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Ashenda is the colorful and exuberant annual festival 
celebrated by Tigrayan girls and women with songs, 
dances and wearing of stunning traditional dresses - 
our cover image captures the beauty of this festival.
Read about Wild Coffee which is certified coffee from 
the Bale Mountains aiming to enhance sustainability of 
organic wild harvested forest coffee.
Genfo, much loved by Ethiopians globally, can be an 
acquired taste if you eat it for the first time but it is 
highly nutritious so why not give our recipe a try!
Creative artist Yordi who paints vibrant designs on 
home accessories from trays to boxes and pottery 
which accentuate a home beautifully and she also 
takes custom orders.
Congratulations to Ethiopian students for delivering 
an outstanding performance competing at an 
international Robotics Championship!
Just a few samples of articles this edition!

Team What’s Out
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FEATURE STORY

Every year, the highlands of Tigray come alive 
with music, color, and celebration during Ashenda 
— one of Ethiopia’s most vibrant cultural festivals. 
Celebrated mainly by girls and young women, 
Ashenda takes place after the Filseta fasting 
season in the Ethiopian Orthodox Tewahedo 
Church tradition.

The word “Ashenda” comes from a tall green 
grass that grows during the rainy season. Girls 
decorate themselves with this grass, symbolizing 
freshness, renewal, beauty, and growth. Dressed 
in stunning traditional white dresses embroidered 
with colorful patterns, they gather in groups 
to sing, dance, and move from house to house 
spreading joy and blessings.

More than a festival, Ashenda is a powerful 
expression of identity and freedom. For a few 
days, girls take center stage as their voices, 
creativity, and confidence are celebrated openly. 

ASHENDA: 
THE FESTIVAL 
OF BEAUTY, 
FREEDOM, 
AND 
SISTERHOOD
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Traditional songs preserve history, while 
dances and fashion showcase the richness of 
Tigrayan culture.

Families and communities warmly welcome 
the celebrations with food, gifts, and blessings, 
strengthening bonds between generations 
and neighbors. The festival also highlights the 
importance of unity, resilience, and cultural pride.
In recent years, Ashenda has gained international 
attention for its colorful traditions and 
empowering spirit. Yet beyond the beauty lies a 
deeper meaning: the celebration of womanhood, 
community, and hope.

Like the green ashenda grass that blooms after 
the rain, the festival represents life, renewal, and 
the enduring spirit of the people of Tigray.

SOURCES

•	 Africanews – Ashenda: Ethiopia’s uniquely 
female festival 

•	 Ethiopian News Agency – Ashenda: Ethiopia’s 
Multihued Intangible Heritage 

•	 Tigray Community Association – What is 
Ashenda? 

•	 Wikipedia – Ashenda 
•	 ResearchGate – The Art, Aesthetics and 

Gender Significance of Ashenda Girls’ Festival 
in Tigray 



SHOPPING

BALE 
MOUNTAINS 
WILD COFFEE

Danida Green Business Partnerships 
have funded the project “Bale Wild 
- Market Development for Organic 
Wild Certified Forest Coffee”, which 
has resulted in the first bags of Bale 
Mountains Wild Coffee now being 
exported to European markets.

Congratulations to the project partners: Original 
Food Germany, Original Food Switzerland, Burka 
Yadot Farmers’ Cooperative Union, Garen Bale 
Participatory Forest Management Union, and 
Caritas Switzerland. The project aims to enhance 
sustainability across the value chain of organically 
wild-harvested forest coffee, while increasing 
smallholder farmers’ incomes by connecting 
them with foreign consumers seeking 
deforestation-free coffee.

With access to international markets, the 
involved Ethiopian smallholder farmers now 
benefit from improved income opportunities 
and stronger incentives to conserve the unique 
forest ecosystems of the Bale Mountains. Danida 
Green Business Partnerships is a challenge 
fund supporting market-driven green transition 
and inclusive economic growth in developing 
countries. The fund prioritises climate action and 
environmental protection, with at least 80% of its 
financing dedicated to climate and environmental 
objectives through market-driven solutions.

