethiopia’s growing contemporary 
art scene is a rising creative talent, Nebat Yousuf, 
the founder of The Wave Art & Designs. Nebat 
was born and raised in Addis Ababa and has built 
her artistic journey through passion, creativity, 
and determination. With a Bachelor’s Degree in 
Architecture and a Master’s Degree in Business 
Leadership, she combines artistic vision with 
professional discipline, creating works that are 
both meaningful and visually captivating.

From an early age, Nebat showed a deep love 
for handmade art and crafts. What began as 
painting on traditional clay pots gradually 
evolved into creating abstract artwork on canvas. 
Today, she continues to express her creativity 
through both mediums, developing a unique 
artistic style that blends modern design with 
cultural inspiration.

THE CREATIVE 
JOURNEY OF 
NEBAT YOUSUF 
AND THE WAVE 
ART & DESIGNS
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The Wave Art & Designs has become known 
for its originality and strong visual identity. 
Through paintings, custom art pieces, and creative 
design concepts, Nebat transforms ideas into 
expressive works filled with color, emotion, and 
character. Her work reflects not only artistic 
talent, but also a strong understanding of 
storytelling through design.

One of the defining qualities of The Wave Art 
& Designs is its ability to merge contemporary 
artistic trends with Ethiopian influence. Each piece 
carries authenticity and individuality, making the 
brand stand out within the local creative industry.

Beyond her talent as an artist, Nebat is also an 
ambitious entrepreneur with a vision for the 
future. She hopes to establish a creative studio 
that will include canvas art, clay pot art, and 
an architectural design space. As Ethiopia’s 
creative industry continues to expand, The Wave 
Art & Designs is emerging as a promising name 
representing innovation, passion, and the next 
generation of Ethiopian artistry.

Instagram · thewave_arts



CULTURE

GALANI AMONG 
THE 100 BEST 
COFFEE SHOPS 
IN THE WORLD
by Heleanna Georgalis 

There are countless numbers of wonderful coffee 
shops around the world with beautifully curated 
menus and interiors. Such places have been 
special to us on our coffee journey, as we learned 
from them, and applied the knowledge gained.
 
When we started Galani in 2014, the original idea 
was for people to just walk in, have a good cup 
of coffee, learn something about what makes it 
special and walk out.
 
We were not prepared for the demands of 
retail and roasting, so the journey was an uphill 
experience. Galani Coffee and our coffee carrier 
(our little donkey), took shape finally around the 
idea that, as Ethiopia produces among the best 
coffees in the world, it should be able to showcase 
them to the resident public too. Our food is simple 
but full of flavors evoking Ethiopia and the Levant. 
Quality and freshness are not negotiable and 
everything must combine well with a coffee.

The ”100 Best Coffee Shops Award” was initiated 
in Spain, with independent judges evaluating 
different coffee shops across the world. In 2026, 
they received 15,000 candidates, with Galani 
among them.

To be selected among the 100 best coffee shops in 
the world, twice in a row, and being placed among 
the coffee shops we so admired, was an incredible 
surprise and honor. An ode to Ethiopia and its 
beautiful coffees as well as an ode to our efforts.
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THE FLAGSHIP CAFE

THE NEIGHBOURHOOD 
CAFE

CAFFÈ AND FOOD

A good coffee with friends, an
ample garden to chill and enjoy.
Located in Jacros, open on  
Tuesday to Sunday from 8am to
7pm.
Contact Us: +251 90 505 5565

Our Neighbourhood Joint.
Healthy Juices, Snacks and Ice
Cream of course!
Located in Lebu Gara Mart,
open everyday from 8am to
8pm.
Contact Us: +251 94 129 0634

GALANI, JACROS

GALANI, LEBU

GALANI, CHURCHILL

GELATO AND CAFFÈ

GALANI, COFFEE PARK

THE LIBRARY CAFÉ

GALANI, ENTOTO

Pizza, Pasta and a Soft Serve
Ice Cream in the Downtown
area
Located in Churchill next to
MiNT,  open everyday from
8am to 7pm.
Contact Us: +251 95 677 7776

Your go to place for Ice
Cream, and a light lunch,
overseeing the River.
Located in the Coffee Park 70
Dereja, open everyday from
8am to 8pm.
Contact Us: +251 96 714 6194

A scenic library café, where
coffee meets quiet moments
and good reads. 
Located at the Zoma Village
in Entoto Park, open Saturday
and Sunday 8am to 5pm.
Contact Us: +251 96 714 6194

EXPLORE MORE

JUST THE RIGHT KICK



PEOPLE

Ethiopian news reporter Abel Birhanu who has 
gained popularity on his self-titled YouTube 
channel has accumulated more than 2 million 
subscribers and over 290 million views. He 
posts commentary on current events, focusing 
especially on news in Ethiopia.  He launched his 
YouTube channel in August 2018.