Source and Photo Credit: Caritas Switzerland
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CITY

POWERING A 
NEW ERA OF 
TECH-ENABLED 
DELIVERY IN 
ETHIOPIA

Garri Logistics is emerging as a forward-thinking 
logistics company focused on transforming how 
goods move across Ethiopia through technology, 
efficiency, and reliability. In a fast-growing 
economy where timely delivery and supply chain 
transparency are becoming increasingly important, 
Garri Logistics positions itself as a modern solution 
built for today’s digital commerce environment.

At its core, the company integrates technology 
into traditional logistics operations. Through smart 
routing systems, real-time tracking, and data-driven 
dispatching, Garri Logistics aims to reduce delivery 
delays and improve coordination between senders, 
drivers, and customers. This tech-enabled approach 
not only increases speed but also enhances visibility 
across the entire delivery chain.

One of the company’s key strengths is its expanding 
coverage network, reaching hundreds of urban and 
semi-urban areas. This wide operational footprint 
helps businesses—especially small and medium 
enterprises—access reliable distribution channels 
without the usual logistical barriers.

Garri Logistics also emphasizes customer 
experience. From user-friendly digital platforms 
to responsive support systems, the company 
is building a service model centered on trust, 
transparency, and accountability.

As Ethiopia’s e-commerce and retail sectors 
continue to grow, logistics providers like Garri are 
becoming essential infrastructure. By combining 
technology with practical delivery solutions, Garri 
Logistics is contributing to a more connected, 
efficient, and accessible marketplace for businesses 
and consumers alike.

Source: Garri Logistics company profile, official 
website, and corporate communications 8



RECIPE

GENFO 

INGREDIENTS:

•	 1 cup wheat flour

•	 1 cup barley flour

•	 1–2 cups water (as needed)

•	 Salt to taste

•	 4 tbsp kibbeh (clarified butter)

•	 1 tbsp berbere

•	 Yogurt or sour cream (optional) 

METHOD:

Sift wheat and barley flour together.
 
Dry roast the flour in a pan over low heat, stirring 
often until it smells nutty.
 
Boil 1–2 cups of water in a pot.
 
Add salt and 1 tsp kibbeh.
 
Slowly add the roasted flour while stirring 
continuously to avoid lumps.
 
Keep stirring and mash the mixture against the 
sides of the pot until it becomes thick and smooth. 

Add a little water if needed.
 
Once it becomes very thick, transfer it into a bowl 
greased with kibbeh. 
Shape it into a round form.
 
Make a small hole in the center. Add melted kibbeh 
and berbere, then mix lightly inside the center.
 
Add yogurt or sour cream around the edges if 
desired.
 
Serve warm and enjoy—traditionally eaten with 
hands or a spoon, sharing from the center.
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FOOD

A DELIGHTFUL 
LUNCH 
EXPERIENCE AT 
TAZA GREENS
Recently, I had the pleasure of visiting Taza 
Greens for lunch after being invited by my cousin 
Sami Kebede. I also went together with my friend 
Dename Debero, and from the moment we 
arrived, the experience was warm and memorable. 
We were welcomed with their famous butterfly 
pea flower tea that magically changed into 
red-purple once honey was added. The drink 
had a unique flavor that slightly reminded me of 
traditional Ethiopian areke local alcohol, making it 
both exciting and refreshing.

For lunch, we enjoyed a delicious variety of 
Ethiopian dishes. The Key Sega Wet (red spicy 
meat stew) was rich, flavorful, and perfectly 
seasoned. The Alecha Sega Wet (yellow meat 
stew) was mild yet very tasty, while the Kuanta 
Firfir prepared with dried meat stew mixed with 
injera was absolutely satisfying and authentic. 
Every dish was carefully prepared and beautifully 
presented.

What made the experience even more special was 
the hospitality of the owner, Menen, who treated 
customers with kindness and professionalism. The 
waiters were also attentive, friendly, and made 
us feel comfortable throughout our visit. The 
atmosphere of the restaurant was relaxing and 
welcoming, making it a perfect place for lunch with 
friends and family.

Although we visited during lunchtime, I also heard 
that their breakfast is one of the best experiences 
to try in Addis Ababa. Overall, the experience was 
excellent, and I highly recommend Taza Greens to 
anyone looking for quality Ethiopian food, healthy 
dining, and outstanding service. 

By Rachel Berhane Araya

Location: Addis Ababa, Ethiopia
Phone: 0930195910
Email: tazagreens.et@gmail.com
Website: Taza Greens Official Website
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FASHION

ONE STITCH 
AT A TIME

In a world racing toward automation, Kirubel 
Alebachew chooses to slow it down. The 
Ethiopian designer behind the brand DRIቶ, a 
name that speaks to rebirth, bringing something 
once disregarded back to life, is a self-taught 
bag designer grounded in the discipline of 
‘making by hand’. 

Just under two years in, he’s built something 
worth noticing. Every bag is hand-stitched, a 
process that demands patience and precision. 
It’s not about speed. It’s about care. Every stitch 
matters, every detail is deliberate. 

His designs come from everyday Ethiopian life, 
its rhythms, colors, and practicality. Nothing 
feels forced. The balance between function and 
form is clean and considered. Bags that feel like 
yours before you even pick them up. 

What sets DRIቶ apart is honesty. Kirubel 
didn’t train for this. He learned by doing, 
repeating, getting it wrong, then right.
That shows in the work.

He’s not chasing trends. He watches, adapts, 
but stays rooted in his own approach, shaped by 
culture, utility, and instinct. 

“The first time I knew this is something I could do was 
when someone paid for a bag I had made.”

To carry a DRIቶ bag is to carry time, effort, and 
a story stitched by hand, quite literally.
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“I enjoy 
creating
things with  
my hands.”

Contact:  
E: kirukirujano@gmail.com 
C: + 251 91 248 7342

BY GILLIAN OKOMBO

CREDITS:  
PHOTOGRAPHY:  
PICTURE SALT

11



PEOPLE

Bethlehem Tilahun Alemu, the Ethiopian 
entrepreneur behind global footwear brand 
soleRebels, has been named among 100 of 
Africa's most accomplished and influential women 
honored at the ARISE Africa Women of Impact 
Awards on International Women's Day this year.

The recognition places Bethlehem alongside 
an elite cross-section of African leaders from 
Nigeria, South Africa, Kenya, Zimbabwe, 
Mauritius, Sudan, Côte d'Ivoire, and Niger, 
spanning governance, business, law, healthcare, 
technology, and creative industries. The ARISE 
honor adds to an extensive list of international 
accolades Bethlehem has accumulated over two 
decades of entrepreneurship.

Bethlehem founded soleRebels in 2005 in the 
Zenebework area of Addis Ababa, drawing on 
her community's artisan traditions and Ethiopia's 
heritage of recycled tire-soled foot wear. The 
company has grown into Africa's largest footwear 
brand, distributing to 55 countries through 
partnerships with Whole Foods, Urban Outfitters, 
and Amazon, with company-owned stores across 
multiple continents.

Her business philosophy centers on creating 
"world class jobs" and shifting the discourse on 
African development from poverty alleviation 
to prosperity creation driven by local talent 
and resources. She was the first female African 
entrepreneur to address the Clinton Global 
Initiative and has advised the World Bank and UN 
on trade policy.

Bethlehem has expanded into multiple 
ventures including Garden of Coffee, which 
CNN called "Africa's answer to Starbucks," 
The Republic of Leather, payment platform Giza 
Digital, and food brand TeffTastic. In May 2021, 
she launched Selam Bank with US$116.3 million 
in capital, aiming to "create the largest generation 
of homeowners in Ethiopian history". 
Through her Made by Ethiopia public-private 
partnership, Bethlehem has helped create over 
100,000 jobs and generated more than US$1 
billion in export revenue.

https://www.solerebels.com/

BETHLEHEM 
ALEMU; ARISE 
WOMAN OF 
IMPACT

12
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ART

DISCOVER 
THE WORLD 
OF YORDI’S ART
Yordanos Abate is a creative and talented artist 
with a distinctive style and passion for vibrant 
design. Mostly self-taught she has developed 
the artistic skill of creating the most exquisite 
designs that she paints on pottery, trays, 
furnishings as well as wooden boxes, clay bells, 
cups and pendants.