Coming from his hometown, Alem Gena, to 
standing on a global stage representing his 
country, he reflects that it has been an incredible 
journey.  At the prestigious Africa Golden Awards 
2026 in Nairobi held recently, he expressed 
his gratitude for the award on his social media 
channels, noting his journey from using a simple 
phone camera to gaining continental recognition.

When Abel started out, all he had was a vision 
to see the world and a passion to share stories 
with an audience. “To see those small efforts 
blessed by the Almighty and recognized by my 
own continent, Africa, is a joy I can’t quite put 
into words.” said Abel.  In his grateful acceptance 
speech he acknowledged that the award isn't just 
his, that it belongs to all of his followers and to all 
of his supporters and those who cheered him on 
from the sidelines. 

Source: The African Timed (Facebook) 
https://www.tiktok.com/@abelbirhanu
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC3bE

ETHIOPIAN 
WINS AFRICAN 
TRAVEL 
INFLUENCER 
OF THE YEAR 
AWARD
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BOOK

In Fifty Shades of Wanderlust for an 
African Soul, Ethiopian traveler and 
author Abduselam Ademnur shares 
his remarkable journey across more 
than 50 countries and three continents, 
celebrating travel from an African 
perspective. The book reflects his 
passion for exploration and challenges 
stereotypes surrounding African travelers.
 
Inspired by his late father, a fearless truck 
driver who believed travel could conquer 
fear, Abduselam inherited old passports 
and travel records that motivated him to 
see the world for himself. Despite traveling 
with what he describes as a “weak” 
Ethiopian passport, he has now visited 
over 85 countries.
 
His journey began in 2011 while studying 
architecture, traveling across Ethiopia 
to cities such as Hawassa, Gondar, and 
Harar. Later, his adventures expanded 
internationally, from exhibiting Ethiopian 
cultural photography in India to riding 
the iron ore train in Mauritania and 
snowmobiling across glaciers in Iceland.
 
Today, Abduselam also serves as 
Honorary Consul of Iceland in Ethiopia. 
Through his writing, he hopes to redefine 
the image of African travelers and 
proudly declares: 
“I am from Africa and I am a tourist.”
 
W

BOOK: FIFTY 
SHADES OF 
WANDERLUST 
FOR AN 
AFRICAN 
SOUL
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CULTURE

In Ethiopia, hair is more than aesthetics—it 
conveys ethnic identity, age, social status, and 
sometimes marital status. Each ethnic group has 
unique hairstyles shaped by centuries of tradition, 
creativity, and symbolism although the day-to-
day style is often two simple braids, or cut short. 
The following is a broad analysis of the different 
styles found around the country although there 
are many more intricacies especially among the 
Harari, Afar, and Somali groups.

Northern Ethiopia (Tigray & Amhara)
Shuruba styles here often include elaborate 
braiding and threading.
Women sometimes use butter, ochre, or natural 
oils to style and maintain their hair.
Common patterns include thin braids arranged in 
geometric designs, often extending from the crown 
down to the back of the head.
Married women may wear more intricate, time-
intensive styles, while younger girls often have 
simpler braids or cornrows.
In Gojjam, the most common hairstyle is clean cut.

SHURUBA: 
ETHIOPIA’S 
CULTURAL 
HAIRSTYLES
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Oromo hairstyles are highly symbolic and vary 
between clans.
Shuruba can include twists, coils, or top-knots, 
sometimes adorned with beads, feathers, or 
cowrie shells.
During ceremonies like weddings or coming-of-
age rituals, hairstyles communicate status, age, or 
readiness for marriage.

25



Southern Ethiopia (Gurage, Sidama, Hadiya)

Hair is often braided into thick plaits or wrapped 
around the head in circular patterns.
Decorations such as metal rings, beads, and colorful 
threads are common.
Among some groups, women’s hairstyles signal social 
hierarchy within the community.

Omo Valley Tribes (Hamar, Mursi, Karo)

Hairstyles are elaborate and artistic, often combined 
with body painting or scarification.
Hamar women, for instance, coat their hair with red 
ochre mixed with butter, creating a striking orange-
red appearance.
Men may wear braided or shaved patterns to 
indicate warrior status or tribal affiliation.

Cultural Significance

•	 Identity & pride: Hairstyles act as visual markers 
of ethnicity and personal style.

•	 Rites of passage: Certain styles mark adulthood, 
marriage, or social milestones.

•	 Protection & care: Oils and butter used in styling 
also nourish hair in Ethiopia’s varied climates.