She hand-paints varied and colourful 
designs on existing items and then glazes the 
objects, which make beautiful accessories 
for any home. She also takes commissions to 
paint any personal item you already have and 
would like illustrated.  Yordi has even been 
commissioned to paint a violin!
 
In addition to modern designs, Yordi also 
creates handmade Ethiopian cultural serving 
trays, carefully hand-painted with traditional 
designs. Each piece is unique and made with 
attention to detail.
 
If you’re looking for something authentic and 
meaningful, contact Yordi directly. She also sells 
her items at many of the artisan bazaars. All her 
products are durable and made to the highest 
quality. Rest assured that the bright vibrant 
colours do not fade.
 
Contacts: +251-911-912-514
Instagram: @artyordi
Facebook: Yordi's Art Ethiopia
Studio: KOICA Building (next to Temsalet Kitchen 
in Sarbet)
Email: yordanos_abate@yahoo.com

by Arabella Stewart

13



THE FLAGSHIP CAFE

THE NEIGHBOURHOOD 
CAFE

CAFFÈ AND FOOD

A good coffee with friends, an
ample garden to chill and enjoy.
Located in Jacros, open on  
Tuesday to Sunday from 8am to
7pm.
Contact Us: +251 90 505 5565

Our Neighbourhood Joint.
Healthy Juices, Snacks and Ice
Cream of course!
Located in Lebu Gara Mart,
open everyday from 8am to
8pm.
Contact Us: +251 94 129 0634

GALANI, JACROS

GALANI, LEBU

GALANI, CHURCHILL

GELATO AND CAFFÈ

GALANI, COFFEE PARK

THE LIBRARY CAFÉ

GALANI, ENTOTO

Pizza, Pasta and a Soft Serve
Ice Cream in the Downtown
area
Located in Churchill next to
MiNT,  open everyday from
8am to 7pm.
Contact Us: +251 95 677 7776

Your go to place for Ice
Cream, and a light lunch,
overseeing the River.
Located in the Coffee Park 70
Dereja, open everyday from
8am to 8pm.
Contact Us: +251 96 714 6194

A scenic library café, where
coffee meets quiet moments
and good reads. 
Located at the Zoma Village
in Entoto Park, open Saturday
and Sunday 8am to 5pm.
Contact Us: +251 96 714 6194

EXPLORE MORE

JUST THE RIGHT KICK



CITY

By mid-afternoon, the rhythm of an Addis café 
shifts. Laptops appear alongside macchiatos, 
and the space transforms: it becomes a 
boardroom, a creative studio, and a sanctuary 
from the city’s bustle.

We’ve all been there, mentally weighing the bill 
against the experience. Yet, the tables remain 
full, and for good reason. Today’s cafés in Addis 
have mastered the business of atmosphere. 
They no longer compete solely on the quality of 
their roast, but on their identity, design, and the 
unique sense of belonging they provide.

Whether we are networking, brainstorming, 
or simply observing the city in motion, these 
spaces have become the informal hubs of 
our professional and social lives. They are the 
stages where our daily narratives unfold.

While the cost of a coffee might occasionally 
spark a conversation, we consistently choose 
these spaces because they offer something 
rare: a curated environment that fosters 
connection. As our city grows and modernizes, 
these cafés have evolved into essential 
community pillars. They aren't just serving 
drinks; they are hosting the heartbeat of Addis. 
And perhaps that is why, long after the coffee is 
gone, we aren’t quite ready to leave.

RANDOM 
OBSERVATIONS 
ON THE CITY 
THE ART OF THE ADDIS 
CAFÉ: MORE THAN JUST A 
MACCHIATO

A
U

G
U

S
T 

 2
0

2
6

by Tesfa Teshome
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HEALTH

In Ethiopia, access to affordable menstrual 
and personal care products remains a 
challenge for many women and girls. 
Han’s With Care Manufacturing is helping 
change that through sustainable and 
reusable solutions.
 
Founded by Ethiopian entrepreneur Hanan 
Ahmed Abdi, the company produces reusable 
sanitary pads, period underwear, and adult 
care products designed to support women’s 
health while reducing environmental waste.
 
Many schoolgirls in Ethiopia miss classes due 
to lack of proper menstrual products. Han’s 
With Care addresses this issue by offering 
affordable reusable options that help families 
save money and improve hygiene. 
The company also creates reusable 
adult diapers and incontinence products, 
supporting elderly individuals and people with 
special care needs.
 
By combining innovation, sustainability, 
and social impact, Han’s With Care is 
becoming an inspiring example of Ethiopian 
entrepreneurship creating positive 
community change

SOURCES
hanzcare.com
f6s.com
instagram.com

HAN’S 
WITH CARE: 
EMPOWERING 
WOMEN THROUGH 
INNOVATION

CONTACT US
4 Kilo, Addis Ababa
091 263 7344
han@shop.hanzcare.com
hanzcare.com

16
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BOOKS

Fidesa Literary and Littmann Books have 
announced a strategic partnership aimed at 
strengthening Ethiopia’s literary landscape and 
expanding access to both local and international 
works. The collaboration unites Fidesa Literary, 
a platform dedicated to promoting Ethiopian 
writers and storytelling, with Littmann Books, an 
independent Addis Ababa bookstore known for its 
curated selection and active reader engagement.

Together, the two institutions aim to build more 
inclusive literary spaces where readers can 
easily discover Ethiopian voices alongside global 
literature. Their shared vision includes improving 
book accessibility, organizing literary events, and 
fostering dialogue between authors, publishers, 
and readers. A key focus of the partnership is 
also encouraging young readers and supporting 
emerging Ethiopian writers.

The first publication under this collaboration is 
Couch Grass by Couch Grass, written by Adam 
Reta and translated into English by Bethlehem 
Attfield, helping the work reach a wider 
international audience.

Fidesa Literary will primarily support international 
distribution and online visibility, while Littmann 
Books will serve as a key local hub for physical 
access and Ethiopian titles.

For press inquiries: press@fidessaliterary.com

WHERE WORDS 
MEET LEGACY: 
FIDESA LITERARY AND LITTMANN 
BOOKS LAUNCH NEW ERA OF 
ETHIOPIAN PUBLISHING
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BOOKS

The young adult novel entitled “While Waiting 
for September”, is the second book by  Ethiopian 
author Hiwot Walelign Workneh.  Born in Addis 
Ababa, Hiwot Walelign is passionate about 
literature. Her debut work, Somebody's Daughter, 
is the national prizewinner of Burt Awards for 
Ethiopian Young Adult Literature.

With Ethiopian settings, characters and themes, 
it is written for teenagers.  After years of sharing 
classrooms from elementary school through 
high school without truly knowing each other, 
two classmates finally connect following their 
high school exit examination. Brought together 
by a shared friend’s birthday, they begin their 
friendship that deepens over the summer as 
they wait for their exam results, coming out 
in September. Through honest conversations 
and shared experiences, they open up about 
their interests, fears, hopes, family lives, and 
hidden traumas. As they slowly step out of their 
shells, they begin to understand that their past 
struggles do not have to define their future. 
Their growing confidence and closeness inspire 
them to push beyond familiar limits, embracing 
freedom, adventure, and new possibilities. But 
this newfound boldness tests their bond, bringing 
them dangerously close to losing each other. By 
September, a season of new beginnings, they 
emerge transformed, carrying with them the 
resilience, courage, and hope to face whatever 
comes next—together.