Sources: https://lookosm.com/traditional-ethiopian-
hairstyles/?utm_source=chatgpt.com

https://ethiopianbusinessreview.net/returning-to-
roots/?utm_source=chatgpt.com

https://afroculture.net/ethiopian-braids-beauty-of-
ethiopia/?utm_source=chatgpt.com

https://neemwoodcomb.in/blog/ethiopian-fashion-
hairstyle/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://en.sewasew.com/p/hairstyles?utm_
source=chatgpt.com

https://zagolethiopiatours.com/culture.html?utm_
source=chatgpt.com

https://www.architectrussell.com/hamar-tribe-omo-
valley-ethiopia/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
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SPACE FOREvery  Event
M e e t .  C o n n e c t .  C e l e b r a t e .

From corporate  ga ther ings  to  un forget tab le  
ce lebrat ions,  our  ha l l  o�ers  the  per f ec t  

se t t ing  for  ever y  occas ion .

r a diss onhote ls .com / b lu

+251 115 15 76 00



FILM

BEZA HAILU 
LEMMA: A 
RISING VOICE 
IN ETHIOPIAN 
CINEMA
Beza Hailu Lemma is one of the most promising 
voices in contemporary Ethiopian cinema. Based 
in Addis Ababa, he has earned international 
recognition for his unique storytelling style, 
which blends documentary realism with spiritual, 
cultural, and philosophical themes deeply rooted 
in Ethiopian society. Although he graduated 
from Addis Ababa University in Mechanical 
and Industrial Engineering, his passion for film 
led him toward a creative career in directing, 
screenwriting, and producing.

Beza first gained attention through his short films 
such as Ballad of the Spirits and Adey Abeba, 
works that explored themes of faith, identity, 
memory, and tradition. His storytelling often 
reflects the tension between modern urban 
life and Ethiopia’s ancient religious and cultural 
practices. Through visually poetic filmmaking, 
he captures emotions and social realities that 
resonate both locally and internationally.

In 2024, Ethiopian filmmaker Beza Hailu Lemma 
wrote and directed the short film Alazar, 
which premiered at the Cannes Film Festival 
and later screened at nearly 40 film festivals 
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PEOPLE

ALAZAR

around the world. The film received more than 12 
international awards, including the Silver Stallion for 
Short Film at FESPACO and the Silver Yusr at the Red 
Sea International Film Festival. Beyond his filmmaking 
achievements, Beza is also the co-founder and creative 
director of Videobet, an Addis Ababa–based cinema and 
film center committed to supporting independent and 
artistic filmmaking in Ethiopia.

Beyond filmmaking, Beza Hailu Lemma has participated 
in prestigious global programs 
such as Berlinale Talents, TIFF Filmmakers Lab, and 
Cannes’ L’Atelier, establishing himself as a leading figure 
among the new generation of African filmmakers.

30



BOOK REVIEW

PEOPLE

Kibret Abebe, President of Social Enterprise 
Ethiopia and Founder & CEO of Tebita Ambulance, 
has been awarded the 2026 Charles Schwab 
Foundation Award for Social Entrepreneurship, 
joining 21 global innovators recognized for creating 
impactful and sustainable social change.
 
A nurse anaesthetist by profession, Kibret’s 
journey into social entrepreneurship began 
while working in one of Addis Ababa’s largest 
hospitals, where he frequently witnessed 
traffic accident victims arriving without proper 
emergency medical support. Ethiopia lacked 
sufficient ambulance services, leaving many 
patients without urgent pre-hospital care. After 
visiting London and observing the effectiveness 
of professional ambulance systems, Kibret 
returned home determined to create change. 
He sold his house to finance the initiative and 
secured Ethiopia’s first licence for an independent 
ambulance service.
 
Founded by Kibret, Tebita Ambulance has become 
a pioneer in emergency medical response, 
providing 24-hour ambulance services in Addis 
Ababa, nationwide evacuation services, remote 
medical assistance for multinational companies, 
and certified first aid and health safety training. 
The company has played a major role in 
strengthening Ethiopia’s emergency healthcare 
infrastructure and saving countless lives.
 
Kibret’s achievement places Ethiopian social 
innovation on the global stage, proving that 
business success and social impact can work 
together to build a better future.

SOURCE: 
www.tebitaambulance.com 
https://www.schwabfound.org/2026-awardees
“Dial 8035 to Save a Life” 

AWARD 
WINNING 
TRAILBLAZER
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BOOK REVIEW

CITY

“Third spaces” or places other than home to 
unwind and have meaningful conversations 
become essential as nowadays, human 
connection is scarce. 
	
Videobet is such a “Third space”. It is an arthouse 
cinema and film center based in Addis Ababa 
around Meskel square, on the first floor of the Red 
Terror Martyr’s Museum.