“Somebody's Daughter” is a story of a little girl, 
growing up in poverty, destined to be a housemaid. 
With no academic qualifications and with no 
relatives to turn to, the young housemaid, Kassina, 
has no option but to live with her abusive employer 
- until fate turns the table upside down.

 Hiwot aspires to be an accomplished novelist in 
the future. She currently lives in Addis Ababa with 
her husband and two sons and is a phD candidate 
in English Literature at Addis Ababa university. 

Available on Amazon

ETHIOPIAN 
AUTHOR 
HIWOT 
WALELIGN 
WORKNEH

26
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A R A B I A N  &  I N D I A N

NIGHTS
Jo i n  u s  ever y  Tuesday  fo r  Arab i an  N i gh t  &  ever y  

Thur sday  fo r  I nd i an  N i gh t .  D i s cover  au then t i c  

flavor s ,  t r ad i t i ona l  spec i a l t i e s  &  an  un forge t t ab l e  

d i n i ng  exper i ence .

r a diss onhote ls .com / b lu

ADDIS ABABA

6 :30PM -10 :30 PM                              +251 115 15 76 00



PEOPLE

ETHIOPIAN 
YOUTH 
WIN BIG AT 
INTERNATIONAL 
ROBOTICS 
CHAMPIONSHIP
Ethiopian youth have delivered an outstanding 
performance at the International Youth 
Robotics and Artificial Intelligence Championship, 
held at Lawrence Technological University in 
Michigan, USA.
 
Competing against 738 teams from 39 
technologically advanced countries, the Ethiopian 
delegation stood out with impressive results 
across multiple categories. The team secured 
1st place in the People’s Choice Award, showing 
strong public support and global recognition for 
their creativity and teamwork. Beyond that major 
win, the competitors also achieved 5th place in the 
Medical Robotics category and 6th place in the 
Innovation Exhibition, highlighting their technical 
skills and innovative problem-solving abilities.

This success adds to Ethiopia’s growing presence 
in global robotics competitions. Just last month, 
Ethiopian youth also earned 2nd place at the 
International Minoan Robotics Championship in 
Greece, further strengthening their reputation in 
the field of science and technology. These back-
to-back achievements are being seen as a rising 
signal of Ethiopia’s expanding potential in robotics, 
AI, and STEM innovation on the world stage.

Sources: https://web.facebook.com/
africandiasporainternational
https://africandiasporainternational.org/
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CITY

BRINGING 
PROFESSIONAL 
CLEANING 
SERVICES 
CLOSER TO THE 
COMMUNITY
In today’s busy world, keeping homes, cars, 
and personal items clean can be challenging. 
That is why professional cleaning businesses 
are becoming increasingly important. One such 
growing service provider is Polish Cleaning 
Services, a company dedicated to delivering 
reliable and high-quality cleaning solutions for 
both households and individuals.

Located in the Hayahulet area near Axum Hotel, 
in front of Arsho Clinic, Polish Cleaning Services 
offers a wide range of professional cleaning 
options designed to make everyday life easier. 
Their services include car wash and detailing, 
carpet cleaning, shoes cleaning, clothes cleaning, 
and sofa cleaning. By combining modern cleaning 
methods with attention to detail, the company 
aims to provide customers with fresh, hygienic, and 
well-maintained belongings.

One of the standout services offered by the 
company is car wash and detailing. Beyond a 
regular wash, detailing helps restore the beauty 
and cleanliness of vehicles, both inside and outside. 
Their carpet and sofa cleaning services also 
help remove dust, stains, and allergens, creating 
healthier living environments for families and 
workplaces. In addition, Polish Cleaning Services 
understands the importance of caring for personal 
items such as shoes and clothing. Their specialized 
cleaning methods help extend the life and 
appearance of these items while saving customers 
valuable time and effort. As cleanliness and 
hygiene continue to play a major role in everyday 
life, businesses like Polish Cleaning Services 
are helping communities maintain comfort, 
convenience, and confidence. Their commitment 
to customer satisfaction and professional care 
makes them a valuable addition to Addis Ababa’s 
growing service industry.

For more info 0911647112
0967-647112 30



CITY

As the summer months of June and July 2026 
arrive, Addis Ababa is blossoming into an 
exciting playground for families and children. 
The city is introducing fresh, engaging experiences 
that combine fun, learning, and outdoor 
adventure—making it an ideal season for families 
to explore together.

Among the newest highlights is the Ethio–Korea 
Friendship Park, a beautifully designed green 
space that offers a modern playground and 
relaxing areas for families. It’s a perfect spot 
for children to play freely while parents enjoy 
the calm, landscaped surroundings. Equally 
exciting is Kids World Addis Playground, a vibrant 
destination featuring electric ride-on toys, colorful 
fountains, and illuminated play areas that bring 
evenings to life.

For families seeking structured activities, summer 
camps and educational programs are in full swing. 
Cambridge Academy hosts a dynamic summer 
camp with activities ranging from swimming and 
robotics to cooking and horse riding. 

SUMMER 
2026: FAMILY 
ADVENTURES 
AWAIT IN ADDIS 
ABABA
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Meanwhile, the AddisCoder program empowers 
high school students through an intensive coding 
and algorithm course, while the Ethiopian Space 
Science and Geo-spatial Institute offers fascinating 
workshops, including Mars exploration challenges for 
curious young minds.

Outdoor lovers can head to Entoto Adventure Park for 
zip-lining, biking, and scenic hiking trails, or explore the 
educational and cultural richness of Unity Park. For 
a quieter escape, Gullele Botanical Garden provides 
peaceful nature walks, while a day trip to Wenchi 
Crater Lake offers unforgettable views, horseback 
riding, and boat adventures.

This summer, Addis Ababa invites families to discover, 
learn, and create lasting memories—one adventure 
at a time.

Reference:  Addis Ababa Tourism Office. (n.d.). Entoto 
Natural Park: Eco-tourism and adventure destination. 
Retrieved May 2026, from https://addisababa.travel/
destination/entoto-park/
ARBNet. (n.d.). Gullele Botanical Garden profile. 
Morton Register of Arboreta. Retrieved May 2026, 
from https://arbnet.org/morton-register/gullele-
botanic-garden

Wikipedia contributors. (n.d.). Unity Park (Addis 
Ababa). Wikipedia. Retrieved May 2026, from https://
en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Unity_Park
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CULTURE

AFRICA 
CELEBRATES 
2026 PARTICPATION OPENS
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Africa Celebrates, in collaboration with its 
esteemed partners, is delighted to announce the 
official opening for 2026 participation.

With the theme “One Africa, One People: Uniting 
Culture, Innovation and Enterprise for a Shared 
Prosperous Future,” the world’s largest Pan-African 
celebration will take place at the African Union, 
Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, from 10–15 November 
2026.

Building on the success of the 2025 edition, which 
welcomed participants from 43 African countries, 
the African diaspora, and people of African descent 
from 15 countries, the 2026 edition promises to be 
even bigger and more impactful.

Organized by Legendary Gold Limited & Afronova. 
Partners include the Ministry of Tourism, Federal 
Democratic Republic of Ethiopia, Embassies of 
Nigeria, Burundi, Côte d’Ivoire, Colombia, New 
Zealand, US & EU Missions to the AU, the British 
Council, PG Records, and Kana TV. Ethiopian 
Airlines is the Official Airline. 

To participate or partner, log on to www.
africacelebrates.com
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FILM

Addis Fikir (translated as Addis Love) is an Ethiopian 
limited television series that captures the emotional 
and social realities of life in modern Addis Ababa. 
Produced by WAG Entertainment and created by 
Besufekade Mulu, the seven-episode anthology 
explores themes of identity, love, ambition, grief, 
family, and change through interconnected stories 
set in Ethiopia’s rapidly evolving capital city. 
 