In an interview with the co-founder of Videobet, 
Bandamlak Yimenu, he explained that he and his 
co-founder initially established it as a film club but 
by popular demand upgraded it to a cinema that 
screens older films, mainly African led films and 
other international classics.

Videobet is “a place to commune with other like-
minded people and a place to inspire.”  This is 
reflected in the post-movie discussions and Q&As 
they host, enabling the audience to exchange 
thoughts and form more ideas beyond the films.

Bandamlak stated that they intend to have more 
free screenings in addition to the discounts they 
already have for students. By making it more 
accessible to a wider range of people, it builds 
up an opinionated audience, generally creating a 
space for people of all backgrounds.

CONTACTS:
Telegram: https://t.me/videobet_et

ARE THIRD 
SPACES THE 
NEW YOUTH 
HUBS ?
BUILDING COMMUNITIES AND 
FOSTERING CULTURAL LITERACY 
AMONG THE YOUTH

By Naomi Mekonnen
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FOOD

The Original Teff-ly, the world’s first plant-based 
milk made from teff, was launched recently at the 
Ethiopian Embassy in London, bringing together  
guests from the business community, the media, 
vegan sector, and social media influencers. The 
event introduced Ethiopia’s heritage grain to global 
audiences amid growing demand for plant-based 
and sustainable food alternatives.

H.E. Ambassador Biruk Mekonnen opened the event 
by welcoming attendees and highlighting Teff’s 
central role in Ethiopian culture and daily life, while 
underscoring its relevance to global discussions on 
nutrition, sustainability, and climate-resilient food 
systems. He framed the launch as a meeting point 
between ancient heritage and modern innovation.

The founders of The Original Teff-ly presented 
the company’s vision to establish a new category 
in the global plant-based milk market while ensuring 
teff’s value and identity remain linked to Ethiopia. 
While the product is currently manufactured in 
the United Kingdom to meet international 
standards, plans were outlined to shift production 
to Ethiopia, supporting farmers, job creation, and 
higher-value exports. According to the founder Mr. 
Yosef Berhane, this product is not only good for 
health, he has a big plan to support the farmers 
and create job opportunities by transferring the 
product to Ethiopia.

Yoseph Brhane, a proud son of Ethiopia, grew up 
savouring the unique taste of Teff, recognising its 
nutritional benefits. Meanwhile, Karmen Gadi, a 
dedicated nurse from the Philippines and advocate 
for plant-based living, sought innovative and 
sustainable nourishment. Their paths converged 
through Teff-ly, a brand that embodies their shared 
vision of harnessing the power of Teff.

https://www.theoriginalteffly.com/home
info@theoriginalteffly.com

INTRODUCING 
TEFF-LY!
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PLANTS

A delegation from Embassy of Ethiopia in London 
visited Millennium Seed Bank of Kew Gardens to 
explore cooperation in biodiversity conservation 
and seed banking. The Millennium Seed Bank, 
managed by Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew, is the 
world’s largest wild plant seed conservation 
facility, safeguarding over 2.5 billion seeds 
representing more than 40,000 species.
 
Discussions emphasized the importance of 
seed banking for climate resilience, ecosystem 
restoration, and long-term protection of plant 
diversity. The Ethiopian delegation highlighted 
Ethiopia’s rich biodiversity and its role as a major 
center of origin for many plant species of global 
importance.
 
The delegation toured the facility, observing seed 
collection, testing, drying, and storage processes. 
Both sides agreed on strengthening collaboration 
through capacity building, scientific exchange, 
and joint research aligned with Ethiopia’s 
conservation priorities.
 
Ethiopia’s flora includes about 6,000 plant 
species with roughly 10% endemism. However, 
most of the estimated 600 endemic species are 
not yet secured in ex situ collections, highlighting 
an urgent conservation gap.
 
This effort will involve the National Herbarium 
of Ethiopia at Addis Ababa University and the 
Ethiopian Biodiversity Institute seed bank in Addis 
Ababa. Planned initiatives include seed collection, 
data management, herbarium digitization, and 
training in seed conservation techniques.
 
Both institutions expressed commitment to 
strengthening long-term partnerships that 
enhance scientific capacity, protect threatened 
species, and support Ethiopia’s contribution to 
global biodiversity conservation and climate 
adaptation efforts over the coming years ahead 
together effectively.

Source: Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew and 
Embassy of Ethiopia London (Facebook)
https://brahmsonline.kew.org/msbp/Where/
Africa

CONSERVING THE 
ENDEMIC FLORA 
OF ETHIOPIA 
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Experience 
Business Class
Flying from Addis Ababa to Dubai is now 
even more convenient with two daily flights. 

Enjoy an elevated travel experience in the 
comfort of our lie-flat seat in Business 
Class, where we ensure you arrive ready and 
refreshed for your day ahead.

Book your flight today, visit flydubai.com 