Each episode follows different characters 
navigating the pressures and beauty of urban 
life. From Abraham, a struggling inventor trying 
to provide for his son, to Negisti, a young woman 
whose online persona suddenly turns her into a 
social media sensation, the series presents relatable 
and deeply human stories. Other episodes focus 
on relationships, artistic struggles, family tensions, 
and the emotional impact of changing traditions in 
contemporary Ethiopian society. 
 
What makes Addis Fikir unique is its authentic 
portrayal of Addis Ababa and its people. The 
show reflects the city’s constant transformation 
while highlighting the emotional challenges faced 
by a generation caught between tradition and 
modernity. Through strong storytelling, talented 
directors, and a diverse cast, the series offers 
viewers a cinematic experience rooted in Ethiopian 
culture yet universal in emotion. 
 
Produced in Amharic with English subtitles, 
Addis Fikir stands as an important step forward 
for Ethiopian television and storytelling on an 
international level. The series also received 
international recognition after winning Best 
Indigenous Language Series (East Africa) at the 
African Magic Viewers’ Choice Awards (AMVCA) 
held in Lagos, Nigeria, in May 2026.

ADDIS FIKIR: A 
MODERN LOVE 
LETTER TO 
ADDIS ABABA 
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HOT MUSIC TABLE - 2026
June 9, - July 10, 2026

HOTTEST TRACKS Radio TV Total
Plays

THIS DATA IS GATHERED BY A 24/7 
AUTOMATED RECORDING & ANALYZING AI 
SYSTEM FROM 35 TV & RADIO STATIONS.

THE TRACK NEEDS TO BE PLAYED AT LEAST 
40% OF THE TOTAL LENGTH OF THE MUSIC.

THE TRACK NEEDS TO BE PLAYED ON AT 
LEAST 3 OR MORE STATIONS.

A SINGLE STATION SHOULDN'T 
ACCOUNT FOR MORE THAN 33% 
OF THE TOTAL NUMBER OF PLAYS.

THERE WERE MORE THAN 11,330 TOTAL 
MUSIC PLAYS ACROSS THE BROADCAST 
MEDIUM FOR THIS WEEK.

BROUGHT TO YOU BY - OMNIMEDIA ETHIOPIA

ON CALcULATING THE HOTTEST TRACKS
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3
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7
8

50 107 157

64 90 154

76 40 116

80 28 108

56 40 96

56 33 89

8866 22

40 42 82

8048

58
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22 80

Hayyee
Hana Girma

Demama
Dawit Tsige

Emetalehu
Mastewal Eyayu

Gojamoch Zenetu
Syumekal Gebre

Kante Lela
Veronica Adane

Bantelay
Hana Girma

Zarem Atirsagn
Fikreaddis Nekatibeb

Yelebe
Haleluya Tekletsadik

Etittu
Dawit Tsige

46 34 80Ende Amele
Lemlem Hailemichael

44 34 78Zemedye
Hibist Tiruneh

68 10 78Sewedelat
Madingo Afework

Lanchi
Henok Getachew
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10

HOTTEST ARTISTS 

Neway Debebe

Dawit Tsige

Abdu Kiar

Mesay Tefera

Hana Girma

Dawit Mellesse

Tewodros 
''Teddy Afro'' Kassahun

Michael Belayneh

Mastewal Eyayu

Ephrem Tamiru

189 84 273

159 18 177

125 25 150

133110 23

80 52 132

67 50 117

99 17 116

96 18 114

101 1 102

84 16 100

Radio TV Total
Plays

 THE ARTIST NEEDS TO BE PLAYED 
ON AT LEAST 4 OR MORE STATIONS.

A SINGLE STATION SHOULDN'T ACCOUNT 
MORETHAN 33% OF THE TOTAL NUMBER 
OF PLAYS.

CALcULATING THE HOTTEST ARTIST



Experience 
Business Class
Flying from Addis Ababa to Dubai is now 
even more convenient with two daily flights. 

Enjoy an elevated travel experience in the 
comfort of our lie-flat seat in Business 
Class, where we ensure you arrive ready and 
refreshed for your day ahead.

Book your flight today, visit flydubai.com 
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